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ABSTRACT. Let X be a subset of the set of prime numbers which
is either equal to the entire set of prime numbers or of cardinality
one. In the present monograph, we continue our study of the pro-X
fundamental groups of hyperbolic curves and their associated con-
figuration spaces over algebraically closed fields in which the primes
of ¥ are invertible. The starting point of the theory of the present
monograph is a combinatorial anabelian result which, unlike results
obtained in previous papers, allows one to eliminate the hypothesis
that cuspidal inertia subgroups are preserved by the isomorphism in
question. This result allows us to [partially| generalize combinato-
rial cuspidalization results obtained in previous papers to the case
of outer automorphisms of pro-X fundamental groups of configuration
spaces that do not necessarily preserve the cuspidal inertia subgroups
of the various one-dimensional subquotients of such a fundamental
group. Such partial combinatorial cuspidalization results allow one in
effect to reduce issues concerning the anabelian geometry of con-
figuration spaces to issues concerning the anabelian geometry of
hyperbolic curves. These results also allow us, in the case of config-
uration spaces of sufficiently large dimension, to give purely group-
theoretic characterizations of the cuspidal inertia subgroups of
the various one-dimensional subquotients of the pro-3 fundamental
group of a configuration space. We then turn to the study of tripod
synchronization, i.e., roughly speaking, the phenomenon that an
outer automorphism of the pro-X fundamental group of a log config-
uration space associated to a stable log curve typically induces the
same outer automorphism on the various subquotients of such a fun-
damental group determined by tripods [i.e., copies of the projective
line minus three points]. Our study of tripod synchronization allows
us to show that outer automorphisms of pro-¥ fundamental groups of
configuration spaces exhibit somewhat different behavior from the
behavior that may be observed — as a consequence of the classical
Dehn-Nielsen-Baer theorem — in the case of discrete fundamen-
tal groups. Other applications of the theory of tripod synchronization
include a result concerning commuting profinite Dehn multi-
twists that, a priori, arise from distinct semi-graphs of anabelioids
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of pro-X PSC-type structures [i.e., the profinite analogue of the notion
of a decomposition of a hyperbolic topological surface into hyperbolic
subsurfaces, such as “pants”], as well as the computation, in terms
of a certain scheme-theoretic fundamental group, of the purely
combinatorial /group-theoretic commensurator of the group of profi-
nite Dehn multi-twists. Finally, we show that the condition that
an outer automorphism of the pro-X fundamental group of a stable
log curve lift to an outer automorphism of the pro-3 fundamental
group of the corresponding n-th log configuration space, where n > 2
is an integer, is compatible, in a suitable sense, with localization
on the dual graph of the stable log curve. This localizability prop-
erty, together with the theory of tripod synchronization, is applied to
construct a purely combinatorial analogue of the natural outer
surjection from the étale fundamental group of the moduli stack of
hyperbolic curves over Q to the absolute Galois group of Q.
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INTRODUCTION

Let ¥ C Primes be a subset of the set of prime numbers Primes
which is either equal to Primes or of cardinality one. In the present
monograph, we continue our study of the pro-> fundamental groups
of hyperbolic curves and their associated configuration spaces over al-
gebraically closed fields in which the primes of ¥ are invertible [cf.
[MzTal, [CmbCsp], [NodNon]|, [CbTpl]].

Before proceeding, we review some fundamental notions that play
a central role in the present monograph. We shall say that a scheme
X over an algebraically closed field k is a semi-stable curve if X is
connected and proper over k, and, moreover, for each closed point x
of X, the completion of the local ring Ox . is isomorphic over k either
to k[[t]] or to k[[t1,ts]]/(t1t2), where t, t;, and t, are indeterminates.
We shall say that a scheme X over a scheme S is a semi-stable curve if
the structure morphism X — S is flat, and, moreover, every geometric
fiber of X — S is a semi-stable curve. We shall say that a pair (X, D)
consisting of a scheme X over a scheme S and a [possibly empty]| closed
subscheme D C X is a pointed stable curve over S if the following
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conditions are satisfied: X is a semi-stable curve over S; D is contained
in the smooth locus of the structure morphism X — S and étale over S}
the invertible sheaf wx/g(D) — where we write wx/g for the dualizing
sheaf of X/S — is relatively ample [relative to the morphism X — S].
We shall say that a scheme X over a scheme S is a hyperbolic curve
over S if there exists a pointed stable curve (Y, F) over S such that Y
is smooth over S, and, moreover, X is isomorphic to Y\ E over S.

It is well-known [cf. [SGA1], Exposé V, §7] that if X is a connected
locally noetherian scheme, and T — X is a geometric point of X,
then the category Fét(X) consisting of X-schemes Z whose structure
morphism is finite and étale and [necessarily finite étale] X-morphisms
forms a Galois category, for which the functor from Fét(X) to the cat-
egory of finite sets given by Z +— Z X x T is a fundamental functor [cf.
[SGA1], Exposé V, Définition 5.1]. Thus, it follows from the general
theory of Galois categories [cf. the discussion following [SGA1], Ex-
posé V, Remarque 5.10] that one may associate, to the Galois category
Fét(X) equipped with the above fundamental functor, the “fundamen-
tal pro-group” of the Galois category Fét(X) equipped with the above
fundamental functor, which we shall refer to as the étale fundamental
group m (X, T) of (X,Z). If X is a normal scheme, K is an algebraic
closure of the function field K of X, and T is the tautological geometric
point of X determined by K, then 7,(X,Z) may be naturally identi-
fied with the quotient of Gal(K /K) determined by the union of finite
subextensions K C L C K such that the normalization of X in L is
finite étale over X [cf. [SGA1], Exposé I, Corollaire 10.3]. Since [one
verifies easily that] the étale fundamental group is, in a natural sense,
independent, up to inner automorphism, of the choice of the basepoint,
i.e., the geometric point “x”, we shall omit mention of the basepoint
throughout the present monograph.

Let G be a topological group. Then we shall write Aut(G) for the
group of [continuous| automorphisms of G, Inn(G) C Aut(G) for the

group of inner automorphisms of G, and Out(G) & Aut(G)/Inn(G) for
the group of [continuous| outomorphisms [i.e., outer automorphisms|
of G. Thus, an outer automorphism of GG is an automorphism of G
considered up to composition with an inner automorphism.

Let k be a field, k°P a separable closure of k, and X a geometrically
connected scheme of finite type over k. Write G, & Gal(k*P/k) for the
absolute Galois group of k. Then it is well-known [cf. [SGA1], Exposé
IX, Théoreme 6.1] that the natural morphisms of schemes X xj k5P —
X — Speck determine an exact sequence of profinite groups

1 — m (X X B°P) — m(X) — G — 1.

Write Ax for the maximal pro-Y quotient of the étale fundamental
group 71 (X Xj k*P) of X xj kP and Ily for the quotient of the étale
fundamental group 71 (X) of X by the normal closed subgroup of m1(X)
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determined by the kernel of the natural surjection (7 (X) <=) w1 (X X
k*P) — Ax. Then the above displayed exact sequence determines an
exact sequence of profinite groups

1—Axy — Iy — G, — 1.

Next, observe that the above displayed exact sequence induces a natural
action of Illx on Ax by conjugation, i.e., a homomorphism Ily —
Aut(Ax), which restricts to the tautological homomorphism Ay —
Inn(Ax). Thus, by considering the respective quotients by Ax, we
obtain an outer action of Gj on Ax, i.e., a homomorphism

Gr — Out(Ay).

This outer action is one of the main objects of study in anabelian
geometry.

In the situation of the preceding paragraph, if X is a hyperbolic curve
over k, then each cusp of X [i.e., each geometric point of the smooth
compactification of X whose image is not contained in X] determines a
conjugacy class of closed subgroups of Ax [i.e., the inertia subgroup(s)
associated to the cusp|, each member of which we shall refer to as a
cuspidal inertia subgroup of Ax. Now suppose further that k is the
field of fractions of a complete regular local ring R, and that every
element of ¥ is invertible in R. Suppose, moreover, that X has a stable

model over R, i.e., that there exists a pointed stable curve (Y, E) over

S % Spec R such that X is isomorphic to (Y \ E) xg k over k. Then

combinatorial anabelian geometry may be described as the study of
the combinatorial geometric properties of the irreducible components
and nodes [i.e., singular points| of the geometric fiber of (Y, E) over
the unique closed point of S by means of the purely group-theoretic
properties of the outer action of GG, — or, alternatively, various natural
subquotients of G, — on Ax. Here, we observe that this geometric
fiber of (Y, E) over the unique closed point of S may be regarded as a
sort of degeneration of the hyperbolic curve X.

Let k£ be an algebraically closed field of characteristic € 3 and X a
hyperbolic curve over k. For each positive integer m, write

e X,, for the m-th configuration space of X, i.e., the open sub-
scheme of the fiber product of m copies of X over k obtained
by removing the various diagonals;

e II,, for the maximal pro-> quotient of the étale fundamental
group 71 (X,,) of Xp;

e X o Spec k and Il o {1}.

Let n be a positive integer. We shall think of the factors of X, as
labeled by the indices 1,...,n. Thus, for £ C {1,...,n} a subset
of cardinality n — m, where m is a nonnegative integer, we have a
projection morphism X,, — X, obtained by forgetting the factors that
belong to E, hence also an induced outer surjection 11, — 11, i.e., a
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surjection considered up to composition with an inner automorphism.
Normal closed subgroups Ker(Il,, — II,,) C I, obtained in this way
will be referred to as fiber subgroups of I1,, of length n —m [cf. [MzTa],
Definition 2.3, (iii)]. Write

X, — X0 —...— X, — ... — X — X,

for the projections obtained by forgetting, successively, the factors la-
beled by indices > m [as m ranges over the nonnegative integers < n].
Thus, we obtain a sequence of outer surjections

II,, = II,,_1 — ... = 1L, —» ... = II; — II,.

For each nonnegative integer m < n, write K, f Ker(Il,, — IL,,).
Thus, we have a filtration of subgroups

=K, CK,1C...CKnC...CK, CKy=IL,.

In the situation of the previous paragraph, let Y be a hyperbolic
curve over k and Yn a positive integer. Write YIlIy,, for the “II,”
that occurs in the case where we take “(X,n)” to be (Y,Yn). Let
a: 11, = Yy, be a(n) [continuous] outer isomorphism. Then we shall
say that

e o is PF-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (i)] if v induces
a bijection between the set of fiber subgroups of II,, and the
set of fiber subgroups of Y Ily,,;

e « is PC-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (ii), as well as
Lemma 3.2, (i), of the present monograph] if, for each positive
integer a < n, a(K,) C YIlv, is a fiber subgroup of Y1y,
of length Yn — a, and, moreover, the Y Ilv,-conjugacy-orbit of
isomorphisms K, /K, = a(K, 1)/a(K,) determined by «
induces a bijection between the set of conjugacy classes of cus-
pidal inertia subgroups of K, 1/K, and the set of conjugacy
classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups of a(K,_1)/a(K,) [where
we note that it follows immediately from the various defini-
tions involved that the profinite group K, /K, (respectively,.
a(K, 1)/a(K,)) is equipped with a natural structure of pro-
surface group — cf. [MzTal, Definition 1.2];

e o is PFC-admissible [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 1.4, (iii)] if « is
PF-admissible and PC-admissible.

Suppose, moreover, that (X,n) = (Y,Yn), which thus implies that
 is a(n) [continuous] outomorphism of 11, = ¥ 1lv,,. Then we shall say
that

e « is F-admissible [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1, (ii)] if a(K) =
K for every fiber subgroup K of II,;

e o is C-admissible [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1, (ii)] if « is
PC-admissible, and «(K,) = K, for each nonnegative integer
a <n;
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e o is FC-admissible [cf. [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (ii)] if « is
F-admissible and C-admissible.

One central theme of the present monograph is the issue of m-
cuspidalizability [cf. Definition 3.20], i.e., the issue of the extent
to which a given isomorphism between the pro-¥ fundamental groups
of a pair of hyperbolic curves lifts [necessarily uniquely, up to a per-
mutation of factors — cf. [NodNon]|, Theorem B| to a PFC-admissible
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (iii)] isomorphism between the pro-3 fun-
damental groups of the corresponding n-th configuration spaces, for
n > 1 a positive integer. In this context, we recall that both the alge-
braic and the anabelian geometry of such configuration spaces revolves
around the behavior of the various diagonals that are removed from
direct products of copies of the given curve in order to construct these
configuration spaces. From this point of view, it is perhaps natural to
think of the issue of n-cuspidalizability as a sort of abstract profinite
analogue of the notion of n-differentiability in the theory of differen-
tial manifolds. In particular, it is perhaps natural to think of the theory
of the present monograph [as well as of [MzTa], [CmbCsp|, [NodNon],
[CbTpl]] as a sort of abstract profinite analogue of the classical
theory constituted by the differential topology of surfaces.

Next, we recall that, to a substantial extent, the theory of combina-
torial cuspidalization [i.e., the issue of n-cuspidalizability| developed
in [CmbCsp] may be thought of as an essentially formal consequence of
the combinatorial anabelian result obtained in [CmbGC], Corol-
lary 2.7, (iii). In a similar vein, the generalization of this theory of
[CmbCsp] that is summarized in [NodNon|, Theorem B, may be re-
garded as an essentially formal consequence of the combinatorial an-
abelian result given in [NodNon|, Theorem A. The development of the
theory of the present monograph follows this pattern to a substantial
extent. That is to say, in §1, we begin the development of the the-
ory of the present monograph by proving a fundamental combinatorial
anabelian result [cf. Theorem 1.9], which generalizes the combinato-
rial anabelian results given in [CmbGC], Corollary 2.7, (iii); [NodNon],
Theorem A. A substantial portion of the main results obtained in the
remainder of the present monograph may be understood as consisting
of various applications of Theorem 1.9.

By comparison to the combinatorial anabelian results of [CmbGC],
Corollary 2.7, (iii); [NodNon|, Theorem A, the main technical feature of
the combinatorial anabelian result given in Theorem 1.9 of the present
monograph is that it allows one, to a substantial extent, to

eliminate the group-theoretic cuspidality hypothesis

— i.e., the assumption to the effect that the isomorphism between pro-
Y} fundamental groups of stable log curves under consideration [that is
to say, in effect, an isomorphism between the pro-> fundamental groups
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of certain degenerations of hyperbolic curves| necessarily preserves cus-
pidal inertia subgroups — that plays a central role in the proofs of ear-
lier combinatorial anabelian results. In §2, we apply Theorem 1.9 to
obtain the following [partial] combinatorial cuspidalization result
[cf. Theorem 2.3, (i), (ii); Corollary 3.22|, which [partially] generalizes
[NodNon], Theorem B.

Theorem A (Partial combinatorial cuspidalization for F-ad-
missible outomorphisms). Let (g,7) be a pair of nonnegative inte-
gers such that 29 — 2 +1r > 0; n a positive integer; ¥ a set of prime
numbers which is either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of car-
dinality one; X a hyperbolic curve of type (g, ) over an algebraically
closed field of characteristic ¢ ¥; X,, the n-th configuration space
of X ; 11, the maximal pro-3 quotient of the fundamental group of X, ;

Out"(I1,,) € Out(I1,)

the subgroup of F-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speaking,
outer automorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups — cf. the dis-
cussion preceding Theorem A; [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (ii), for more
details] of 11,,;
Out"“(11,,) € Out"(IL,,)

the subgroup of FC-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outer automorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups and the
cuspidal inertia subgroups — cf. the discussion preceding Theorem A;
[CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (i), for more details] of I1,,. Then the fol-
lowing hold:

(i) Write

Codef |1 ifr #0, Cdef |3 ifr #£0,
i = Y2 gfr=0, ™IT 14 ifr=o0.

If n > miyj (respectively, n > ny;), then the natural homomor-
phism
OutF(HTH_l) — OutF(Hn)

induced by the projections X, 1 — X,, obtained by forgetting
any one of the n+1 factors of X, 11 [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A,
(i)] is injective (respectively, bijective).

(i) Write
o 2 if(g,r) = (0,3),
ngc = 3 Z; (g,?") ?é (073) and r ?é 0,
4 ifr=

If n > ngc, then it holds that
Out™™(11,,) = Out™(I1,,) .
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(iii) Suppose that (g,r) & {(0,3);(1,1)}. Then the natural injec-
tion /cf. [NodNon|, Theorem B]

OutFC(Hg) — OutFC (Hl)

induced by the projections Xo — X4 obtained by forgetting ei-
ther of the two factors of X5 is not surjective.

Here, we remark that the non-surjectivity discussed in Theorem A,
(i), is, in fact, obtained as a consequence of the theory of tripod syn-
chronization developed in §3 [cf. the discussion preceding Theorem C
below|. This non-surjectivity is remarkable in that it yields an impor-
tant example of substantially different behavior in the theory of profi-
nite fundamental groups of hyperbolic curves from the corresponding
theory in the discrete case. That is to say, in the case of the classical
discrete fundamental group of a hyperbolic topological surface, the sur-
jectivity of the corresponding homomorphism may be derived as an
essentially formal consequence of the well-known Dehn-Nielsen-Baer
theorem in the theory of topological surfaces [cf. the discussion of Re-
mark 3.22.1, (i)]. In particular, it constitutes an important “counterez-
ample” to the “line of reasoning” [i.e., for instance, of the sort which
appears in the final paragraph of [Lch], §1; the discussion between
[Lch], Theorem 5.1, and [Lch], Conjecture 5.2] that one should expect
essentially analogous behavior in the theory of profinite fundamental
groups of hyperbolic curves to the relatively well understood behav-
ior observed classically in the theory of discrete fundamental groups of
topological surfaces [cf. the discussion of Remark 3.22.1, (iii)].

Theorem A leads naturally to the following strengthening of the
result obtained in [CbTpl], Theorem A, (ii), concerning the group-
theoreticity of the cuspidal inertia subgroups of the various one-
dimensional subquotients of a configuration space group [cf. Corol-
lary 2.4].

Theorem B (PFC-admissibility of outomorphisms). In the no-
tation of Theorem A, write

Out™(11,) € Out(IL,)

for the subgroup of PF-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outer automorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups up to a pos-
sible permutation of the factors — cf. the discussion preceding Theo-
rem A; [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (i), for more details/ and

Out™(11,,) € Out™ (I1,)

for the subgroup of PFC-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outer automorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups and the cus-

pidal inertia subgroups up to a possible permutation of the factors —
cf. the discussion preceding Theorem A; [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (i),
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for more details|. Let us regard the symmetric group on n letters &,
as a subgroup of Out(1l,) wvia the natural inclusion &, — Out(1l,)
obtained by permuting the various factors of X,,. Finally, suppose that
(g,7) € {(0,3);(1,1)}. Then the following hold:

(i) We have an equality
Out(I1,,) = Out™  (IL,,).
If, moreover, (r,n) # (0,2), then we have equalities
Out(I1,) = Out™™(II,,) = Out* (I, x &,..

(i) If either
r>0 n>3

or
n >4

?

then we have equalities

Out(TI,,) = Out™™(I1,,) = Out™(I1,,) x &,,.

The partial combinatorial cuspidalization of Theorem A has natural
applications to the relative and [semi-|absolute anabelian geom-
etry of configuration spaces [cf. Corollaries 2.5, 2.6], which gen-
eralize the theory of [AbsTpl], §1. Roughly speaking, these results
allow one, in a wide variety of cases, to reduce issues concerning the
relative and [semi-]absolute anabelian geometry of configuration spaces
to the corresponding issues concerning the relative and [semi-]absolute
anabelian geometry of hyperbolic curves. Also, we remark that in this
context, we obtain a purely scheme-theoretic result [cf. Lemma 2.7] that
states, roughly speaking, that the theory of isomorphisms [of schemes!]
between configuration spaces associated to hyperbolic curves may be
reduced to the theory of isomorphisms [of schemes!| between hyper-
bolic curves.

In §3, we take up the study of [the group-theoretic versions of| the
various tripods [i.e., copies of the projective line minus three points]
that occur in the various one-dimensional fibers of the log configura-
tion spaces associated to a stable log curve [cf. the discussion entitled
“Curves” in [CbTpl], §0]. Roughly speaking, these tripods either oc-
cur in the original stable log curve or arise as the result of blowing up
various cusps or nodes that occur in the one-dimensional fibers of
log configuration spaces of lower dimension [cf. Figure 1 at the end
of the present Introduction]. In fact, a substantial portion of §3 is
devoted precisely to the theory of classification of the various tripods
that occur in the one-dimensional fibers of the log configuration spaces
associated to a stable log curve [cf. Lemmas 3.6, 3.8]. This leads natu-
rally to the study of the phenomenon of tripod synchronization, i.e.,
roughly speaking, the phenomenon that an outomorphism [that is to
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say, an outer automorphism] of the pro-X fundamental group of a log
configuration space associated to a stable log curve typically induces
the same outer automorphism on the various [group-theoretic] tripods
that occur in subquotients of such a fundamental group [cf. Theo-
rems 3.16, 3.17, 3.18]. The phenomenon of tripod synchronization, in
turn, leads naturally to the definition of the tripod homomorphism
[cf. Definition 3.19], which may be thought of as the homomorphism
obtained by associating to an [FC-admissible] outer automorphism of
the pro-X fundamental group of the n-th log configuration space as-
sociated to a stable log curve, where n > 3 is a positive integer, the
outer automorphism induced on a [group-theoretic|] central tripod,
i.e., roughly speaking, a tripod that arises, in the case where n = 3 and
the given stable log curve has no nodes, by blowing up the intersection
of the three diagonal divisors of the direct product of three copies of
the curve.

Theorem C (Synchronization of tripods in three or more di-
mensions). Let (g,r) be a pair of nonnegative integers such that 2g —
2+ 1r > 0; n a positive integer; > a set of prime numbers which is
either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality one; k
an algebraically closed field of characteristic € %; (Speck)'® the log
scheme obtained by equipping Spec k with the log structure determined
by the fs chart N — k that maps 1 — 0; X8 = X|°® ¢ stable log
curve of type (g,r) over (Speck)s. Write G for the semi-graph of
anabelioids of pro-¥. PSC-type determined by the stable log curve X'°8.
For each positive integer i, write X;Og for the i-th log configuration
space of the stable log curve X' [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves”
in “Notations and Conventions”]; 11; for the mazimal pro-% quotient
of the kernel of the natural surjection m (X,°®) — m,((Spec k)'°2). Let

T C1L, be a {1,--- ,m}-tripod of I, [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)] for
m a positive integer < n. Suppose that n > 3. Let
Htpd C HS

be a 1-central {1,2,3}-tripod of 11, [cf. Definitions 3.5, (i); 3.7,
(i1)]. Then the following hold:

(i) The commensurator and centralizer of T in 11, satisfy the
equality

CHm (T) =T X ZHm (T) .

Thus, if an outomorphism o of I, preserves the 11, -conjugacy
class of T C Il,,, then one obtains a ‘restriction” a|r €

Out(T).

(i) Let o € Out™(11,,) be an FC-admissible outomorphism of I1,,.
Then the outomorphism of 113 induced by o preserves the 13-
conjugacy class of II'P4 C Il3. In particular, by (i), we obtain
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a natural homomorphism
Trpwa : Out?™(11,,) — Out(I1P9) .

We shall refer to this homomorphism as the tripod homo-
morphism associated to I1,,.

(iii) Let o € Out™(I1,) be an FC-admissible outomorphism of TI,,
such that the outomorphism o, of I1,, induced by o preserves
the 11,,-conjugacy class of T C 11, and induces [cf. (i)] the
identity automorphism of the set of T-conjugacy classes of
cuspidal inertia subgroups of T'. Then there exists a geometric
[ef. Definition 3.4, (ii)] outer isomorphism II'PY = T with
respect to which the outomorphism Tywa(a) € Out(II®4) [cf.
(i1)] is compatible with the outomorphism .|t € Out(T)

[ef- (V)]

(iv) Suppose, moreover, that either n > 4 or r # 0. Then the
homomorphism Tywa of (i) factors through Out®(IT®4)A+ C
Out(I1*9) /cf. Definition 3.4, (i)], and, moreover, the resulting
homomorphism

Tipopd OutF(Hn) = OutFC(Hn> N OutC<Htpd)A+
[cf. Theorem A, (ii)] is surjective.

Here, we remark that the surjectivity of the tripod homomorphism
[cf. Theorem C, (iv)] is obtained [cf. Corollary 4.15] as a consequence
of the theory of glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations developed
in §4 [cf. the discussion preceding Theorem F below]. Also, we recall
that the codomain of this surjective tripod homomorphism

Out® (Htpd)AJr

may be identified with the [pro-3] Grothendieck-Teichmiiller group
GT* [cf. the discussion of [CmbCsp], Remark 1.11.1]. Since GT* may
be thought of as a sort of abstract combinatorial approximation
of the absolute Galois group Gg of the rational number field Q, it is
thus natural to think of the surjective tripod homomorphism

Out"(II,,) — Out®(II*4)A+

of Theorem C, (iv), as a sort of abstract combinatorial version of
the natural surjective outer homomorphism

(Mg p)a) = Go

induced on étale fundamental groups by the structure morphism (M, 7)o
— Spec (Q) of the moduli stack (M, y)g of hyperbolic curves of type
(g,7) [cf. the discussion of Remark 3.19.1]. In particular, the kernel of
the tripod homomorphism — which we denote by

OutF (I1,, )2
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— may be thought of as a sort of abstract combinatorial analogue of
the geometric étale fundamental group of (M) [i-e., the kernel of
the natural outer homomorphism (M, ;1)o) = Gol-

One interesting application of the theory of tripod synchronization
is the following. Fix a pro-X fundamental group of a hyperbolic curve.
Recall the notion of a nondegenerate profinite Dehn multi-twist
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 4.4; [CbTpl], Definition 5.8, (ii)] associated to a
structure of semi-graph of anabelioids of pro- PSC-type on such a fun-
damental group. Here, we recall that such a structure may be thought
of as a sort of profinite analogue of the notion of a decomposition of a
hyperbolic topological surface into hyperbolic subsurfaces [i.e., such as
“pants”]. Then the following result asserts that, under certain techni-
cal conditions, any such nondegenerate profinite Dehn multi-twist that
commutes with another nondegenerate profinite Dehn multi-twist as-
sociated to some given totally degenerate semi-graph of anabelioids
of pro-X PSC-type [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.3, (iv)] necessarily arises
from a structure of semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-> PSC-type that
is “co-Dehn” to, i.e., arises by applying a deformation to, the given
totally degenerate semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-X PSC-type [cf.
Corollary 3.25]. This sort of result is reminiscent of topological results
concerning subgroups of the mapping class group generated by pairs of
positive Dehn multi-twists [cf. [Ishi], [HT]].

Theorem D (Co-Dehn-ness of degeneration structures in the
totally degenerate case). In the notation of Theorem C, for i =
1, 2, let Y/°% be a stable log curve over (Speck)°®; H; the “G” that
occurs in the case where we take “X'°%” to be Yilog; (H;, Si, ;) a 3-
cuspidalizable degeneration structure on G [cf. Definition 3.23,
(i), (v)]; o € Out(Ilg) a nondegenerate (H;, S;, ¢;)-Dehn multi-twist
of G [cf. Definition 3.23, (iv)]. Suppose that oy commutes with s,
and that Hy is totally degenerate [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.3, (iv)].

Suppose, moreover, that one of the following conditions is satisfied:

(i) » #0.
(ii) aq and oy are positive definite [cf. Definition 3.23, (iv)].

Then (Hi,S1,¢1) is co-Dehn to (Ha, Sa,¢2) [cf. Definition 3.23,
(111)], or, equivalently [since Ho is totally degenerate/, (Hsa, Sa, o) <
(H1, S1,01) [cf. Definition 3.23, (ii)].

Another interesting application of the theory of tripod synchroniza-
tion is to the computation, in terms of a certain scheme-theoretic
fundamental group, of the purely combinatorial commensurator of
the subgroup of profinite Dehn multi-twists in the group of 3-cuspidali-
zable, FC-admissible, “geometric” outer automorphisms of the pro-X
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fundamental group of a totally degenerate stable log curve [cf. Corol-
lary 3.27|. Here, we remark that the scheme-theoretic |or, perhaps more
precisely, “log algebraic stack-theoretic”| fundamental group that ap-
pears is, roughly speaking, the pro-» geometric fundamental group
of a formal neighborhood, in the corresponding logarithmic moduli
stack, of the point determined by the given totally degenerate sta-
ble log curve. In particular, this computation may also be regarded
as a sort of purely combinatorial algorithm for constructing this
scheme-theoretic fundamental group [cf. Remark 3.27.1].

Theorem E (Commensurator of profinite Dehn multi-twists
in the totally degenerate case). In the notation of Theorem C
[so n > 3], suppose further that if r = 0, then n > 4. Also, we

assume that G is totally degenerate [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 2.3,
i def

(iw)]. Write s: Speck — (Mg = (Mg p))speck [cf. the discussion
entitled “Curves” in “Notations and Conventions”| for the underly-
ing (1-)morphism of algebraic stacks of the classifying (1-)morphism
o ——lo def ,——lo . . .
(Speck)le — (/\/lgfr])k = (Mgfr])Speck; [cf. the discussion entitled
“Curves” in “Notations and Conventions”] of the stable log curve X'°8
over (Speck)'°g; valog for the log scheme obtained by equipping ./VS of
Spec k with the log structure induced, via s, by the log structure of

(M;[gr]) k; N8 for the log stack obtained by forming the [stack-theoretic]
quotient of the log scheme Kf;"g by the natural action of the finite k-
group “s X (M, o) s”, 1.e., the fiber product over (Mg,[r])k of two copies
of s; Ny for the underlying stack of the log stack N¥°&; Iy, C 7 (N!°®)
for the closed subgroup of the log fundamental group i (N1°®) of N8
given by the kernel of the natural surjection m (N°8) — m (N,) [in-
duced by the (1-)morphism N°¢ — N, obtained by forgetting the log
structure/; W%E) (NI for the quotient of m (N°8) by the kernel of the
natural surjection from Iy, to its mazximal pro-¥X quotient IE/S. Then
we have an equality

NOutF(Hn)geo(Dehn(g)) = OOutF(Hn)geO(Dehn(g))
and a natural commutative diagram of profinite groups

1 — Iy — w7 (o) — TN, —— 1

l l l

I —— Dehn(G) —— Coyr, e (Dehn(G)) —— Aut(G) — 1

[¢f. Definition 3.1, (ii), concerning the notation “G”] — where the
horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows are isomor-
phisms. Moreover, Dehn(G) is open in Cg,r g1, )eeo (Dehn(G)).
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In §4, we show, under suitable technical conditions, that an auto-
morphism of the pro-¥X fundamental group of the log configuration
space associated to a stable log curve necessarily preserves the graph-
theoretic structure of the various one-dimensional fibers of such a
log configuration space [cf. Theorem 4.7]. This allows us to verify the
glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations, i.e., roughly speak-
ing, that, for n > 2 a positive integer, the datum of an n-cuspidalizable
outer automorphism of the pro-¥ fundamental group of a stable log
curve is equivalent, up to possible composition with a profinite Dehn
multi-twist, to the datum of a collection of n-cuspidalizable automor-
phisms of the pro-X fundamental groups of the various irreducible com-
ponents of the given stable log curve that satisfy a certain gluing condi-
tion involving the induced outer actions on tripods [cf. Theorem 4.14].

Theorem F (Glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations). In
the notation of Theorem C, write

OutFC(Hn)brch g OutFC (Hn)

for the closed subgroup of Out"“(I1,,) consisting of FC-admissible out-
omorphisms a of 11,, such that the outomorphism of Il determined by
« induces the identity automorphism of Vert(G), Node(G), and, more-
over, fizes each of the branches of every node of G [cf. Definition 4.6,
()]

Glu(I,) € [ Out™((IL,),)

veVert(G)

for the closed subgroup of HveVert(g) Out"®((I1,),) consisting of “glue-
able” collections of outomorphisms of the groups “(1L,),” [cf. Defini-
tion 4.9, (iii)]. Then we have a natural exact sequence of profinite
groups

1 — Dehn(G) — Out™(I1,,)” ™ — Glu(II,) — 1.

This glueability result may, alternatively, be thought of as a re-
sult that asserts the localizability [i.e., relative to localization on
the dual semi-graph of the given stable log curve| of the notion of n-
cuspidalizability. In this context, it is of interest to observe that this
glueability result may be regarded as a natural generalization, to the
case of n-cuspidalizability for n > 2, of the glueability result obtained
in [CbTpl], Theorem B, (iii), in the “l-cuspidalizable” case, which is
derived as a consequence of the theory of localizability [i.e., relative to
localization on the dual semi-graph of the given stable log curve| and
synchronization of cyclotomes developed in [CbTpl], §3, §4. From
this point of view, it is also of interest to observe that the sufficiency
portion of [the equivalence that constitutes] this glueability result [i.e.,
Theorem F] may be thought of as a sort of “converse” to the theory
of tripod synchronizations developed in §3 [i.e., of which the necessity
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portion of this glueability result is, in essence, a formal consequence —
cf. the proof of Lemma 4.10, (ii)]. Indeed, the bulk of the proof given in
§4 of Theorem 4.14 is devoted to the sufficiency portion of this result,
which is verified by means of a detailed combinatorial analysis [cf. the
proof of [CbTpl], Proposition 4.10, (ii)] of the noncyclically primi-
tive and cyclically primitive cases [cf. Lemmas 4.12, 4.13; Figures
2, 3, 4].

Finally, we apply this glueability result to derive a cuspidalization
theorem — i.e., in the spirit of and generalizing the corresponding
results of [AbsCsp|, Theorem 3.1; [Hsh], Theorem 0.1; [Wkb], Theorem
C [cf. Remark 4.16.1] — for geometrically pro-l fundamental groups of
stable log curves over finite fields [cf. Corollary 4.16]. That is to say,
in the case of stable log curves over finite fields,

the condition of compatibility with the Galois action
is sufficient to imply the n-cuspidalizability of arbi-
trary isomorphisms between the geometric pro-l fun-
damental groups, for n > 1.

In this context, it is of interest to recall that strong anabelian results
[i.e., in the style of the “Grothendieck Conjecture”] for such geomet-
rically pro-l fundamental groups of stable log curves over finite fields
are not known in general, at the time of writing. On the other hand,
we observe that in the case of totally degenerate stable log curves
over finite fields, such “strong anabelian results” may be obtained un-
der certain technical conditions [cf. Corollary 4.17; Remarks 4.17.1,
4.17.2].

NOTATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Sets: If S is a set, then we shall denote by #5S the cardinality of S.

Groups: We shall refer to an element of a group as trivial (respectively,
nontrivial) if it is (respectively, is not) equal to the identity element of
the group. We shall refer to a nonempty subset of a group as trivial
(respectively, nontrivial) if it is (respectively, is not) equal to the set
whose unique element is the identity element of the group.

Topological groups: Let G be a topological group and J, H C G
closed subgroups. Then we shall write

Z;(H) S {jeJ|jh=hjforany he H} = Z(H)NJ

for the centralizer of H in J,

for the center of G, and

Zye(H) = lim Z,(U) € J
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— where the inductive limit is over all open subgroups U C H of H —

for the “local centralizer” of H in .J. We shall write Z1°°(G) & Zle¢(@)

for the “local center” of G. Thus, a profinite group G is slim [cf. the
discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpI|, §0] if and only if
Z¢(G) = {1}.

Rings: If R is a commutative ring with unity, then we shall write R*
for the multiplicative group of invertible elements of R.

Curves: Let g, r1, m2 be nonnegative integers such that 2g — 2 +
ri +ry > 0. Then we shall write M, 14, for the moduli stack of
pointed stable curves of type (g,r1 + r2), where the first r marked
points are regarded as unordered, but the last r marked points are
regarded as ordered, over Z; Mg 14r, © Mg jr )4+, for the open sub-
stack of Mg,[rl]m that parametrizes smooth curves; M;[gn] 4, for the
log stack obtained by equipping My |; )+, With the log structure as-
sociated to the divisor with normal crossings My ]4r \ My p]sr C
Mg,[rl]m; Eg,[m]m — M%[ﬁ]m for the tautological stable curve over
ﬂg,[m]m; 597[”]“2 - Eg,[ﬁ]ﬂ,z for the corresponding tautological di-
visor of cusps of Ey,[rlHrz — mg,[TﬂJﬂ‘z’ Then the divisor given by
the union of D, [;,)4r, with the inverse image in C, )1, of the divi-

sor ﬂg,wm \ Mg g4 C Mg,[m]m determines a log structure on

= ! . .
Cy.lri]4re; Write C gjgm ., for the resulting log stack. Thus, we obtain

a (1-)morphism of log stacks Z;[gm] Ny Mlgof[il] +ry- We shall write

Cofrijrs C Cyfra]4r, for the interior of Elg(jﬁl] +r, lcf. the discussion
entitled “Log schemes” in [CbTpI|, §0]. In particular, we obtain a

1-)morphism of stacks C, 149, — M 114, Moreover, for a nonneg-
g,[r1]+r2 g,[r1]+r2

ative integer r such that 2g—2-+r > 0, we shall write Mg,[r} o ﬂg,mw;

def ——log def ——log — def = — def =
M) = Mg o My = Mg tos Coirl = Co 405 Do) = Dy 403

Elgjg,,] aof Elg(?ﬁ,] 405 Colr o Cy.irj+0- In particular, the stack M, ;) may be
regarded as a moduli stack of hyperbolic curves of type (g,r) over Z. 1If
S'is a scheme, then we shall denote by means of a subscript S the result
of base-changing via the structure morphism S — SpecZ the various
log stacks of the above discussion.

Let (g,r) be a pair of nonnegative integers such that 2g —2+r > 0;
n a positive integer; X8 a stable log curve [cf. the discussion entitled
“Curves” in [CbTpl], §0] of type (g,r) over a log scheme S'°8. Then we
shall refer to the log scheme obtained by pulling back the (1-)morphism

M;[gr] = M;[gr] given by forgetting the last n [ordered] points via
the classifying (1-)morphism S%°8 — Mg,[r} of X' as the n-th log
conguration space of X1°8,
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Figure 1 : tripods in the various fibers of a configuration space
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1. COMBINATORIAL ANABELIAN GEOMETRY IN THE ABSENCE OF
GROUP-THEORETIC CUSPIDALITY

In the present §1, we discuss various combinatorial versions of the
Grothendieck Conjecture for outer representations of NN- and IPSC-
type [cf. Theorem 1.9 below]. These Grothendieck Conjecture-type
results may be regarded as generalizations of [NodNon|, Corollary 4.2;
[NodNon|, Remark 4.2.1, that may be applied to isomorphisms that
are not necessarily group-theoretically cuspidal. For instance, we prove
[cf. Theorem 1.9, (ii), below] that any isomorphism between outer
representations of IPSC-type [cf. [NodNon], Definition 2.4, (i)] is nec-
essarily group-theoretically verticial, i.e., roughly speaking, preserves
the verticial subgroups.

A basic reference for the theory of semi-graphs of anabelioids of PSC-
type is [CmbGC]. We shall use the terms “semi-graph of anabelioids of
PSC-type”, “PSC-fundamental group of a semi-graph of anabelioids of
PSC-type”, “finite étale covering of semi-graphs of anabelioids of PSC-
type”, “vertex”, “edge’, “node”’, “cusp”, “verticial subgroup”, “edge-like
subgroup” , “nodal subgroup”, “cuspidal subgroup”, and “sturdy” as they
are defined in [CmbGC], Definition 1.1 [cf. also Remark 1.1.2 below].
Also, we shall apply the various notational conventions established in
[NodNon], Definition 1.1, and refer to the “PSC-fundamental group of
a semi-graph of anabelioids of PSC-type” simply as the “fundamental
group” [of the semi-graph of anabelioids of PSC-type]. That is to
say, we shall refer to the maximal pro-> quotient of the fundamental
group of a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-X PSC-type [as a semi-
graph of anabelioids!] as the “fundamental group of the semi-graph of
anabelioids of PSC-type”.

In the present §1, let 3 be a nonempty set of prime numbers and G a
semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-> PSC-type. Write G for the under-
lying semi-graph of G, Ilg for the [pro-X| fundamental group of G, and
§ — @ for the universal covering of G corresponding to Ilg. Then since
the fundamental group Ilg of G is topologically finitely generated, the
profinite topology of Ilg induces [profinite] topologies on Aut(Ilg) and
Out(Ilg) [cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpl],
§0]. If, moreover, we write Aut(G) for the automorphism group of G,
then, by the discussion preceding [CmbGC]|, Lemma 2.1, the natural
homomorphism

Aut(G) — Out(Ilg)

is an injection with closed image. [Here, we recall that an automor-
phism of a semi-graph of anabelioids consists of an automorphism of
the underlying semi-graph, together with a compatible system of iso-
morphisms between the various anabelioids at each of the vertices and
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edges of the underlying semi-graph which are compatible with the var-
ious morphisms of anabelioids associated to the branches of the under-
lying semi-graph — cf. [SemiAn|, Definition 2.1; [SemiAn|, Remark
2.4.2.] Thus, by equipping Aut(G) with the topology induced via this
homomorphism by the topology of Out(Ilg), we may regard Aut(G) as
being equipped with the structure of a profinite group.

Definition 1.1. We shall say that an element v € Ilg of Ilg is verticial
(respectively, edge-like; nodal; cuspidal) if  is contained in a verticial
(respectively, an edge-like; a nodal; a cuspidal) subgroup of Ilg.

Remark 1.1.1. Let v € IIg be a nontrivial [cf. the discussion entitled
“Groups” in “Notations and Conventions”] element of Ilg. If v € Tlg is
edge-like [cf. Definition 1.1], then it follows from [NodNon|, Lemma 1.5,
that there exists a unique edge € € Edge(G) such that v € Iz If y € Ilg
is werticial, but not nodal [cf. Definition 1.1}, then it follows from

[NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (i), that there exists a unique vertezv € Vert(G)
such that v € 115.

Remark 1.1.2. Here, we take the opportunity to correct an unfortu-
nate misprintin [CmbGC]. In the final sentence of [CmbGC], Definition
1.1, (ii), the phrase “rank > 2” should read “rank > 2”. In particular,
we shall say that G is sturdy if the abelianization of the image, in the
quotient IIg — IIg™ of IIg by the normal closed subgroup normally
topologically generated by the edge-like Asubgroups, of every verticial
subgroup of Ilg is free of rank > 2 over Z*. Here, we note in passing
that G is sturdy if and only if every vertex of G is of genus > 2 [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 2.3, (iii)].

Lemma 1.2 (Existence of a certain connected finite étale cov-
ering). Let n be a positive integer which is a product [possibly with

multiplicities!] of primes € ¥; €y, e3 € Edge(G); v € Vert(G). Write

e1 € EG), er € E(G), and v € B(G). Suppose that the following

conditions are satisfied:
(i) G is untangled /cf. [NodNon], Definition 1.2].

(i) If e; is a node, then the following condition holds: Let w,
w' € V(ey) be the two distinct elements of V(e1) [cf. (i)].
Then #(N(w) NN (w')) > 3.

(iii) If ey is a cusp, then the following condition holds: Let w €
V(e1) be the unique element of V(e1). Then #C(w) > 3.
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(iv) e1 # e3.
(v) v & V(er).

Then there exists a finite étale Galois subcovering G — G ofg — G
such that n divides [IIz, : Iz, N1lg/|, and, moreover, 1lg,, 11z C Ilg.

Proof. Suppose that e; is a node (respectively, cusp). Write H for
the [uniquely determined] sub-semi-graph of PSC-type [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 2.2, (i)] of G whose set of vertices is = V(e;) = {w,w'}
[cf. condition (ii)] (respectively, = {w} [cf. condition (iii)]). Now it
follows from condition (ii) (respectively, (iii)) that there exists an e3 €
Node(Gla) = N (w) NN (w') (respectively, € Cusp(Glg) N Cusp(G) =
C(w)) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.2, (ii)] such that e3 # es. Moreover,
again by applying condition (ii) (respectively, (iii)), together with the
well-known structure of the abelianization of the fundamental group
of a smooth curve over an algebraically closed field of characteristic
¢ 3, we conclude that there exists a finite étale Galois covering G —
Glm that arises from a normal open subgroup of Ilg,, and which is
unramified at every element of Edge(G|m) \ {e1, e3} and totally ramified
at ey, e3 with ramification indices divisible by n. Now since Gy — G|g is
unramified at every element of Cusp(G|g) N Node(G), one may extend
this covering to a finite étale Galois subcovering G’ — G of § — g
which restricts to the trivial covering over every vertex u of G such
that u # w, w’ (respectively, u # w). Moreover, it follows immediately
from the construction of G' — G that n divides [IIg, : 1Iz, N Ilg ], and
IT;,, I13 C Ilg,. This completes the proof of Lemma 1.2. O

Lemma 1.3 (Product of edge-like elements). Let v, 72 € Ilg be
two nontrivial edge-like elements of llg [cf. Definition 1.1]. Write
€1, €y € Edge(g) for the unique elements of Edge(QN) such that v, €
Iz, v € Ilg, [¢f. Remark 1.1.1]. Suppose that the following conditions
are satisfied:

(i) For every positive integer n, it holds that v]~y% is verticial.
(ii) €1 # es.

Then there ezists a [necessarily unique — cf. [NodNon|, Remark 1.8.1,

(111)] v € Vert(G) such that {e1,ex} C E(V); in particular, it holds that
M2 € 5.

Proof. Since €; # € [cf. condition (ii)], one verifies easily that there

exists a finite étale Galois subcovering H — G of G — G that satisfies
the following conditions:

(1) &1(H) # ex(H).
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(2) H is untangled [cf. [NodNon]|, Definition 1.2; [NodNon], Re-
mark 1.2.1, (i), (ii)].

(3) For i € {1,2}, if &; € Node(G), then the following holds: Let
w, w' € V(e;(H)) be the two distinct elements of V(e;(H)) [cf.
(ii)]. Then # (N (w) NN (w')) > 3.

(4) For i € {1,2}, if ¢; € Cusp(G), then the following holds:
Let w € V(e;(H)) be the unique element of V(e;(#)). Then
#C(w) > 3.

Now it is immediate that there exists a positive integer m such that
vt € g, Ny, 45 € 1, N1ly. Let v € Vert(G) be such that +"v3* €
I [cf. condition (i)].

Suppose that 9(H) & V(e1(H)). Then it follows from Lemma 1.2
that there exists a finite étale Galois subcovering H' — H of G —H
such that " & Ily, and, moreover, Ilz, N1l IIzNIL; C Iy, But this
implies that 73", v7"v5" € 11y, hence that 4" € Iy, a contradiction. In
particular, it holds that v(H) € V(e;(H)); a similar argument implies
that (H) € V(é2(H)), hence that V(€1 (H)) N V(ex(H)) # 0. Thus, by
applying this argument to a suitable system of connected finite étale
coverings of H, we conclude that V(e1)NV(e3) # 0, i.e., that there exists
a v € Vert(G) such that {e1,é3} C £(v). Then since Iz, 15, C I3,
it follows immediately that ~;7, € Il;. This completes the proof of
Lemma 1.3. O

Proposition 1.4 (Group-theoretic characterization of closed
subgroups of edge-like subgroups). Let H C llg be a closed sub-
group of llg. Then the following conditions are equivalent:

(i) H is contained in an edge-like subgroup.
(ii) An open subgroup of H is contained in an edge-like sub-
group.
(iii) Every element of H is edge-like [cf. Definition 1.1].
(iv) There exists a connected finite étale subcovering G — G of

G > G such that for any connected finite étale subcovering
G' — G of G — G that factors through G — G, the image of
the composite

HnN Hg/ — Hg/ —» Hagll)/edge

— where we write Hgk,)/ *€ for the torsion-free [cf. [CmbG(],
Remark 1.1.4] quotient of the abelianization HZJ? by the closed
subgroup topologically generated by the images in Hg‘? of the
edge-like subgroups of llg: — s trivial.
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Proof. The implications (i) = (ii) = (iv) are immediate. The equiv-
alence (iii) < (iv) follows immediately from [NodNon|, Lemma 1.6.
Thus, to complete the verification of Proposition 1.4, it suffices to ver-
ify the implication (iii) = (i). To this end, suppose that condition (iii)
holds. First, we observe that, to verify the implication (iii) = (i), it
suffices to verify the following assertion:

Claim 1.4.A: Let 71, 72 € H be nontrivial elements.

Write €1, €3 € Edge(G) for the unique elements of

Edge(G) such that v, € ITz,, 45 € Iz, [ef. Remark 1.1.1].

Then €, = é5.
To verify Claim 1.4.A, let us observe that it follows from condition (iii)
that, for every positive integer n, it holds that v+ is edge-like, hence
verticial. Thus, it follows immediately from Lemma 1.3 that there
exists an element v € Vert(G) such that {1, e} C £(v); in particular,
it holds that vy, 72 € Il;. Thus, to complete the verification of Claim
1.4.A; we may assume without loss of generality — by replacing [1g, H
by II;, Iz N H, respectively — that Node(G) = () [so €71, é; € Cusp(G)].
Moreover, we may assume without loss of generality — by replacing Ilg
(respectively, 71, 72) by a suitable open subgroup of Ilg (respectively,
suitable powers of 7y, 72) — that #Cusp(G) > 4. Thus, it follows
immediately from the well-known structure of the abelianization of the
fundamental group of a smooth curve over an algebraically closed field
of characteristic € X that the direct product of any 3 cuspidal inertia
subgroups of Ilg associated to distinct cusps of G maps injectively to the
abelianization Hgb of Ilg. In particular, since ;79 is edge-like, hence
cuspidal, we conclude, by considering the cuspidal inertia subgroups
that contain 71, v2, and 172, that €; = €;. This completes the proof of
Claim 1.4.A, hence also of the implication (iii) = (i). This completes
the proof of Proposition 1.4. O

Proposition 1.5 (Group-theoretic characterization of closed
subgroups of verticial subgroups). Let H C Ilg be a closed sub-
group of llg. Then the following conditions are equivalent:

(i) H is contained in a verticial subgroup.

(ii) An open subgroup of H is contained in a verticial subgroup.
(iii) Every element of H is verticial [cf. Definition 1.1].
)

(iv) There exists a connected finite étale subcovering G — G of

G > G such that for any connected finite étale subcovering
G' — G of G — G that factors through Gt — G, the image of
the composite

HnN Hg/ — Hg/ —» Hgll)—comb
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— where we write TIE ™ for the torsion-free [cf. [CmbGC],
Remark 1.1.4] quotient of the abelianization Hg‘? by the closed
subgroup topologically generated by the tmages in Hgt,’ of the
verticial subgroups of Ilg: — 14s trivial.

Proof. The implications (i) = (ii) = (iv) are immediate. Next, we
verify the implication (iv) = (iii). Suppose that condition (iv) holds.
Let v € H. Then to verify that v is verticial, we may assume with-
out loss of generality — by replacing H by the procyclic subgroup
of H topologically generated by v — that H is procyclic. Now the
implication (iv) = (iii) follows immediately from a similar argument
to the argument applied in the proof of the implication (ii) = (i) of
[NodNon], Lemma 1.6, in the edge-like case. Here, we note that unlike
the edge-like case, there is a slight complication arising from the fact
[cf. [NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (i)] that an element v € Vert(G) is not
necessarily uniquely determined by the condition that H C Ilg, ie.,
there may exist distinct v1, v2 € V(€) for some € € Node(G) such that
H C Iz =1l NIlg,. On the other hand, this phenomenon is, in fact,
irrelevant to the argument in question, since 1lIg does not contain any
elements that fix, but permute the branches of, €. This completes the
proof of the implication (iv) = (iii).

Finally, we verify the implication (iii) = (i). Suppose that condition
(iii) holds. Now if every element of H is edge-like, then the implication
(iii) = (i) follows from the implication (iii) = (i) of Proposition 1.4,
together with the fact that every edge-like subgroup is contained in a
verticial subgroup. Thus, to verify the implication (iii) = (i), we may
assume without loss of generality that there exists an element v; € H

of H that is not edge-like. Write v; € Vert(G) for the unique element

of Vert(G) such that v, € Il [cf. Remark 1.1.1].
Now we claim the following assertion:

Claim 1.5.A: H C 1I,.

Indeed, let v € H be a nontrivial element of H. If v = v, then
v € I3, . Thus, we may assume without loss of generality that v, # 7s.
Write v & T

Next, suppose that v, is not edge-like. Write vy € Vert(g) for the
unique element of Vert(G) such that 4, € Ily, [cf. Remark 1.1.1]. Let
H — G be a connected finite étale subcovering of G — G. Then since
neither 1 nor vy is edge-like, one verifies easily — by applying the
implication (iv) = (i) of Proposition 1.4 to the closed subgroups of
IIg topologically generated by 71, 72, respectively — that there exist
a connected finite étale subcovering H' — H of QN — H and a positive
integer n such that 7, 74 € Il C Ily, and, moreover, the images
of 41, 74 € Tlyy via the natural surjection Il — TI5/“* [cf. the
notation of Proposition 1.4, (iv)] are nontrivial. Thus, it follows from
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the existence of the natural split injection

@ sz/edge N H?_B/edge
veVert(H')

of [NodNon], Lemma 1.4, together with the fact that vy € Ilyy is
verticial [cf. condition (iii)], that v (H') = va(H'), hence that v1(H) =
Ua(H). Therefore, by allowing the subcovering H — G of G — G to
vary, we conclude that v; = v9; in particular, it holds that v, € 115,.

Next, suppose that ~, is edge-like, but that v is not edge-like. Then,
by applying the argument of the preceding paragraph concerning -, to
v, we conclude that ~, hence also s, is contained in I .

Next, suppose that both v, and v are edge-like. Write ¢3, € €
Edge(G) for the unique elements of Edge(G) such that vo € Ilg,, v € Ilz
[cf. Remark 1.1.1]. Then since v, is not edge-like, it follows immedi-
ately that ey # e. Moreover, it follows from condition (iii) that for
any positive integer n, the element v§~" is verticial. Thus, it follows

immediately from Lemma 1.3 that there exists a unique v € Vert(G)
such that {es, e} C E£(v), 11 = 772 € ;. On the other hand, since
vy € Vert(G) is uniquely determined by the condition that v, € Iz, we
thus conclude that v; = v, hence that v, € Ilz, C I3, as desired. This
completes the proof of Claim 1.5.A and hence also of the implication
(iii) = (i). O

Theorem 1.6 (Section conjecture-type result for outer rep-
resentations of SNN-, IPSC-type). Let ¥ be a nonempty set of
prime numbers, G a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro->% PSC-type, and
I — Aut(G) an outer representation of SNN-type [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (iii)]. Write Ilg for the [pro-X] fundamental group of G

e out . . . . .
and I1; o IIg x I [cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in
[CbTpl|, §0/; thus, we have a natural exact sequence of profinite groups

1 —1Ilg — I — 1 —1.

Write Sect(I1; /1) for the set of sections of the natural surjection 11; —»
1. Then the following hold:

(i) For anyv € Vert(G), the composite I; — 11; — I [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.2, (i)] is an isomorphism. In particular, Iz C II;
determines an element sy € Sect(Il;/I); thus, we have a map

Vert(G) — Sect(1l;/1)
v — Sy -

Finally, the following equalities concerning centralizers of sub-
groups of 1y in Ilg [cf. the discussion entitled “Topological
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groups” in “Notations and Conventions”] hold: Zy,(ss(1)) =
Zn, (I) = 1.

(ii) The map of (i) is injective.

(iii) If, moreover, I — Aut(G) is of IPSC-type [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (i)], then, for any s € Sect(1l;/1I), the central-
izer Zng(s(I)) is contained in a verticial subgroup.

(iv) Let s € Sect(Il;/I). Consider the following two conditions:

(1) The section s is contained in the image of the map of (i),

i.e., s = sy for some v € Vert(G).

(2) ZHg (ZHQ(S(‘[)>> = {1}
Then we have an implication

(1) = (2).
If, moreover, I — Aut(G) is of IPSC-type, then we have an
equivalence

(1) = (2).

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The fact that the composite I —
II; — I is an isomorphism follows from condition (2') of [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (ii). On the other hand, the equalities Z, (s3(1)) =
Zn,(Iy) = 1 follow from [NodNon|, Lemma 3.6, (i). This completes
the proof of assertion (i). Assertion (ii) follows immediately from the
final equalities of assertion (i), together with [NodNon|, Lemma 1.9,
(ii). Next, we verify assertion (iii). Write H o Zig(s(1)). Then
it follows immediately from [CmbGC]|, Proposition 2.6, together with
the definition of H = Zy,(s(/)), that for any connected finite étale

subcovering G' — G of G — G, the image of the composite
HnN Hg/ — Hg/ —» Hgt/)—comb

[cf. the notation of Proposition 1.5, (iv)] is trivial. Thus, it follows
from the implication (iv) = (i) of Proposition 1.5 that H is contained
in a verticial subgroup. This completes the proof of assertion (iii).
Finally, we verify assertion (iv). To verify the implication (1) = (2),
suppose that condition (1) holds. Then since Zn, (s3(1)) = Zu,(Is) =
II; [cf. assertion (i)] is commensurably terminal in Ig [cf. [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (ii)] and center-free [cf. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], we
conclude that Zy, (Zu,(ss(1))) = Zn, (Ilz) = {1}. This completes the
proof of the implication (1) = (2). Next, suppose that I — Aut(G) is of

IPSC-type, and that condition (2) holds. Then it follows from assertion

(iii) that there exists a o € Vert(G) such that H o Zng(s(I)) C

I3, so Iz € Zy,(H). On the other hand, since s(I) C Zp,(H), and
Znig(H) = Zng(Zug(s(1))) = {1} [cf. condition (2)], i.e., the composite
of natural homomorphisms Zy, (H) < II; — [ is injective, it follows
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that s(I) = Zn,(H) O I;. Since [ and s(/) may be obtained as the
images of sections, we thus conclude that Iz = s(I), i.e., s = s3. This
completes the proof of the implication (2) = (1), hence also of assertion
(iv). O

Remark 1.6.1. Recall that in the case of outer representations of NN-
type, the period matriz is not necessarily nondegenerate [cf. [CbTpl],
Remark 5.9.2]. In particular, the argument applied in the proof of The-
orem 1.6, (iii) — which depends, in an essential way, on the fact that,
in the case of outer representations of IPSC-type, the period matrix is
nondegenerate [cf. the proof of [CmbGC], Proposition 2.6] — cannot be
applied in the case of outer representations of NN-type. Nevertheless,
the question of whether or not Theorem 1.6, (iii), as well as the appli-
cation of Theorem 1.6, (iii), given in Corollary 1.7, (ii), below, may be
generalized to the case of outer representations of NN-type remains a
topic of interest to the authors.

Corollary 1.7 (Group-theoretic characterization of verticial
subgroups for outer representations of IPSC-type). In the no-
tation of Theorem 1.6, let us refer to a closed subgroup of llg as a
section-centralizer if it may be written in the form Zu,(s(I)) for
some s € Sect(Il;/I). Let H C g be a closed subgroup of llg. Then
the following hold:

(i) Suppose that H is a section-centralizer such that Zy,(H) =
{1}. Then the following conditions on a section s € Sect(Il;/I)
are equivalent:

(1) H = Zng(s(D)).
(-2) s(1) C Zu, (H).
(i-3) s(I) = Zy, (H).

(ii) Consider the following three conditions:
(ii-1) H is a verticial subgroup.
(ii-2) H is a section-centralizer such that Zy,(H) = {1}.
(ii-3) H is a maximal section-centralizer.
Then we have implications
(ii-1) = (ii-2) = (ii-3) .

If, moreover, I — Aut(G) is of IPSC-type [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (i)], then we have equivalences

(ii-1) < (ii-2) < (ii-3) .
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Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The implication (i-1) = (i-2)
is immediate. To verify the implication (i-2) = (i-3), suppose that
condition (i-2) holds. Then since Zy,(H) N1lg = Zn,(H) = {1}, the
composite Zy,(H) < II; — I is injective. Thus, since the composite
s(I) < Zn,(H) < Iy — [ is an isomorphism, it follows immediately
that condition (i-3) holds. This completes the proof of the implication
(i-2) = (i-3). Finally, to verify the implication (i-3) = (i-1), suppose
that condition (i-3) holds. Then since H is a section-centralizer, there
exists a t € Sect(Il;/1) such that H = Zy,(t(1)). In particular, ¢(/) C
Zn,(H) = s(I) [cf. condition (i-3)]. We thus conclude that t = s, i.e.,
that condition (i-1) holds. This completes the proof of assertion (i).
Next, we verify assertion (ii). The implication (ii-1) = (ii-2) fol-
lows immediately from Theorem 1.6, (i), (iv). To verify the impli-
cation (ii-2) = (ii-3), suppose that H satisfies condition (ii-2); let
s € Sect(Il;/I) be such that H C Zp,(s(I)). Then it follows imme-
diately that s(I) C Zp,(H). Thus, it follows immediately from the
equivalence (i-1) < (i-2) of assertion (i) that H = Zy,(s(I)). This
completes the proof of the implication (ii-2) = (ii-3). Finally, observe
that the implication (ii-3) = (ii-1) in the case where I — Aut(G) is of
IPSC-type follows immediately from Theorem 1.6, (iii), together with
the fact that every verticial subgroup is a section-centralizer [cf. the
implication (ii-1) = (ii-2) verified above]. This completes the proof of
Corollary 1.7. O

Lemma 1.8 (Group-theoretic characterization of verticial sub-
groups for outer representations of SNN-type). Let H C Ilg be
a closed subgroup of Illg and I — Aut(G) an outer representation of

out

SNN-type [cf. [NodNon|, Definition 2.4, (iii)]. Write 11, o Mg x I
[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpl|, §0/; thus,
we have a natural exact sequence of profinite groups

1 —1Ilg — I — 1 —1.

Suppose that G is untangled [cf. [NodNon|, Definition 1.2]. Then H
1s a verticial subgroup if and only if H satisfies the following four
conditions:

(i) The composite Iy & Zn,(H) = II; — I is an isomorphism.
(ii) 1t holds that H = Zn,(In).
(iii) For any v € Ilg, it holds that v € H if and only if HN (v - H -
v 1) # {1}
(iv) H contains a nontrivial verticial element of Ilg [cf. Defini-
tion 1.1].
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Proof. If H is a verticial subgroup, then it is immediate that condition
(iv) is satisfied; moreover, it follows from condition (2) of [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (ii) (respectively, [NodNon], Lemma 3.6, (i); [NodNon],
Remark 1.10.1), that H satisfies condition (i) (respectively, (ii); (iii)).
This completes the proof of necessity.

To verify sufficiency, suppose that H satisfies conditions (i), (ii), (iii),

and (iv). It follows from condition (iv) that there exists a o € Vert(G)
def

such that J = H NIl; # {1}. If either J = II; or J = H, i.e., either
II; € H or H C 1l;, then it is immediate that either I; C I; or I~ Cly
[cf. [NodNon], Definition 2.2, (i)]. Thus, it follows from condition (i)
[for H and Il that Iy = I;. But then it follows from condition (ii)
[for H and Il3| that H = Zn,(Ig) = Zu,(I5) = Ilg; in particular, H is
a verticial subgroup.

Thus, we may assume without loss of generality that J # H, Il;.

Let v € H\ J. Write J? &f v -J+-~7L. Then we have inclusions
IGODJCHDJ Cllgy (=v-z-~71).

Now we claim the following assertion:

Claim 1.8.A: Ny, (J) = J, Ny, (J7) = J.
Indeed, let o € Ny, (J). Then since {1} # J = JN(o-J -0!) C
17 N 1lge, it follows from condition (iii) [for II;] that o € II;. Similarly,
since {1} # J =JN(c-J-0c') C HN(c-H- o), it follows
from condition (iii) [for H] that ¢ € H. Thus, ¢ € Iy N H = J. In
particular, we obtain that Ny (J) = J. A similar argument implies
that Ny, (J7) = J7. This completes the proof of Claim 1.8.A.

Now the composites N, (J), N, (J?) — II; — [ fit into exact
sequences of profinite groups

1 — Np,(J) — N, (J) — 1,
1 — Ny (J7) — N, (J7) — 1.
Thus, since we have inclusions
Iy = Zn,(H) € Zn,(J) € N, (J),
Ty = Zu,(H) € Z, (") € Ny, (7).
Iz = Zn, () € Zn, (J) € N, (J),
Iy = Zy,(lg) € Zn,(J7) € N, (J7)

it follows immediately from Claim 1.8.A, together with condition (i)
[for H and Il], that

Nuy,(J)=J-Ig=J-Iy, Nu,(J")=J"-Iyg=J" L.
In particular, we obtain that
Iy € Ny, (J)=J - I C1lz- Dy = Dy,
Iy C N, (J7) = J7 - Iy C g - Dyv = Dy
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[cf. [NodNon], Definition 2.2, (i)], i.e., Iy € Dz N Dg. On the other
hand, since H 5 v ¢ J = H N1l it follows from condition (iii) [for
1] that IIz» N1l = {1}; thus, it follows immediately from the fact
that Dy N Dy N1lg = 1z NIl = {1} [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii)], together with condition (i), that Iy = Dz N Dy, which implies,
by [NodNon], Proposition 3.9, (iii), that there exists a @ € Vert(G)
such that Iy = Iz. In particular, it follows from condition (ii) [for H
and Ilg] that H = Zn,(Ig) = Zn,(Iz) = llg. Thus, H is a verticial
subgroup. This completes the proof of Lemma 1.8. U

Theorem 1.9 (Group-theoretic verticiality /nodality of isomor-
phisms of outer representations of NN-, IPSC-type). Let X be
a nonempty set of prime numbers, G (respectively, H) a semi-graph
of anabelioids of pro-¥. PSC-type, Ilg (respectively, 11y ) the [pro-X]
fundamental group of G (respectively, H), a: Ilg = Iy an isomor-
phism of profinite groups, I (respectively, J) a profinite group, p;: I —
Aut(G) (respectively, py: J — Aut(H)) a continuous homomorphism,
and B: I = J an isomorphism of profinite groups. Suppose that the
diagram
I —— Out(Hg)

,Bl J/ Out(a)

J —— Out(HH)
— where the right-hand vertical arrow is the isomorphism induced by
a; the upper and lower horizontal arrows are the homomorphisms de-

termined by pr and py, respectively — commutes. Then the following
hold:

(i) Suppose, moreover, that pr, p; are of NN-type [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (iii)]. Then the following three conditions are
equivalent:

(1) The isomorphism « is group-theoretically verticial [i.e.,

roughly speaking, preserves verticial subgroups — cf. [CmbG(C],

Definition 1.4, (iv)].

(2) The isomorphism « is group-theoretically nodal [i.e.,
roughly speaking, preserves nodal subgroups — cf. [NodNon],
Definition 1.12].

(3) There erxists a nontrivial verticial element v € Ilg such
that a(y) € Iy is verticial [cf. Definition 1.1].

(ii) Suppose, moreover, that p; is of NN-type, and that p; is of
IPSC-type /cf. [NodNon|, Definition 2.4, (i)]. [For example,
this will be the case if both pr and py are of IPSC-type — cf.
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[NodNon|, Remark 2.4.2.] Then « is group-theoretically
verticial, hence also [cf. (i)] group-theoretically nodal.

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The implication (1) = (2) fol-
lows from [NodNon|, Proposition 1.13. The implication (2) = (3)
follows from the fact that any nodal subgroup is contained in a verti-
cial subgroup. [Note that if Node(H) = (), then every element of Ty
is wverticial.] Finally, we verify the implication (3) = (1). Suppose
that condition (3) holds. Since verticial subgroups are commensurably
terminal [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)], to verify the implica-
tion (3) = (1), by replacing II;, II; by open subgroups of 11, 11, we
may assume without loss of generality that p;, p; are of SNN-type [cf.
[NodNon], Definition 2.4, (iii)], and, moreover, that G and H are un-
tangled [cf. [NodNon], Definition 1.2; [NodNon|, Remark 1.2.1, (i), (ii)].
Let v € Vert(G) be such that v € II;. Then it is immediate that o(Il3)
satisfies conditions (i), (ii), and (iii) in the statement of Lemma 1.8.
On the other hand, it follows from condition (3) that a(Il;) satisfies
condition (iv) in the statement of Lemma 1.8. Thus, it follows from
Lemma 1.8 that «o(Il;) C Iy is a wverticial subgroup. Now it follows
from [NodNon|, Theorem 4.1, that « is group-theoretically verticial.
This completes the proof of the implication (3) = (1).

Finally, we verify assertion (ii). It is immediate that, to verify as-
sertion (ii) — by replacing I, J by open subgroups of I, J — we may
assume without loss of generality that p; is of SNN-type. Let H C Ilg
be a verticial subgroup of Ilg. Then it follows from Corollary 1.7,
(ii), that H, hence also a(H), is a mazimal section-centralizer [cf. the
statement of Corollary 1.7]. Thus, since p; is of IPSC-type, again by
Corollary 1.7, (ii), we conclude that a(H) C Il is a verticial subgroup
of II3. In particular, it follows from [NodNon|, Theorem 4.1, together
with [NodNon], Remark 2.4.2, that « is group-theoretically verticial

and group-theoretically nodal. This completes the proof of assertion
(i). O

Remark 1.9.1. Thus, Theorem 1.9, (i), may be regarded as a gen-
eralization of [NodNon], Corollary 4.2. Of course, ideally, one would
like to be able to prove that conditions (1) and (2) of Theorem 1.9,
(i), hold automatically [i.e., as in the case of outer representations of
IPSC-type treated in Theorem 1.9, (ii)], without assuming condition
(3). Although this topic lies beyond the scope of the present mono-
graph, perhaps progress could be made in this direction if, say, in the
case where ¥ is either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of car-
dinality one, one starts with an isomorphism « that arises from a PF-
admissible [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 1.4, (i)] isomorphism between con-
figuration space groups corresponding to m-dimensional configuration
spaces [where m > 2| associated to stable curves that give rise to G and
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H, respectively [i.e., one assumes the condition of “m-cuspidalizability”
discussed in Definition 3.20, below, where we replace the condition of
“PFC-admissibility” by the condition of “PF-admissibility”]. For in-
stance, if Cusp(G) # 0, then it follows from [CbTplI|, Theorem 1.8,
(iv); [NodNon]|, Corollary 4.2, that this condition on « is sufficient to
imply that conditions (1) and (2) of Theorem 1.9, (i), hold.
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2. PARTIAL COMBINATORIAL CUSPIDALIZATION FOR F-ADMISSIBLE
OUTOMORPHISMS

In the present §2, we apply the results obtained in the preceding §1,
together with the theory developed by the authors in earlier papers, to
prove combinatorial cuspidalization-type results for F-admissible out-
omorphisms [cf. Theorem 2.3, (i), below]. We also show that any F-
admissible outomorphism of a configuration space group [arising from a
configuration space] of sufficiently high dimension [i.e., > 3 in the affine
case; > 4 in the proper case| is necessarily C-admissible, i.e., preserves
the cuspidal inertia subgroups of the various subquotients correspond-
ing to surface groups [cf. Theorem 2.3, (ii), below|. Finally, we discuss
applications of these combinatorial anabelian results to the anabelian
geometry of configuration spaces associated to hyperbolic curves over
arithmetic fields [cf. Corollaries 2.5, 2.6, below].

In the present §2, let X be a set of prime numbers which is either
equal to the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality one; n a positive
integer; k an algebraically closed field of characteristic € »; X a hyper-
bolic curve of type (g, r) over k. For each positive integer i, write X; for
the i-th configuration space of X; II; for the maximal pro-3 quotient
of the fundamental group of Xj;.

Definition 2.1. Let o € Aut(Il,,) be an automorphism of II,,.
(i) Write
{1}:Kn§Kn—1§§K2§K1§K0:Hn

for the standard fiber filtration on 11, [cf. [CmbCsp|, Defini-
tion 1.1, (i)]. For each m € {1,2,--- n}, write C,, for the
[finite] set of K,,_1/K,,-conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia
subgroups of K,,_1/K,, [where we recall that K,,_1/K,, is
equipped with a natural structure of pro-X surface group —
cf. [MzTa], Definition 1.2]. Then we shall say that a is wC-
admissible [i.e., “weakly C-admissible”] if o preserves the stan-
dard fiber filtration on II,, and, moreover, satisfies the following
conditions:

o Ifm € {1,2,---n—1}, then the automorphism of K, 1/K,,
determined by « induces an automorphism of C,,.

e It follows immediately from the various definitions in-
volved that we have a natural injection C,,_; — C},. That
is to say, if one thinks of K, 5 as the two-dimensional
configuration space group associated to some hyperbolic
curve, then the image of C,,_1 — C,, corresponds to the
set of cusps of a fiber [of the two-dimensional configura-
tion space over the hyperbolic curve| that arise from the
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cusps of the hyperbolic curve. Then the automorphism of
K, determined by « induces an automorphism of the
image of the natural injection C,,_y — C),.
Write
Aut™O(I1,,) € Aut(Il,,)
for the subgroup of wC-admissible automorphisms and

def

Out™(I1,,) = Aut“(1l,,) /Inn(11,) € Out(IL,).
We shall refer to an element of Out™“(I1,,) as a wC-admissible
outomorphism.

(ii) We shall say that « is FwC-admissible if « is F-admissible
[cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1, (ii)] and wC-admissible [cf. (i)].
Write

Aut"™C(11,) € Aut™(11,,)

for the subgroup of FwC-admissible automorphisms and
Out™C(I1,) & Aut™C(11,,)/Inn(11,) € OutF(1L,,).

We shall refer to an element of Out™“(I1,,) as an FwC-admissible
outomorphism.

(iii) We shall say that « is DF-admissible [i.e., “diagonal-fiber-
admissible”’] if a is F-admissible, and, moreover, « induces
the same automorphism of II; relative to the various quotients
I1,, — II; by fiber subgroups of co-length 1 [cf. [MzTa|, Defini-
tion 2.3, (iii)]. Write

AutPY(I1,,) € Aut(11,,)

for the subgroup of DF-admissible automorphisms.

Remark 2.1.1. Thus, it follows immediately from the definitions that
C-admissible =— wC-admissible.

In particular, we have inclusions

Aut'(I1,) < Aut'™o(1I,) Out™“(I1,,) < Out™c(I1,)
N N N N
Aut(Il,) < Aut“9(II,) Oout®(I1,) < Out™ (Il,)

[cf. Definition 2.1, (i), (ii)].
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Lemma 2.2 (F-admissible automorphisms and inertia subgroups).
Let o € Aut"(I1,) be an F-admissible automorphism of II,,. Then the
following hold:

(i) There exist § € Aut® (I1,) [cf. Definition 2.1, (iii)] and v €
Inn(IL,) such that « = B o .

(ii) For each positive integer i, write Z;Og for the i-th log config-
uration space of X [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in
“Notations and Conventions”]; Uz, C Z; for the interior of
7% [cf. the discussion entitled “Log schemes” in [CbTpl],
§0/, which may be identified with X;. Let € be an irreducible
component of the complement Z,_1 \ Uz, , [cf. [CmbCsp],
Proposition 1.3]; 1. C 11,1 an inertia subgroup of 11,,_1 asso-
ciated to the divisor € of Z,_1; pr: Uy, — Uy, | the projection
obtained by forgetting the factor labeled n; pr't: 11, —» II,_;
the surjection induced by pr; I, /,_q aof Ker(pr'!); 0 an ir-
reducible component of the fiber of the [uniquely determined]
extension Z, — Z,_1 of pr over the generic point of € [so
0 naturally determines an irreducible component of the com-
plement Z, \ Uz, ]: Dy C I, Xy, _, I (C II,) — where the
homomorphism 11, — 11,,_1 implicit in the fiber product is the
surjection pr't: II, — II,_1 — a decomposition subgroup of
I, xq, , I. (C11,) associated to the divisor [naturally deter-

mined by/ 0 of Z,; 11y o Dy NI, /n—1 [c¢f. [CmbCsp], Proposi-
tion 1.3, (iv)]. Suppose that the automorphism of I1,,_1 induced
by a € Aut¥(I1,) relative to pr'" stabilizes I, C I1,,_,. Then o

preserves the I1,,/,_1-conjugacy class of 1ly.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from [CbTpl], Theorem A, (i).
Assertion (ii) follows immediately from Theorem 1.9, (ii) [cf. also the
proof of [CmbCsp]|, Proposition 1.3, (iv)]. O

Theorem 2.3 (Partial combinatorial cuspidalization for F-ad-
missible outomorphisms). Let 3 be a set of prime numbers which
is either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality one; n
a positive integer; X a hyperbolic curve of type (g,r) over an alge-
braically closed field of characteristic € 3; X,, the n-th configuration
space of X; 11, the maximal pro-> quotient of the fundamental group
of Xn;
Out"(I1,,) € Out(I1,)

the subgroup of F-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speaking,
outomorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups — cf. [CmbCsp|, Def-
inition 1.1, (ii)] of 1L,,;

Out™(11,,) € Out™(IT,,)
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the subgroup of FC-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outomorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups and the cuspidal
inertia subgroups — cf. [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (ii)] of I1,,;

(Out™(I1,,) C) Ouwt™C(IL,) € Out™(IL,)

the subgroup of FwC-admissible outomorphisms [cf. Definition 2.1,
(i1); Remark 2.1.1] of I1,,. Then the following hold:

(i) Write

Ninj =

def | 1 ifr#0, Cdef | 3 dfr#£0,
2 ifr=0, ™IT 14 fr=0.

If n > niyy (respectively, n > ny), then the natural homomor-
phism
Out"(IT,,; 1) — Out"(II,,)

induced by the projections X, 1 — X, obtained by forgetting
any one of the n+1 factors of X, 11 [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A,
(1)] is injective (respectively, bijective).

(i) Write
(2 =03
nyc = 3 Zf (g,T’) 7£ (073) and r % 07
4 fr=0.

If n > ngc, then it holds that
Out™(I1,,) = Out™(I1,,) .

(iii) Write

2 afr>2,
nFchéf 3 Zf?"zl,
4 ifr=0.

If n > npyc, then it holds that
Out™ ¢ (I1,,) = Out™(IT,,) .

(iv) Consider the natural inclusion
S,, — Out(Il,)

— where we write &,, for the symmetric group on n letters —
obtained by permuting the various factors of X,. If (r,n) #
(0,2), then the image of this inclusion is contained in the cen-
tralizer Zou,)(Out® (I1,)).

Proof. First, we verify assertion (iii) in the case where n = 2, which
implies that » > 2 [cf. the statement of assertion (iii)]. To verify
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assertion (iii) in the case where n = 2, it is immediate that it suffices
to verify that

AutFWC<H2) = AU_tF(H2> .

Let a € Aut™(Ily). Let us assign the cusps of X the labels ay,--- ,a,.
Now, for each 7 € {1,--- ,r}, recall that there is a uniquely determined
cusp of the geometric generic fiber X5/, of the projection X, — X to
the factor labeled 1 that corresponds naturally to the cusp of X labeled
a;; we assign to this uniquely determined cusp the label b;. Thus,
there is precisely one cusp of X5/, that has not been assigned a label
€ {by, -+ ,b.}; we assign to this uniquely determined cusp the label
b-11. Then since the automorphism of I1; induced by « relative to either
p1 or po — where we write pq, po for the surjections Iy — II; induced
by the projections X, — X to the factors labeled 1, 2, respectively
— is F'C-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A, (ii)], it follows from the
various definitions involved that, to verify that a € Aut"™°(Ily), it
suffices to verify the following assertion:

Claim 2.3.A: For any b € {by,--- ,b.}, if [, C Iy o

Ker(p;) C 11, is a cuspidal inertia subgroup associated
to the cusp labeled b, then «([}) is a cuspidal inertia
subgroup.

Now observe that to verify Claim 2.3.A, by replacing o by the compos-
ite of a with a suitable element of Aut™(Il,) [cf. [CmbCsp], Lemma
2.4], we may assume without loss of generality that the [necessarily FC-
admissible] automorphism of I1; induced by « relative to p;, hence also
relative to py [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A, (i)], induces the identity auto-
morphism on the set of conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups
of Hl.

To verify Claim 2.3.A; let us fix b € {by,---,b.}, together with a
cuspidal inertia subgroup I, C I/, associated to the cusp labeled b of
Iy/1. Also, let us fix

e a € {ay, - ,a.} such that if b = b; and a = a;, then ¢ # j [cf.
the assumption that r > 2!J;

e a cuspidal inertia subgroup I, C II; associated to the cusp
labeled a of II,.

Now observe that since the [necessarily FC-admissible| automorphism
of II; induced by « relative to p; induces the identity automorphism
on the set of conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups of Il;, to
verify the fact that «(lp) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup, we may assume
without loss of generality [by replacing « by a suitable IIy-conjugate of
a] that the automorphism of II; induced by « relative to p; fizes I,. Let
I, C1Ily/ be a major verticial subgroup at a [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition
1.4, (ii)] such that I, C TIg,. Then it follows from Lemma 2.2, (ii),
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that « fixes the II,/-conjugacy class of Il,, i.e., that HI% o a(llg,)
is a Ily/1-conjugate of Ilr,. Thus, one verifies easily that, to verify
that «(lp) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup, it suffices to verify that the
isomorphism I1p, — HTFa induced by « is group-theoretically cuspidal
— cf. [CmbGC], Definition 1.4, (iv). [Note that it follows immediately
from the various definitions involved that Il and H}a may be regarded
as pro-X fundamental groups of semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-%
PSC-type.] On the other hand, it follows immediately from the various
definitions involved that this isomorphism factors as the composite

Mp, — I > I <— IO},

— where the first and third arrows are the isomorphisms induced by
pa: Iy — II; [ef. [CmbCsp]|, Definition 1.4, (ii)], and the second ar-
row is the automorphism induced by « relative to p, — and that the
three arrows appearing in this composite are group-theoretically cuspi-
dal. Thus, we conclude that a(l}) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup. This
completes the proof of Claim 2.3.A, hence also of assertion (iii) in the
case where n = 2.

Next, we verify assertion (ii) in the case where (g,7,n) = (0,3,2).
In the following, we shall use the notation “a;” [for i = 1, 2, 3] and
“b;” [for j = 1, 2, 3, 4] introduced in the proof of assertion (iii) in
the case where n = 2. Now, to verify assertion (ii) in the case where
(g,m,n) = (0,3,2), it is immediate that it suffices to verify that

AutFC(Hg) = AutF(Hg) .

Let a € Aut"(Ily). Then let us observe that to verify that a &
Aut"C(I1,), by replacing a by the composite of o with a suitable ele-
ment of Aut*“(I1,) [cf. [CmbCsp], Lemma 2.4], we may assume without
loss of generality that the [necessarily FC-admissible — cf. [CbTpl],
Theorem A, (ii)] automorphism of II; induced by « relative to p;, hence
also relative to py [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A, (i)] — where we write p,
py for the surjections II, — II; induced by the projections X — X to
the factors labeled 1, 2, respectively — induces the identity automor-
phism on the set of conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups of
IT;. Now it follows from assertion (iii) in the case where n = 2 that «
is FwC-admissible; thus, to verify the fact that « is FC-admissible, it
suffices to verify the following assertion:

Claim 2.3.B: If I, C Ily; & Ker(p;) C TI, is a cuspi-
dal inertia subgroup associated to the cusp labeled by,
then a(1,) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup.

On the other hand, as is well-known [cf. e.g., [CbTpl|, Lemma 6.10,
(ii)], there exists an automorphism of X5 over X relative to the projec-
tion to the factor labeled 1 which switches the cusps on the geometric
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generic fiber X5/, labeled b; and by. In particular, there exists an auto-
morphism ¢ of Il over II; relative to p; which switches the respective
II5/1-conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups associated to by
and by. Write 8 =1"toaou.

Now let us verify that Claim 2.3.B follows from the following asser-
tion:

Claim 2.3.C: 8 € Aut"(Il,).

Indeed, if Claim 2.3.C holds, then it follows from assertion (iii) in the
case where n = 2 that, for any cuspidal inertia subgroup I, C Il
associated to the cusp labeled by, B(1,,) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup.
Thus, it follows immediately from our choice of ¢ that, for any cuspidal
inertia subgroup I, C Il,,; associated to the cusp labeled by, a(ly,) is
a cuspidal inertia subgroup. This completes the proof of the assertion
that Claim 2.3.C implies Claim 2.3.B.

Finally, we verify Claim 2.3.C. Since « and ¢, hence also 3, preserve
Iy, C Ily, it follows immediately from [CmbCsp|, Proposition 1.2, (i),
that, to verify Claim 2.3.C, it suffices to verify that § preserves =, C Il
[cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1, (iii)], i.e., the normal closed subgroup
of Il, topologically normally generated by a cuspidal inertia subgroup
associated to by. On the other hand, this follows immediately from
the fact that o preserves the Ily/;-conjugacy class of cuspidal inertia
subgroups associated to by [cf. assertion (iii) in the case where n = 2],
together with our choice of «. This completes the proof of Claim 2.3.C,
hence also of assertion (ii) in the case where (g,7,n) = (0, 3,2).

Next, we verify assertion (ii) in the case where (g,7,n) # (0, 3,2).
Thus, n > 3. Write II} (respectively, II}; II1) for the kernel of the
surjection II,, — II,_3 (respectively, II,_ 1 — II,_3; 11,5 — II,_3)
induced by the projection obtained by forgetting the factor(s) labeled
n, n — 1, n — 2 (respectively, n — 1, n — 2; n — 2). Here, if n = 3, then
we set IT,_3 = 1Ty & {1}. Then recall [cf., e.g., the proof of [CmbCsp],
Theorem 4.1, (i)] that we have natural isomorphisms

out

t out 1 out 1
Hn ~ H3 X Hn_g ; Hn—l ~ H2 X Hn_g ; Hn_g ~ Hl X Hn_3

[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in [CbTpl], §0]. Also,
we recall [cf. [MzTa], Proposition 2.4, (i)] that one may interpret the
surjections H; —» HE —» HJ{ induced by the surjections II,, — II,_; —
IT,,_o as the surjections “II3 — Il — II;” that arise from the projec-
tions X3 — Xy — X in the case of an “X” of type (g,7 + n — 3).
Moreover, one verifies easily that this interpretation is compatible with
the definition of the various “Out(—)’s” involved. Thus, since ngc = 4
if r = 0, the above natural isomorphisms, together with [CbTpl], The-
orem A, (ii), allow one to reduce the equality in question to the case
where n = 3 and r # 0.
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Now one verifies easily that, to verify the equality in question in the
case where n = 3 and r # 0, it is immediate that it suffices to verify
that

AUtFC(Hg) = AutF(Hg) .

Let o € Aut™(IT3). Then let us observe that to verify o € Aut™(I3),
by replacing o by the composite of a with a suitable element of Aut"“(Is)
[cf. [CmbCsp|, Lemma 2.4], we may assume without loss of general-
ity that the [necessarily FC-admissible — cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A,
(ii)] automorphism of II; induced by « relative to ¢, hence also rel-
ative to either go or g3 [cf. [CbTplI], Theorem A, (i)] — where we
write q1, q2, q3 for the surjections II3 — II; induced by the projections
X3 — X to the factors labeled 1, 2, 3, respectively — induces the iden-
tity automorphism on the set of conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia
subgroups of IIy; in particular, one verifies easily that the [necessarily
FC-admissible — cf. [CbTpl|, Theorem A, (ii)] automorphism of II,
— where we write p;: Il — II; for the surjection induced by the pro-

jection Xy — X to the factor labeled 1 and II,/ et Ker(p,) C I, —
induced by « induces the identity automorphism on the set of conjugacy
classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups of Il ;. Write Xy, (respectively,
X3/2; X3/1) for the geometric generic fiber of the projection X; — X
(respectively, X3 — Xy; X3 — X)) to the factor(s) labeled 1 (respec-
tively, 1, 2; 1). Let us assign the cusps of X the labels aq,- - ,a,. For
eachi € {1,--- ,r}, we assign to the cusp of Xy/; that corresponds nat-
urally to the cusp of X labeled a; the label b;. Thus, there is precisely
one cusp of X,,; that has not been assigned a label € {by,--- ,b.};
we assign to this uniquely determined cusp the label b,.;. For each
i€ {l,---,r+ 1}, we assign to the cusp of X3/, that corresponds nat-
urally to the cusp of X5/, labeled b; the label ¢;. Thus, there is precisely
one cusp of X35 that has not been assigned a label € {c,- -+, ¢41}; we
assign to this uniquely determined cusp the label ¢, 5. Now it follows
from assertion (iii) in the case where n = 2, applied to the restriction of

o to g/ o Ker(qy), together with [CbTpl], Theorem A, (ii), that « is
FwC-admissible. Write qi2: 113 — Il for the surjection induced by the

projection X3 — Xy to the factors labeled 1, 2; IT3 /5 aef Ker(qi2) C IIs.
Thus, to verify the fact that a is FC-admissible, it suffices to verify the
following assertion:

Claim 2.3.D: If I, ., C Il3/5 is a cuspidal inertia sub-
group associated to the cusp labeled ¢, o, then o(/,,.,)

is a cuspidal inertia subgroup.

To verify Claim 2.3.D, let us fiz a cusp labeled b € {by,---,b.}
[where we recall that r # 0], a cuspidal inertia subgroup I, C Il as-
sociated to the cusp labeled b of X3/1, and a cuspidal inertia subgroup

I., ., € Il3/5 associated to the cusp labeled ¢, 5 of II3/;. Now observe



40 YUICHIRO HOSHI AND SHINICHI MOCHIZUKI

that since the [necessarily FC-admissible] automorphism of Ily/; in-
duced by « induces the identity automorphism on the set of conjugacy
classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups of I/, to verify the assertion
that a(I,,,,) is a cuspidal inertia subgroup, we may assume without
loss of generality [by replacing « by a suitable II3-conjugate of a] that
the automorphism of Il,,; induced by « fixes I,. Let 1lIg, C I3/, be a
minor verticial subgroup, relative to the two-dimensional configuration
space X3/1 associated to the hyperbolic curve Xy, at the cusp labeled
b [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.4, (ii)] such that I. ,, C IIg,. Then it fol-
lows immediately from Lemma 2.2, (ii), that o fixes the II3/5-conjugacy

class of I, , i.e., that HTEb o a(llg,) is a II3/5-conjugate of I1g,. Thus,

one verifies easily that, to verify that «(/,,,) is a cuspidal inertia sub-
group, it suffices to verify that the isomorphism Iz, — Hgb induced by
a is group-theoretically cuspidal — cf. [CmbGC], Definition 1.4, (iv).
[Note that it follows immediately from the various definitions involved
that Ilg, and HEb may be regarded as pro-X fundamental groups of
semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-¥ PSC-type.] On the other hand, it
follows immediately from a similar argument to the argument applied
in the discussion concerning the isomorphism of the second display of
[CmbCsp], Definition 1.4, (ii), that the composites

g, , HTEb — I3/ — Iy

— where the second arrow is the surjection determined by the surjec-
tion ¢13: [I3 — Ily induced by the projection X3 — X5 to the factors
labeled 1, 3 — are injective, and that the Il,,;-conjugacy class of the
image in Ily/; of either of these composite injections coincides with the
II5/1-conjugacy class of a minor verticial subgroup at the cusp labeled
a; [where we write b = b; — cf. [CmbCsp]|, Definition 1.4, (ii)]. In
particular, since the automorphism of I, induced by « relative to ¢i3
is F'C-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Theorem A, (ii)], it follows immediately
that the isomorphism g, — Hgb induced by « is group-theoretically
cuspidal. This completes the proof of Claim 2.3.D, hence also of asser-
tion (ii).

Now assertion (iii) in the case where n # 2 follows immediately
from assertion (i), together with the natural inclusions Out"“(II,,) C
Out™ ¢ (I1,) C Out"(II,,) [cf. Remark 2.1.1]. This completes the proof
of assertion (iii).

Next, we verify assertion (i). The bijectivity portion of assertion
(i) follows from assertion (ii), together with the bijectivity portion of
[NodNon|, Theorem B. Thus, it suffices to verify the injectivity portion
of assertion (i). First, we observe that injectivity in the case where
(g,7) = (0,3) follows from assertion (ii), together with the injectiv-
ity portion of [NodNon], Theorem B. Write II} (respectively, II!) for
the kernel of the surjection 11,1 — II,_; (respectively, II,, — II,_1)



COMBINATORIAL ANABELIAN TOPICS II 41

induced by the projection obtained by forgetting the factor(s) labeled
n+1, n (respectively, n). Here, if n = 1, then we set I1,,_; = Il def {1}.
Then recall [cf. e.g., the proof of [CmbCsp]|, Theorem 4.1, (i)] that we
have natural isomorphisms
out out
M~ I % I,y 5 I, ~ IO X 10,

[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in [CbhTpl], §0]. Also,
we recall [cf. [MzTa], Proposition 2.4, (i)] that one may interpret the
surjection HE —» HI induced by the surjection II,,; — II, in question
as the surjection “Ily — II;” that arises from the projection Xy — X
in the case of an “X” of type (g, 7+n—1). Moreover, one verifies easily
that this interpretation is compatible with the definition of the various
“Out(—)’s” involved. Thus, since ny,; = 2 if r = 0, the above natural
1somorphisms allow one to reduce the injectivity in question to the
case where n = 1 and r # 0. On the other hand, this injectivity follows
immediately from a similar argument to the argument used in the proof
of [CmbCsp], Corollary 2.3, (ii), by replacing [CmbCsp|, Proposition
1.2, (iii) (respectively, the non-resp’d portion of [CmbCsp|, Proposition
1.3, (iv); [CmbCsp], Corollary 1.12, (i)), in the proof of [CmbCsp],
Corollary 2.3, (ii), by Lemma 2.2, (i) (respectively, Lemma 2.2, (ii);
the injectivity in question in the case where (g,r) = (0,3), which was
verified above). This completes the proof of the injectivity portion of
assertion (i), hence also of assertion (i).

Finally, assertion (iv) follows immediately from assertion (i), to-
gether with a similar argument to the argument applied in the proof
of [CmbCsp|, Theorem 4.1, (iv). This completes the proof of Theo-
rem 2.3. U

Corollary 2.4 (PFC-admissibility of outomorphisms). In the no-
tation of Theorem 2.3, write

Out"™(11,,) € Out(IL,)

for the subgroup of PF-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outomorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups up to a possible
permutation of the factors — cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 1.4, (i)] and

Out*(11,,) € Out™ (11,

for the subgroup of PFC-admissible outomorphisms [i.e., roughly speak-
ing, outomorphisms that preserve the fiber subgroups and the cuspidal
inertia subgroups up to a possible permutation of the factors — cf.
[CbTpl|, Definition 1.4, (iii)]. Let us regard the symmetric group onn
letters &,, as a subgroup of Out(Il,) via the natural inclusion of The-
orem 2.3, (). Finally, suppose that (g,r) & {(0,3);(1,1)}. Then the
following hold:
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(i) We have an equality
Out(IL,) = Out™" (IL,,).
If, moreover, (r,n) # (0,2), then we have equalities
Out(IL,) = Out™™(II,,) = Out*(I1,)) x &,

[cf. the notational conventions introduced in Theorem 2.3].

(i) If either
r>0 n>3
or
n >4,
then we have equalities
Out(Il,) = Out™ (I1,,) = Out™(11,) x &,

[cf. the notational conventions introduced in Theorem 2.3].

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The equality in the first display
of assertion (i) follows from [MzTa], Corollary 6.3, together with the
assumption that (g,7) € {(0,3);(1,1)}. The second equality in the
second display of assertion (i) follows from Theorem 2.3, (iv). This
completes the proof of assertion (i). Next, we verify assertion (ii). The
first equality of assertion (ii) follows immediately from Theorem 2.3,
(i), together with the first equality of assertion (i). The second equality
of assertion (ii) follows from [NodNon], Theorem B. This completes the
proof of assertion (ii). O

Corollary 2.5 (Anabelian properties of hyperbolic curves and
associated configuration spaces I). Let X be a set of prime numbers
which is either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality
one; m < n positive integers; (g,r) a pair of nonnegative integers such
that 29 — 24+ 1 > 0; k a field of characteristic ¢ ¥; k a separable

closure of k; X a hyperbolic curve of type (g,r) over k. Write

G o Gal(k/k). For each positive integer i, write X; for the i-th
configuration space of X; (X;)z def X; Xy k; Ax, for the mazimal

pro-¥ quotient of the étale fundamental group of (X;)z;
piz Gk — Out(AXZ)

for the pro-X outer Galois representation associated to X;; &; for the
symmetric group on i letters;

CI)iZ 61 — Out(AXZ.)

for the outer representation arising from the permutations of the factors
of X;. Suppose that the following conditions are satisfied:
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(1) (g,r) € {(0,3); (1, 1)}

(2) If (r,n,m) € {(0,2,1);(0,2,2);(0,3,1)}, then there exists an
[ € X such that k is l-cyclotomically full, i.e., the [-adic
cyclotomic character of Gy, has open image.

Then the following hold:

(i) Let o € Out(Ay, ). Then there exists a unique element o, €
&, such that a o ®,(c,) € Out’(Ax,) [¢f. the notational
conventions introduced in Theorem 2.3]. Write

O, € OutF(AXm)

for the outomorphism of Ax, induced by oo ®,(0,), relative
to the quotient Ax, — Ax, by a fiber subgroup of co-length m
of Ax,. [Note that it follows from [CbTpl|, Theorem A, (i),
that o, does not depend on the choice of fiber subgroup of
co-length m of Ax,.]
(i) If (r,n,m) € {(0,2,1);(0,2,2);(0,3,1)}, then
Cou(ay,)(Im(p¥,)) € Out™ (Ax,)
[cf. the notational conventions introduced in Corollary 2.4).
(iii) The map
Out(AXn) — Out(AXm)

o — Oy

[cf. (i)] determines an exact sequence of homomorphisms of
profinite groups

1 — &, 2% Out™™(Ayx,) — Out(Ay,)

— where the second arrow is a split injection whose image
commutes with Out™(Ay,) and has trivial intersection
with Tm(p%, ). If (r,n) # (0,2), then the map o — a, deter-
mines a sequence of homomorphisms of profinite groups

1 — &, 2% Out(Ay,) — Out(Ay,)

— where the second arrow is a split injection whose im-
age commutes with Out™(Ax,) and has trivial intersec-
tion with Tm(p% ) — which is exact if, moreover, (r,n,m) #
(0,3,1).

(iv) Let o € Out(Ax,). If (r,n,m) {(0,2,1);(0,3,1)}, then we
suppose further that o € Out" " (Ax ), which is the case if,

for instance, o € Coway ) (Am(p%,)) [cf. (ii)]. Then it holds
that

a € Zouy(ay,)(Im(py,))
(respectively, Nout(Axn)(Im(p)%n)) ) Cout(AXn)(Im@?(”)))
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if and only if
m € Zow(ay,)(Im(p. )
(respectively, Now(ax,,)(Im(px,,)) i Couax,,)(Im(px,)))-

(v) For each positive integer i, write Auty(X;) for the group of au-
tomorphisms of X; over k. Then if the natural homomorphism

Autg(X,,) — ZOut(AXm)(Im(pim))
i1s bijective, then the natural homomorphism

Auty(X,) — Zour(ax,)Im(pX,))
1s bijective.

(vi) For each positive integer i, write Aut((X;)z/k) for the group
of automorphisms of (X;)g that are compatible with some au-
tomorphism of k; Aut’(Gy) for the group of automorphisms
of Gy that preserve Ker(py,) € Gy [where we note that, by

[NodNon|, Corollary 6.2, (i), for any positive integer i, it holds
that Ker(p%,) = Ker(px,)]. Then if the natural homomorphism

Aut((Xn)g/k) — Aut?(Gr) X aus(um(pz, ) Nous(ax,,) (m(px,,))

1s bijective, then the natural homomorphism

Aut((Xn)z/k) — Aut’(Gr) X autm(ey ) Nout(ax,) (Im(px,))

is bijective.
Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The existence of such a o, follows
from the fact that Out(Ax,) = Out™ (Ax, ) [cf. Corollary 2.4, (i), to-
gether with assumption (1)]. The uniqueness of such a o, follows imme-
diately from the easily verified faithfulness of the action of G,,, via ®,,,
on the set of fiber subgroups of Ay, . This completes the proof of asser-
tion (i). Next, we verify assertion (ii). Since Out(Ax,) = Out™ (Ax,)
[cf. Corollary 2.4, (i), together with assumption (1)], assertion (ii)
follows immediately from [CmbGC], Corollary 2.7, (i), together with
condition (2). This completes the proof of assertion (ii).

Next, we verify assertion (iii). First, let us observe that it fol-
lows immediately from the various definitions involved that Im(®,,) C
Out™(Ax, ). Now since Out(Ay,) = Out™ (Ay,) [cf. Corollary 2.4,
(i), together with assumption (1)], and Out®(Ax,) is normalized by
Out™(Ax, ), one verifies easily [i.e., by considering the action of ele-
ments of Out™ (Ax,) on the set of fiber subgroups of Ay, ] that the
second arrow in either of the two displayed sequences is a split injec-
tion. Moreover, since [as is easily verified] the outer action of Gy, via
pin, on Ay, fizes every fiber subgroup of Ay, , it follows immediately

from the faithfulness of the action of &,,, via ®,,, on the set of fiber
subgroups of Ay, that the image of the second arrow in either of the
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two displayed sequences has trivial intersection with Im(p%, ). Now it
follows from [NodNon|, Theorem B, that the image of the second arrow
of the first displayed sequence commutes with Out™®(A X, ); in partic-
ular, one verifies easily from the various definitions involved [cf. also
Corollary 2.4, (i), together with assumption (1)] that the third arrow of
the first displayed sequence is a homomorphism. If (r,n) # (0,2), then
it follows from Corollary 2.4, (i), together with assumption (1), that the
image of the second arrow of the second displayed sequence commutes
with Out™ (A, ); in particular, one verifies easily from the various def-
initions involved [cf. also Corollary 2.4, (i), together with assumption
(1)] that the third arrow of the second displayed sequence is a homo-
morphism. Now if (r,m) # (0,1), then it follows immediately from
the injectivity portion of Theorem 2.3, (i), together with the equality
Out(Ayx,) = Out™(Ax,) [cf. Corollary 2.4, (i), together with assump-
tion (1)], that the kernel of the third arrow in either of the two displayed
sequences is Im(®,,). Moreover, if (r,n,m) € {(0,2,1);(0,3,1)}, then
it follows immediately from the injectivity portion of [NodNon], Theo-
rem B, that the kernel of the third arrow in the first displayed sequence
is Im(®,,). On the other hand, if (r,m) = (0,1) and n ¢ {2, 3}, then it
follows immediately from the injectivity portion of [NodNon|, Theorem
B, together with Corollary 2.4, (ii), together with assumption (1), that
the kernel of the third arrow in either of the two displayed sequences
is Im(®,,). This completes the proof of assertion (iii).

Next, we verify assertion (iv). Now since the permutations of the
factors of X,, give rise to automorphisms of X, over k, it follows im-
mediately that Im(®,) € Zouyay,)(Im(p¥,)). In particular, to verify
assertion (iv), we may assume without loss of generality — by replacing
a by a, [cf. assertion (i)] — that a € Out"(Ay,), and that m < n.
Then necessity follows immediately. On the other hand, sufficiency
follows immediately from the exact sequences of assertion (iii). This
completes the proof of assertion (iv). Assertion (v) (respectively, (vi))
follows immediately from assertions (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), together with
Lemma 2.7, (iii), below (respectively, Lemma 2.7, (iv), below). This
completes the proof of Corollary 2.5. O

Corollary 2.6 (Anabelian properties of hyperbolic curves and
associated configuration spaces II). Let X be a set of prime num-
bers which is either equal to the set of all prime numbers or of cardi-
nality one; m < n positive integers; (gx,7x), (gy,ry) pairs of non-
negative integers such that 29x — 2 +rx, 29y — 2+ ry > 0; kx, ky
fields; kx, ky separable closures of kx, ky, respectively; X, Y hy-

perbolic curves of type (9x,7x), (g9vy,ry) over kx, ky, respectively.

Write Gy = Gal(kx/kx); Gy o Gal(ky /ky). For each positive

integer 1, write X;, Y; for the i-th configuration spaces of X, Y,
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. def T def T
respectively; (X;)p = Xi Xuy kx; Yoz, = Yi Xny ky; 70 ((Xo)z, ),
>

7 ((Yi)g, ) for the maximal pro-X quotients of the étale fundamental

groups 71 ((X)g,), T ((Yg,) of (X, (Vi)g,, respectively; w1 (X),
(2)

m ' (Y;) for the geometrically pro-3 étale fundamental groups of X;, Y;,
respectively, i.e., the quotients of the étale fundamental groups m(X;),
m(Y;) of Xi, Yi by the respective kernels of the natural surjections
m((Xo)ey) — (X)) m1((Yi)g, ) — m2((Yo)g, ). Suppose that the
following conditions are satisfied:

(1) {(gx:7rx); (gv,7ry)} N{(0,3); (1,1)} = 0.

(2) If (rx,n,m) (respectively, (ry,n,m)) is contained in the set
{(0,2,1);(0,2,2);(0,3,1)}, then there exists an I € ¥ such
that kx (respectively, ky ) is l-cyclotomically full, i.e., the [-
adic cyclotomic character of Gy, (respectively, G, ) has open
1mage.

Then the following hold:

(i) Let 0: kx = ky be an isomorphism of fields that determines
an isomorphism kx — ky. For each positive integer i, write

Isomy(X;,Y;) for the set of isomorphisms of X; with Y; that
are compatible with the isomorphism kx — ky determined
by 6; Isomg(ﬂiz)(Xi),ﬂE)(K;)) for the set of isomorphisms of
Wiz) (X;) with WEZ)(Yi) that are compatible with the isomorphism
Gry — Gy determined by 0. Then if the natural map
Tsommg (X, Vo) — Isomg (0 (X, ), 707 (Vo)) /Inn(7 (Yin)7, )

1s bijective, then the natural map
Isomg(X,,, Y,) — Isomg(r{™ (X,.), 77 (Vo)) /Inn (7 ((Ya)z, )
1s bijective.

(ii) For each positive integer i, write Isom((X;)z /kx, (Yi)z, /ky)

for the set of isomorphisms of (X;)g, with (Yi)z,, that are com-
patible with some field isomorphism of kx with ky;

Tsom(m” (X;) /Gy, 737 (V2) /Gy )

for the set of isomorphisms of W%E) (X;) with ﬂ%z) (Y;) that are
compatible with some isomorphism of Gy, with Gy, . Then if
the natural map

Isom((Xon )z, /kx, (Yon)z, /Fy)

— Tsom(m1 (Xom) /G 707 (Vi) /Gy ) /I (72 (Yo )7, ))
15 bijective, then the natural map

Isom((X,)7, /kx, (Ya)z, /kv)
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— Tsom(my” (X,) /Gy, i (V) /Gy ) Tom (3 (Ya)z, )
15 bijective.
Proof. Consider assertion (i) (respectively, (ii)). If the set
Tsomg ;™ (X,), 1 (V) /In(my (Ya)z, )
(respectively,
Tsom(my” (X,) /Gy i (V) /Gy ) /I (V) )

is empty, then assertion (i) (respectively, (ii)) is immediate. Thus, we
may suppose without loss of generality that this set is nonempty. Then
one verifies easily from [MzTa|, Corollary 6.3, together with condition
(1), that the set

Tsomg(7{ (X,), 10 (Vo)) /Innn (7l (Yia)z, )
(respectively,
Tsom (™ (Xon) /G 1y (Yin) /Gy ) /Tnn(m (V)5 ) )

is nonempty. Thus, it follows immediately from the bijectivity assumed
in assertion (i) (respectively, (ii)) that there exists an isomorphism
X,, = Y,, that is compatible with the isomorphism kx — ky deter-
mined by 6 (respectively, an isomorphism (X,,)z. = (Yn)z, that is
compatible with some isomorphism kx — ky). In particular, it follows
immediately from Lemma 2.7, (iii), below (respectively, Lemma 2.7,
(iv), below) that there exists an isomorphism X — Y that is compatible
with the isomorphism kx — ky determined by @ (respectively, an iso-
morphism X X ky S Y x ky ky that is compatible with some isomor-
phism kx — ky). Thus, by pulling back the various objects involved
via this isomorphism, to verify assertion (i) (respectively, (ii)), we may
assume without loss of generality that (X, kx, kx,0) = (Y, ky, ky, idz, )
(respectively, (X, kx,kx) = (Y, ky,ky)). Then assertion (i) (respec-
tively, (ii)) follows from Corollary 2.5, (v) (respectively, Corollary 2.5,
(vi)). This completes the proof of Corollary 2.6. O

Lemma 2.7 (Isomorphisms between configuration spaces of
hyperbolic curves). Let n be a positive integer; (gx,7x), (9y,Ty)
pairs of nonnegative integers such that 29x —2+1rx, 29y —2+1ry > 0;
kx, ky fields; kx, ky separable closures of kx, ky, respectively; X, Y
hyperbolic curves of type (9x,7rx), (gy,ry) over kx, ky, respectively.

Write X,,, Y,, for the n-th configuration spaces of X, Y, respectively;

def - def - def - def
XEX =X Xk ]{IX; YEY =Y Xky ky,‘ (XH>EX = Xn Xk ]{IX; (Yn)Ey =
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Y, Xu, ky; &, for the symmetric group on n letters; Auty, (X,) for
the group of automorphisms of X,, over kx;

U, &, — Autyg, (X,)

for the action of S,, on X,, over kx obtained by permuting the factors

of X,. Suppose that (9x,7x), (9v,ry) & {(0,3);(1,1)}. Then the
following hold:

(i) Let a: X,, = Y, be an isomorphism. Then there exists a
unique isomorphism ag: ky — kx that is compatible with o
relative to the structure morphisms of X,,, Y,.

(ii) Leta: X,, =Y, be an isomorphism. Then there exist a unique
permutation o € ¥V, (S,) C Auty, (X,,) and a unique isomor-
phism aq: X =Y that is compatible with o o o relative to the
projections X,, — X, Y, — Y to each of the n factors.

(iii) Write Isom(X,,Y,,) for the set of isomorphisms of X,, with'Y,,;
Isom(X,Y) oof Isom(Xy,Y1). Then the natural map
Isom(X,Y) x U,,(&,,) — Isom(X,,Y,)
15 bijective.
(iv) Write Isom((Xy)z, /kx, (Ya)z, /ky) for the set of isomorphisms

~

(Xn)z, — (Ya)z, that are compatible with some isomorphism

ky = kx; Tsom(Xg, Jkx, Yz, /hy) = Tsom((X1)z, /kx, (Y1)z, /ky)-
Then the natural map
Isom(XEX/kX,ng/k’y) x U, (6,) — Isom((X,)z, /kx, (Yn)gy/ky)
1s bijective.
Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). Write (C:X)°8 (CY)l°s for the
n-th log configuration spaces [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves’ in
“Notations and Conventions”] of [the smooth log curves over kyx, ky
determined by] X, Y, respectively. Then recall [cf. the discussion at
the beginning of [MzTa], §2] that (C:X)°s (CY)l°8 are log regular log
schemes whose interiors are naturally isomorphic to X,,, Y,, respec-
tively, and that the underlying schemes CX, CY of (CX)ls (CY)los

n

are proper over kyx, ky, respectively. Thus, by applying [ExtFam],
Theorem A, (1), to the composite

« Y A 4
Xn — Yn — Cn — M9Y77"Y+n

— where we refer to the discussion entitled “Curves” in [CbTpl], §0,
concerning the notation “M,,, ., +,”; the third arrow is the natural
(1-)morphism arising from the definition of C¥" — we conclude that
the composite

« Y v -
Xn — Yn — On — MQYJ'Y‘F” — (ngﬂ”y-&-n)c
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— where we write (M, 1n)¢ for the coarse moduli space associated
to ﬂgy ry+n — factors through the natural open immersion X,, < CX.
On the other hand, one verifies immediately that the composite CY —
MQY,TYJM — (ng,rﬁn)c is proper and quasi-finite, hence finite. In
particular, if we write C*' C CX x;, CY for the scheme-theoretic clo-
sure of the graph of the composite X,, = Y,, < CV then the composite

CT — CX %, CY 28 X is a finite morphism from an integral scheme to
a normal scheme which induces an isomorphism between the respective
function fields. Thus, we conclude that this composite is an isomor-
phism, hence that « extends uniquely to a morphism CX — CY. Now
recall that C-X is proper, geometrically normal, and geometrically con-
nected over kx. Thus, one verifies immediately, by considering global
sections of the respective structure sheaves, that there exists a unique
homomorphism «q: ky — kx that is compatible with . Moreover, by
applying a similar argument to o', it follows that g is an isomor-
phism. This completes the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). First, let us observe that, by replacing
Y by the result of base-changing Y via ag: ky = kx [cf. assertion (i)],
we may assume without loss of generality that ky = ky, ky = kx,
and that « is an isomorphism over kx. Next, let us observe that it
is immediate that ¢ and «; as in the statement of assertion (ii) are
unique; thus, it remains to verify the existence of such o and «;. Next,
let us observe that it follows immediately from [MzTa|, Corollary 6.3,
that there exists a permutation o € ¥, (S,,) such that if we identify
the respective sets of fiber subgroups of Ax , Ay, — where we write
Ax,, Ay, for the maximal pro-l quotients of the étale fundamental
groups of (X,)z,, (Ya)z,, respectively, for some prime number [ that
is invertible in ky — with the set 2{1"} [cf. the discussion entitled
“Sets” in [CbTpl], §0] in the evident way, then the automorphism of

the set 2{b "} induced by the composite /3 © 2 oo is the tdentity
automorphism. Write pry: X,, = X, pry: Y, = Y for the projections
to the factor labeled n, respectively. Then we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 2.7.A: There exists an isomorphism a;: X =Y
that is compatible with  relative to pry, pry-.

Indeed, write I' C X xj, Y for the scheme-theoretic image via X, X,

y i ) X X1, Y of the graph of the composite X, Ly, Wy
Next, 1et us observe that if Z is an irreducible scheme of finite type
over k x, then any nonconstant [i.e., dominant] kx-morphism Z — Yi.

induces an open homomorphism between the respective fundamental
groups. Thus, since the automorphism of the set 21"} induced by
[ is the identity automorphism, it follows immediately that, for any
kx-valued geometric point Z of X, if we write F' for the geometric
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_ . Pr
fiber of pry: X, — X at 7, then the composite F' — (X,)z, —

(pry )z
(Yo )z, Ty Y%, is constant. In particular, one verifies immediately

that T" is an integral, separated scheme of dimension 1. Thus, since
pry is surjective, geometrically connected, smooth, and factors through

the composite I' — X X, Y %X, it follows immediately that this
composite morphism I' — X is surjective and induces an isomorphism
between the respective function fields. Therefore, one concludes easily,
by applying Zariski’s main theorem, that the composite I' — X X

Y 2 X is an 1somorphism, hence that there exists a unique morphism
ay: X — Y such that pry o f = a3 o pry. Moreover, by applying a
similar argument to 37!, it follows that «; is an isomorphism. This
completes the proof of Claim 2.7.A.

Write v for the composite of 3 with the isomorphism Y, = X,, de-
termined by aj'. Then it is immediate that + is an automorphism
of X,, over X relative to pry; in particular, the outomorphism of
Ay, induced by 7 is contained in the kernel of the homomorphism
Out"(Ayx,) — Out™(Ax) — where we write Ax for the maximal pro-I
quotient of the étale fundamental group of Xz — induced by pry.
Now, by applying a similar argument to the argument of the proof of
Claim 2.7.A; one verifies easily that, for each i € {1,--- ,n}, there ex-
ists an automorphism v; ; of X that is compatible with ~ relative to the
projection X,, — X to the factor labeled ¢. [Thus, v, = idx.] More-
over, since, by applying induction on n, we may assume that assertion
(i) has already been verified for n — 1, it follows immediately that
the outomorphism of Ay, induced by v is contained in Out"“(Ay, ),
hence in the kernel of the homomorphism Out™(Ay,) — Out™(Ax)
induced by the projections X,, — X to each of the n factors [cf.
[CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (iii)]. Therefore, it follows immediately
from the argument of the first paragraph of the proof of [LocAn], The-
orem 14.1, that, for each i € {1,---,n}, 7, is the identity automor-
phism of X, hence also that ~ is the identity automorphism of X,,. This
completes the proof of assertion (ii).

Assertions (iii), (iv) follow immediately from assertion (ii), together
with the various definitions involved. This completes the proof of
Lemma 2.7. U



COMBINATORIAL ANABELIAN TOPICS II 51

3. SYNCHRONIZATION OF TRIPODS

In the present §3, we introduce and study the notion of a tripod of
the log fundamental group of the log configuration space of a stable
log curve [cf. Definition 3.3, (i), below]. In particular, we discuss the
phenomenon of synchronization among the various tripods of the log
fundamental group [cf. Theorems 3.17; 3.18, below|. One interesting
consequence of this phenomenon of tripod synchronization is a certain
non-surjectivity result [cf. Corollary 3.22 below|. Finally, we apply
the theory of synchronization of tripods to show that, under certain
conditions, commuting profinite Dehn multi-twists are “co-Dehn” [cf.
Corollary 3.25 below] and to compute the commensurator of certain
purely combinatorial/group-theoretic groups of profinite Dehn multi-
twists in terms of scheme theory [cf. Corollary 3.27 below].

In the present §3, let (g,r) be a pair of nonnegative integers such
that 29 — 2+ r > 0; n a positive integer; X a set of prime numbers
which is either the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality one; k
an algebraically closed field of characteristic ¢ 3; (Speck)°® the log
scheme obtained by equipping Spec k with the log structure determined
by the fs chart N — k that maps 1 — 0; X8 = X1 a stable log
curve of type (g,r) over (Speck)°8. For each [possibly empty] subset
E C{l,--- ,n}, write

X ¥
for the #FE-th log configuration space of the stable log curve X'®
[cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in “Notations and Conventions”],

where we think of the factors as being labeled by the elements of
g

for the maximal pro-X quotient of the kernel of the natural surjection

T (X28) — m((Speck)®®). Thus, by applying a suitable specializa-

tion isomorphism — cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp|, Definition

2.1, as well as [CbTpl|, Remark 5.6.1 — one verifies easily that Iz is

equipped with a natural structure of pro-¥ configuration space group
— cf. [MzTal, Definition 2.3, (i). For each 1 < m < n, write

log def 1 . dﬁf
Xmg = X{C]‘_%,m} ) Hm - H{lv"'?m} :

Thus, for subsets E' C E C {1,--- ,n}, we have a projection
Pip Xt — XiF

obtained by forgetting the factors that belong to E\ E’. For E' C E C
{1,--+,n} and 1 <m’ < m < n, we shall write

pg/E/: HE — HE/
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for some fized surjection [that belongs to the collection of surjections

that constitutes the outer surjection] induced by plgf B

def
Hg/p = Ker(pg/E’) Cllg;

log  def log

. I 1 )
pm/m/ = p{lyl.wm}/{l’,,.’m/} : Xﬂgg —y X8

m’

o def : :
pm/m/ = p{17...,m}/{17...7m/} . Hm - Hm’ )

def
Hm/m/ = H{1,~~,m}/{1,~~~,m’} c 1L, .

Finally, recall [cf. the statement of Theorem 2.3, (iv)] the natural
inclusion

S,, — Out(Il,)

— where we write &,, for the symmetric group on n letters — obtained
by permuting the various factors of X,. We shall regard &,, as a
subgroup of Out(Il,) by means of this natural inclusion.

Definition 3.1. Let i € E C {1,--- ,n}; x € X, (k) a k-valued geo-
metric point of the underlying scheme X, of X8,

(i) Let £ C {1,--- ,n} be a subset. Then we shall write zp €
Xg(k) for the k-valued geometric point of Xg obtained by
forming the image of x € X, (k) via p ... ny/pr: X = Xgr;
xlEo;g déf TE XX XlEo‘lg

(ii) We shall write

g

for the semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-X PSC-type deter-
mined by the stable log curve X'°® over (Spec k)'°8 [cf. [CmbGC],
Example 2.5];

G

for the underlying semi-graph of G;
Ig
for the [pro-X] fundamental group of G;
G—¢
for the universal covering of G corresponding to Ilg. Thus, we
have a natural outer isomorphism
I, = Ilg.

Throughout our discussion of the objects introduced at the
beginning of the present §3, let us fiz an isomorphism I1; = Ilg
that belongs to the collection of isomorphisms that constitutes
the above natural outer isomorphism.



(iii)

(v)

(vi)
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We shall write
giGE,w

for the semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-X PSC-type deter-
mined by the geometric fiber of the projection plEoi( By X g

1 1 1 .
XEO\g{z'} over xé%{i} - XEO%{i} [ef. ()];
HgiGE,z

for the [pro-X] fundamental group of G;cp .. Thus, we have a
natural identification

g= gie{i},x

and a natural Tl g-orbit [i.e., relative to composition with au-
tomorphisms induced by conjugation by elements of TIg| of
1somorphisms

(Mg 2) Mgy — Hoep, -

Throughout our discussion of the objects introduced at the
beginning of the present §3, let us fix an outer isomorphism

Mgy — Uiy,

whose constituent isomorphisms belong to the Ilg-orbit of iso-
morphisms just discussed.

Let v € Vert(Gicp.) (respectively, e € Cusp(Gicp.); € €
Node(Giep . ); e € Edge(Giep); 2 € VCN(Giep ). Then we
shall refer to the image [in IIg| of a verticial (respectively, a
cuspidal; a nodal; an edge-like; a VCN-) subgroup [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 2.1, (i)] of Ilg,_,,, associated to v (respectively, e; e;
e; z) via the inverse Ug, ., = HEg/e\y) € g of any isomor-
phism that lifts the fized outer isomorphism discussed in (iii)
as a verticial (respectively, a cuspidal; a nodal; an edge-like;
a VCON-) subgroup of Ilg associated to v (respectively, e; e; e;
z). Thus, the notion of a verticial (respectively, a cuspidal; a
nodal; an edge-like; a VCN-) subgroup of 11y associated to v
(respectively, e; e; e; z) depends on the choice of the fized outer
isomorphism of (iii) [but c¢f. Lemma 3.2, (i), below, in the case
of cusps!].

We shall say that a vertex v € Vert(Gicp) of Giep, is a(n)
[E-Jtripod of X% if v is of type (0,3) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition
2.3, (iii)]. If, in this situation, C(v) # ), then we shall say that
the tripod v is cusp-supporting.

We shall say that a cusp ¢ € Cusp(Gieg,) of Gicp . is diagonal
if ¢ does not arise from a cusp of the copy of X'°¢ given by the
factor of X 2% labeled i € E.
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Lemma 3.2 (Cusps of various fibers). Let i € E C {1,--- ,n};
x € X,(k). Then the following hold:

(i) Let c € Cusp(Giep,.) and 1. CIg, . & 1lg e\ a cuspidal
subgroup of lg,_, , val Hg /(e}y associated to c € Cusp(Gicp,e)-
Then any I1g-conjugate of I1. is, in fact, a l1g,(g\{i})-conju-
gate of I1..

(ii) Fach diagonal cusp of Gicg. [cf. Definition 3.1, (vi)] admits
a natural label € E'\ {i}. More precisely, for each j € E\ {i},
there exists a unique diagonal cusp of Gicp, that arises
from the divisor of the fiber product over k of #FE copies of X
consisting of the points whose i-th and j-th factors coincide.

(iii) Let o € Aut™(IT,,) [cf. [CmbCspl, Definition 1.1, (ii)]. Sup-
pose that either E # {1,--- ,n} orn > ngc [cf. Theorem 2.3,
(i)]. Then the outomorphism of g, , . < gy deter-
mined by « is group-theoretically cuspidal /cf. [CmbG(],
Definition 1.4, (iv)].

(iv) Let a € Aut®(I1,) and ¢ € Cusp(Gicg,,) a diagonal cusp of
Gicp.z- Suppose that the outomorphism of Ilg,_,, . — g/ e\ iy
determined by « 1s group-theoretically cuspidal. Then
this outomorphism preserves the llg,_,  -conjugacy class of

cuspidal subgroups of Tg,_, . < Ilg,p(y) associated to ¢ €
Cusp(Gice.a)-

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from the [easily verified] fact
that the restriction of pg JE\iD) Il — Ilp\fi to the normalizer of II.
in I is surjective. Assertion (ii) follows immediately from the various
definitions involved. Next, we verify assertion (iii). If E' # {1,--- ,n}
(respectively, n > npc), then assertion (iii) follows immediately from
[CbTpl], Theorem A, (ii) (respectively, Theorem 2.3, (ii), of the present
monograph), together with assertion (i). This completes the proof of
assertion (iii). Finally, assertion (iv) follows immediately from the
definition of F-admissibility [cf. also assertion (ii)]. This completes the
proof of Lemma 3.2. U

Definition 3.3. Let £ C {1,--- ,n}.

(i) We shall say that a closed subgroup H C Ilg of Ilg is a(n)
[E-|tripod of 11,, if H is a verticial subgroup of IIg [cf. Def-
inition 3.1, (iv)] associated to a(n) [E-Jtripod v of X!°& [cf.
Definition 3.1, (v)]. If, in this situation, the tripod v is cusp-
supporting [cf. Definition 3.1, (v)], then we shall say that the
tripod H is cusp-supporting.
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(ii) We shall say that an E-tripod of II,, [cf. (i)] is trigonal if, for
every j € F, the image of the tripod via pg/{j}: g — I is
trivial.

(iii) Let T'C Il be an E-tripod of II,, [cf. (i)] and £’ C E. Then
we shall say that T"is E'-strict if the image pj 5 (T) C Ilp: of
T via pg/E,: Iz — Ilp is an E'-tripod of 1I,,, and, moreover,
for every E” C E', the image of the E’-tripod pg/E, (T) via
pg,/E,,: I — lgr is not a tripod of 1I,.

(iv) Let h be a positive integer. Then we shall say that an FE-
tripod T of T, [cf. (i)] is h-descendable if there exists a subset
E’ C E such that the image of T via pg/E, Iy — g isan E'-
tripod of I1,,, and, moreover, #E’ < n — h. [Thus, one verifies
immediately that an E-tripod T" C Ilg of II,, is 1-descendable
if and only if either E # {1,--- ,n} or T fails to be E-strict
— cf. (i) ]

Remark 3.3.1. In the notation of Definition 3.1, let v € Vert(Gicp .)
be an E-tripod of X'°¢ [cf. Definition 3.1, (v)] and T' C Il an E-tripod
of I1,, associated to v [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)]. Write F,, for the irreducible
component of the geometric fiber of pr/ g\ (i) : Xep — Xp\iy at e\
corresponding to v; F1°% for the log scheme obtained by equipping F,
with the log structure induced by the log structure of X}Sg; n, for the
rank of the group-characteristic of F°¢ [cf. [MzTa], Definition 5.1, (i)]
at the generic point of F,. Then it is immediate that the n,-interior
U, C F, of F¢ [cf. [MzTa], Definition 5.1, (i)] is a nonempty open
subset of F, which is isomorphic to P; \ {0,1,00} over k. Moreover,
one verifies easily that if we write U!°® for the log scheme obtained by
equipping U, with the log structure induced by the log structure of X}g’g,
then the natural morphism U8 — U, [obtained by forgetting the log
structure of U¢] determines a natural outer isomorphism T = w7 (U,)
— where we write “73*(—)” for the maximal pro-Y quotient of the étale
fundamental group of “(—)”. In particular, we obtain a natural outer
isomorphism
T — mp(Py \ {0, 1, 00})

that is well-defined up to composition with an outomorphism of 7" (P},\
{0,1,00}) that arises from an automorphism of P} \ {0,1, 00} over k.

Definition 3.4. Let £ C {1,--- ,n}.

(i) Let T C IIg be an E-tripod of II,, [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)].
Then 7" may be regarded as the “II;” that occurs in the case
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where we take “X'°8” to be the smooth log curve associated to
P\ {0,1,00} [cf. Remark 3.3.1]. We shall write

Out’(T) € Out(T)

for the [closed| subgroup of Out(7T) consisting of C-admissible
outomorphisms of 7" [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1, (ii)];

Owt® (7)™ C Out®(T)

for the [closed] subgroup of Out(T") consisting of C-admissible
outomorphisms of T" that induce the identity automorphism of
the set of T-conjugacy classes of cuspidal inertia subgroups;

Out(7)* C Out(T)

for the centralizer of the subgroup [~ &3, where we write G
for the symmetric group on 3 letters] of Out(7") consisting of
the outer modular symmetries [cf. [CmbCsp]|, Definition 1.1,
(vi)l;
Out(T)* C Out(T)

for the [closed] subgroup of Out(7T') given by the image of the
natural homomorphism Out™(T3) = Out™(73) — Out(T) [cf.
Theorem 2.3, (ii); [CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (iii)] — where
we write T, for the “IIy” that occurs in the case where we take
“X1°8” £0 be the smooth log curve associated to PL\ {0, 1, 00};

out®(T)™ € Out®(T) N Out(T)> ;

Out®(T)>*+ & out®(T)* N Out(T)*
[cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.11, (i)].
Let E' C{1,--- ,n};let T C g, T" C Ig be E-, E'-tripods of
I1,, [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)], respectively. Then we shall say that
an outer isomorphism a: T = T" is geometric if the composite
T (Pe\ {0, 1,00}) ¢ T = T" = (P \ {0, 1, 00})
— where the first and third arrows are natural outer isomor-

phisms of the sort discussed in Remark 3.3.1 — arises from an
automorphism of P} \ {0,1, 00} over k.

Remark 3.4.1. In the notation of Definition 3.4, (ii), one verifies easily
that every geometric outer isomorphism o: T = T" preserves cuspidal
inertia subgroups and outer modular symmetries [cf. [CmbCsp], Defi-
nition 1.1, (vi)], and, moreover, lifts to an outer isomorphism Ty — T}
[i.e., of the corresponding “IIy’s”] that arises from an isomorphism of
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two-dimensional configuration spaces. In particular, the isomorphism
Out(T) = Out(T") induced by « determines isomorphisms

Out®(T) = Out®(7") , Out®(T)™P = Out®(T")™P |

Out(7)® = Out(7")? , Out(T)" = Out(7T")"
[cf. Definition 3.4, (i)].

Lemma 3.5 (Triviality of the action on the set of cusps). In the
notation of Definition 3.4, it holds that Out®(T)» C Out®(T)ew»,

Proof. This follows immediately from the [easily verified] fact that &3
is center-free, together with the various definitions involved. U

Lemma 3.6 (Vertices, cusps, and nodes of various fibers). Let i,
J € E be two distinct elements of a subset E C {1,--- ,n}; x € X, (k)
Write 2 j. € VCN(Gjep\(i},2) for the element of VCN( JeB\{i}z) O

which xp\(iy lies, that is to say: If g\ is a cusp or node of the geo-

metric fiber of the projection pl((g\{i})/(E\{i’j}) X}é’\{z} — XE\{Z .y over

:UE\{ jy corresponding to an edge e € Edge(Gjcp\fi} o), then 2, o e;

if Tegiy zs neither a cusp nor a node of the geometric fiber of the pro-
log log log

jection p(E\{i})/(E\{i’j}) XE\{@} — XE\{”} over {EE\{Z.J}, but lies on the

wrreducible component of the geometric fiber corresponding to a vertex

v € Vert(Gjcp\(i},e), then zija 0. Then the following hold:

(i) The automorphism ofleé)g determined by permuting the factors
labeled i, j induces natural bijections

Vert(Gjem (i) — Vert(Giem ).e) ;

CUSP(gjeE\{i},x) e Cusp(gieE\{j},x) ;
Node(Gjep\ (i},0) — Node(Giep\(j1.0) -

(ii) Let us write

?ljai € Cusp(gzeE x)

for the diagonal cusp of Gicp. [cf. Deﬁm’tz’on 3.1, (vi)] la-
log
beled j € E\{i} [cf. Lemma 3.2, (ii)]. Then pE/(E\{J}) X

Xlog

B} induces a bijection

Cusp(Giera) \ {¢{15} > Cusp(Gier\ (j}.a) -
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log

(iii) Suppose that z; ;. € Vert(Gijep (i},2). Then pE/(E\{]}) Xt —

ng{j} induces a bijection
Vert(Giep.a) = Vert(Gicp\(j} o) -

(iv) Suppose that z;j, € Edge(Gjcp\fiyz). Then there exists a
unique vertex

?j‘g € Vert(ngE z)

such that plgf(E\{ %  XE X}g\g{ y induces a bijection

Vert(Giep.) \ {0755} = Vert(Giep\(jy.)
Moreover, v'<% is of type (0,3) [i.e., v'<% is an E-tripod

1,5,% zyac

of X8 — cf.  Definition 5.1, (v)], and & e C(ursy) [of.

1,5,% zyx

(i1)]. Finally, any verticial subgroup of g associated to v}

1,7,@
surjects, via pE/(E\{j}), onto an edge-like subgroup of I\ ¢y
associated to the edge € Edge(Gicp\(j},2) determined by z; ;. €
Edge(Gjcp\{i},«) via the bijections of (i).

(v) Suppose that #FE = 3. Write h € E \ {i,j} for the unique

element of E\ {i,j}. Suppose, moreover, that z; j . = le,?gm €
Cusp(Gjer\(iy,2) [cf- (i)]. Then the lg-conjugacy class of
a verticial subgroup of Ilg associated to the verter v}y, €
Vert(Gicp.) [¢f. (iv)] depends only on i and not on the
choice of the pair (j,z). Moreover, these three Ilg-conjugacy
classes [cf. the dependence on the choice of i € EJ] may also
be characterized uniquely as the Il g-conjugacy classes of sub-
groups of Il associated to some trigonal E-tripod of I, [cf.

Definition 3.3, (ii)].

Proof. First, we verify assertions (i), (ii), (iii), and (iv). To verify as-
sertions (i), (ii) (iii), and (iv) — by replacing X 2% by the base-change
of pE\{”} XO — XEO\g{Z 4 Vvia a suitable morphism of log schemes
(Spec k)ee X};’\g{ i whose image lies on xp\ (57 € Xp\p (k) [cf.
Definition 3.1, (i)] — we may assume without loss of generality that
#FE = 2. Then one verifies easily from the various definitions involved
that assertions (i), (ii), (iii), and (iv) hold. This completes the proof
of assertions (i), (ii), (iii), and (iv). Finally, we consider assertion (v).
First, we observe the easily verified fact [cf. assertions (iii), (iv)] that
the irreducible component corresponding to an E-tripod of X8 [cf.
Definition 3.1, (v)] that gives rise to a trigonal E-tripod of 11, neces-
sarily collapses to a point upon projection to Xpg for any E' C E of
cardinality < 2. In light of this observation, it follows immediately [cf.
assertions (i), (ii), (iii), (iv)] that any E-tripod of X°8 that gives rise to

a trigonal E-tripod of TI,, arises as a vertex “v}'}%” as described in the
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statement of assertion (v). Now the remainder of assertion (v) follows
immediately from the various definitions involved [cf. also the situa-
tion discussed in [CmbCsp], Definition 1.8, Proposition 1.9, Corollary
1.10, as well as the discussion, concerning specialization isomorphisms,
preceding [CmbCsp], Definition 2.1; [CbTpl], Remark 5.6.1]. This com-
pletes the proof of Lemma 3.6. O

Definition 3.7. Let £ C {1,--- ,n}.

(i) Let v be an E-tripod of X! [cf. Definition 3.1, (v)]; thus, v
belongs to Vert(G;cp ) for some choice of i € E and x € X,,(k).
Let j € E'\ {i} and e € Edge(Gjcp\{i},)- Then we shall say
that v, or equivalently, an E-tripod of II,, associated to v [cf.
Definition 3.3, (i)], arises from e if e = z; ; , [cf. the statement
of Lemma 3.6], and v = v}$%, [cf. Lemma 3.6, (iv)].

(ii) Let ¢ € E. Then we shall say that an E-tripod of II,, is i-central
if #F = 3, and, moreover, the tripod is a verticial subgroup
of the sort discussed in Lemma 3.6, (v), i.e., the unique, up to
Il g-conjugacy, trigonal E-tripod of II,, contained in Ilg g\ i1
[cf. the final portion of Lemma 3.6, (iv)]. We shall say that an
E-tripod of 11, is central if it is j-central for some j € F.

Remark 3.7.1. Let £ C {1,--- ,n}; T C Ilg an E-tripod of II,, [cf.
Definition 3.3, (i)]; ¢ € &, C Out(Il,) [cf. the discussion at the
beginning of the present §3]; ¢ € Aut(ll,) a lifting of 0 € &,, C
Out(IL,,). Write

T° C Uy

for the image of T' C Il by the isomorphism Iz — I1,(g) determined
by o € Aut(Il,).

(i) One verifies easily that 7% C Il,(p) is a o(E)-tripod of II,,.

(i) If, moreover, the equality #FE = 3 holds, and T is i-central
[cf. Definition 3.7, (ii)] for some i € E, then one verifies easily
from Lemma 3.6, (v), that 77 C Il,(g) is o(i)-central.

(iii) In the situation of (ii), let 7" C Ilg be a central E-tripod of
I1,,. Then it follows from Lemma 3.6, (v), that there exist an
element 7 € S,, C Out(Il,,) and a lifting 7 € Aut(Il,,) of 7 such
that 7 preserves the subset £ C {1,--- ,n}, and, moreover, the
image of T' C Ilg by the automorphism of 11y determined by
7 € Aut(Il,,) coincides with T" C Tlg.
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Lemma 3.8 (Strict tripods). Let E C {1,--- ,n} and T C Ilg an E-
tripod of I1,, [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)] that arises as a verticial subgroup

associated to a verter v € Vert(Giep ) for somei € {1,--- ,n} [which
thus 1mplies that T' C g, g\ (i) C IIg/. Then the following hold:

(i) There exists a [not necessarily unique!] subset E' C E such
that T is E'-strict [cf. Definition 3.3, (iii)]. In this situation,
1 € E, and, moreover, pg/E,: I — Ilg induces an isomor-
phism T = T onto an E'-tripod Tr of 11,,.

(ii) T is E-strict if and only if one of the following conditions is
satisfied:

(1) 4E = 1.

(2c) #E =2; T C g is a verticial subgroup of g associated
to the vertex v}'5% € Vert(Gicp o) of Lemma 3.6, (iv), for
some choice of (i,7,x) such that 2 j, € Cusp(Gjcp\{i},«)-
[In particular, T arises from z;;, € Cusp(Gjep (i}z) —

cf. Definition 3.7, (i).]

(2n) #E =2; T C 1l is a verticial subgroup of g associated
to the vertex vy € Vert(Gicp.) of Lemma 3.6, (iv), for
some choice of (i,j,x) such that z;;, € Node(Gjcp\ {i},2)-
[In particular, T' arises from z;, € Node(Gjcp\(i}z) —

cf. Definition 3.7, (i).]
(3) #FE =3, and T is central [cf. Definition 3.7, (ii)].

(iii) Suppose that T is trigonal [cf. Definition 3.3, (ii)]. Then
there exists a [not necessarily unique!] subset E' C E such
that #E' = 3, and, moreover, the image of T C Ilg wia
pg/E,: [l — Ilg is a central tripod.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from the various definitions
involved by induction on #E | together with the well-known elemen-
tary fact that any surjective endomorphism of a topologically finitely
generated profinite group is necessarily bijective. Next, we verify as-
sertion (ii). First, let us observe that sufficiency is immediate. Thus,
it remains to verify necessity. Suppose that T is E-strict. Now one
verifies easily that if there exists an element j € E \ {i} such that
c?ljai ¢ C(v) [cf. Lemma 3.6, (ii)], then it follows immediately that the
image of T' C Ilp via pig) g )¢ e = ey is an (E\ {j})-tripod
[cf. also Lemma 3.6, (iii), (iv)]. Thus, since 1" is E-strict, we conclude
that every cusp of Gicp, that is & C(v) is non-diagonal. In particular,
since v is of type (0,3), it follows immediately from Lemma 3.2, (ii),
that 0 < #E — 1 < #C(v) < 3. If #C(v) = 0, then it follows from the
inequality #F —1 < #C(v) that #E = 1, i.e., condition (1) is satisfied.
If #C(v) = 3, then one verifies easily that #FE = 1, i.e., condition (1)
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is satisfied. Thus, it remains to verify assertion (ii) in the case where
#C(v) € {1,2}.

Suppose that #C(v) = 1 and #E # 1. Then it follows immediately
from the inequality #F—1 < #C(v) that #F = 2. Now let us recall [cf.
Lemma 3.2, (ii)] that the number of diagonal cusps of Gicp, is = #E —
1 = 1. Moreover, the unique cusp on v is the unique diagonal cusp of
Gicp. [cf. the argument of the preceding paragraph|. Thus, one verifies
easily that T satisfies condition (2y). Next, suppose that #C(v) = 2
and #E # 1. Then it follows immediately from the inequality #F—1 <
#C(v) that #E € {2,3}. Now let us recall [cf. Lemma 3.2, (ii)] that if
#E = 2 (respectively, #F = 3), then the number of diagonal cusps of
Gicpyis = #E—1,1e., 1 (respectively, 2). Moreover, the set of diagonal
cusp(s) of Giep ., is contained in (respectively, is equal to) C(v) [cf. the
argument of the preceding paragraph]. Thus, one verifies easily that T’
satisfies condition (2¢) (respectively, (3)). This completes the proof of
assertion (ii).

Finally, we verify assertion (iii). It follows from assertion (i) that
there exists a subset £/ C E such that T is E’-strict. Moreover, it
follows immediately from the definition of a trigonal tripod that the
E’-tripod given by the image pg/E, (T) C Mg is trigonal. On the other
hand, if the E'-tripod pg/E, (T') satisfies any of conditions (1), (2¢), (2x)
of assertion (ii), then one verifies easily that p}} (1) is not trigonal [cf.
the final portion of Lemma 3.6, (iv)]. Thus, p}. /i (T') satisfies condition
(3) of assertion (ii); in particular, p} (1) is central. This completes
the proof of assertion (iii). O

Lemma 3.9 (Generalities on normalizers and commensura-
tors). Let G be a profinite group, N C G a normal closed subgroup
of G, and H C G a closed subgroup of G. Then the following hold:

(i) It holds that Cq(H) C Ce(H N N).
(ii) It holds that Cq(H) C Ng(Z8°(H)) [cf. the discussion entitled

“Topological groups” in “Notations and Conventions”].

(iii) Suppose that H C N. Then it holds that Cq(H) C No(Cn(H)).
In particular, if, moreover, H is commensurably terminal
in N, then it holds that Co(H) = Ng(H).

(iv) Write HY H/(HNN)C GY< G/N. If HN N is commen-

surably terminal in N, and the image of Cq(H) C G in G
is contained in Ng(H), then Cg(H) = Ng(H).
Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from the various definitions
involved. Next, we verify assertion (ii). Let ¢ € Cg(H) and a €
Zg°(H). Since Zg°(H) = Zg°(HN (97" - H - g)) = Zg°(¢™" - H - g),
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there exists an open subgroup U C H of H such that a € Zg(g~'-U-g).
But this implies that gag™ € Zg(U) C Z<°(H). This completes the
proof of assertion (ii). Next, we verify assertion (iii). Let g € Cq(H)
and a € Cy(H). Since On(H) € Cq(H) = Co(HN (g7 - H-g)) =
Ca(g™' - H - g), we conclude that ag™ - H - ga™' is commensurate
with g7 - H - ¢g. In particular, gag~! - H - ga~'g~' is commensurate
with H, ie., gag™' € Cq(H) N N = Cn(H). This completes the
proof of assertion (iii). Finally, we verify assertion (iv). First, we
observe that since H N N is commensurably terminal in N, one verifies
easily that H = Ny.n(H N N). Let g € Cg(H). Then since the
image of Co(H) C G in G is contained in Ng(H), it is immediate that
g-H-g7' C H-N. On the other hand, again by applying the fact that
HN N is commensurably terminal in N, we conclude immediately from
assertions (i), (iii), that Ce(H) € Co(H N N) = Ng(H N N). Thus,
we obtain that (¢ H - g~') NN = H N N; in particular, g- H - g~ C
Nun((g-H-g')NN)=Nyn(HNN)=H,ie. g € Ng(H). This
completes the proof of assertion (iv). d

Lemma 3.10 (Restrictions of outomorphisms). Let G be a profi-
nite group and H C G a closed subgroup of G. Write Out” (G) C
Out(G) for the group of outomorphisms of G that preserve the G-
conjugacy class of H. Suppose that the homomorphism Ng(H) —
Aut(H) determined by conjugation factors through Inn(H) C Aut(H).
Then the following hold:

(i) For a € Out™ (@), let us write a|y for the outomorphism of H
determined by the restriction to H C G of a lifting & € Aut(G)
of a such that a(H) = H. Then |y does not depend on the
choice of the lifting “a”, and the map

Out”(G) — Out(H)
given by assigning o — a|g is a group homomorphism.
(ii) The homomorphism
Out”(G) — Out(H)
of (i) depends only on the G-conjugacy class of the closed

subgroup H C G, i.e., if we write HY o v-H -~ forvy e G,
then the diagram

Out”(G) —— Out(H)

l

|
Out”" (@) —— Out(H")

— where the upper (respectively, lower) horizontal arrow is
the homomorphism given by mapping o — «|g (respectively,
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a — algy ), and the right-hand vertical arrow is the isomor-
phism obtained by conjugation via the isomorphism H = H?
determined by conjugation by v € G — commutes.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from our assumption that the
homomorphism Ng(H) — Aut(H) determined by conjugation factors
through Inn(H) C Aut(H), together with the various definitions in-
volved. Assertion (ii) follows immediately from the various definitions
involved. This completes the proof of Lemma 3.10. U

Lemma 3.11 (Commensurator of a tripod arising from an
edge). In the notation of Lemma 3.6, suppose that (j,7) = (1,2);
E={i,j}; zij. € BEdge(Gjer\(iy.e)- [Thus, Giep\(iy.e = Gicp\(j}e = G5
Iy = Tp; T =Ty = g,y ., = Hoy Moyt = Mpyvgy) = Moiep,
Write G 1 o Gicp,z; G1\2 o Gicp,zs plf\g o pg/{g}i Iy — gy, 12 «

~ def i def  dj
Ker<pll-l\2) = HE/{2} - HQ1\2" Zr = Zija € Edge(g>; e = Ci,l;i €
def def

Cusp(Go1) [cf. Lemma 3.6, (ii)]; v" = vy = vpfy, € Vert(Gay)

1,J,T
[cf. Lemma 5.6, (w)]; vi{y € Vert(Gi) for the vertex that corresponds
to v™™ € Vert(Ga1) via the natural bijection Vert(Goy1) — Vert(Gi2)

induced by the automorphism of ng determined by permuting the fac-
tors labeled i, j; Y — Xpg for the base-change — by the morphism
Xp — Xy i Xpoy = X X X determined by plEof{l} and plE°§{2} — of
the geometric point of X1y X, Xqoy = X X, X determined by the geomet-
ric points vpy of Xy = X and xgy of Xpay = X of Definition 3.1, (i)
[i.e., as opposed to the geometric point of X1y X X(oy = X X X deter-
mined by the geometric points gy of Xy = X and xq9y of X9y = X;
Y'°¢ for the log scheme obtained by equipping Y with the log structure
induced by the log structure of X}é’g; U CY for the 2-interior of Y8
[ef. [MzTa|, Definition 5.1, (i)]; U for the log scheme obtained by
equipping U with the log structure induced by the log structure of X}E?g;
[Ty for the maximal pro-Y quotient of the kernel of the natural sur-
jection m (U'8) — 71 ((Spec k)'°8). [Thus, one verifies easily that' Y is
isomorphic to P}; that the complement Y \U consists of three closed
points of Y'; that the vertices 1)5;“1” and Ny correspond to the closed
wrreducible subscheme Y C Xpg; and that the point corresponding to the
cusp ¢l js contained in Y — cf. Lemma 3.6, (iv).] Let 11, C 11, be
an edge-like subgroup associated to z, € Edge(G); Iz C Hy/y N 1Ipyo
a cuspidal subgroup associated to cV28; T mew C Iy a verticial sub-

. . def
group associated to v™°V that contains Il.a.s C Ily; Hv;ﬂv = Ilynew;

H”?fg C Ip\o a wverticial subgroup associated to v?@v that contains

. def def
Mg C Iy, Write Tly|,, = Iy xqp, 1L, C Ily; Dains = N, (Iaise);
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[vnew ‘Zz déf ZH2|29¢ (anew) g Dvnew ’Zz déf NHQ'zx (H,Unew) . Then th@ fOllOU}—

ing hold:
(i) It holds that D diae mHQ/l = D diag ﬂHl\Q = Cry, (Hcdiag) ﬂHg/l =
Cr, (Hcdiag) N Hl\g = I diag .
(ii) It holds that Cry,(Ilaiee) = D diag .
(iii) The surjections pg/l: I, — II, plf\Q: I, — Il determine

isomorphisms D g /Tl — 1, Ding /Tlains — Ilgay, 7e-
spectively, such that the resulting composite outer isomorphism
I, = II;9y is the identity outer isomorphism.

(iv) The natural inclusions mew, Dpew|,, <> Dynew|,, determine
an iSOII’lOI‘phiSIIl ancw X [vncw Zx :> D,Uncw|zz = CHlez (ancw).
Moreover, the composite Lyew|,, < Dynew|,, — Il is an iso-
morphism.

(V) ]t hOldS that CH2 (Dvnew |Z‘L) g CH2 (anew) .

(Vi) Dynewl,, is commensurably terminal in Iy, i.e., it holds
that Dvnew Zg - CH2 (Dvnew|zw>.

(vii) It holds that Zy,(Ilynew) = ZR¢(Iynew) = Iynew|.,. Moreover,

these profinite groups are isomorphic to 7% [cf. the discussion
entitled “Numbers” in [CbTpl|, §0].

(Vlll) ]t hOldS that CH2 (anew) — l)vnew‘zz — anew X ZH2 (anew). In
particular, the equality Cr, (Iynew) = N, (Iynew ) holds.

(IX) [t hOldS tha/t Z(CH2 (anew)) - ZH2 (anew).
(x) It holds that

Oty (Thgey) Moy = Tgen s Oy (Hagey) N g = ey

new new
2/1 1\2

Crry (Hogew) = Oy (Tupey ) -

Moreover, for suitable choices of basepoints of the log schemes

U'¢ and X2, the natural morphism U'*® — X328 induces an

isomorphism Iy — CH2 (HUS;:T,) = CH2 (Hvrll\eg)
Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). Now it is immediate that we have
inclusions e € Deaine € Chp,(Iaiag ). In particular, since I aie is
commensurably terminal in Ily/; and Il [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition
1.2, (ii)], we obtain that Il.dae C D diag N H2/1 C Ch, (Hcdiag) N Hg/l =
CHQ/l(Hcdiag> = Ieaing; Heaine © Dygaiag M 1o C Cr, (I aiag ) N o =
Ch,, (Ieaiag ) = Tleaiae. This completes the proof of assertion (i). As-
sertions (ii), (iii) follow immediately from assertion (i), together with
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11
the [easily verified] fact that the composites Daias < Il 4 I1; and
pH
D diag — 15 i Il 9y are surjective.

Next, we verify assertion (iv). It follows immediately from the vari-
ous definitions involved — by considering a suitable stable log curve of
type (g,r) over (Speck)'® and applying a suitable specialization iso-
morphism [cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp|, Definition 2.1, as
well as [CbTpl], Remark 5.6.1] — that, to verify assertion (iv), we
may assume without loss of generality that Cusp(G)U{z,} = Edge(G).
Then, in light of the well-known local structure of X'°¢ in a neigh-
borhood of the node or cusp corresponding to z,, one verifies easily
that the outer action II., — Out(Ily;) = Out(Ilg, ,) arising from the
natural exact sequence

1 — 1y — I, — 1, — 1

is of SNN-type [cf. [NodNon|, Definition 2.4, (iii)], hence, in partic-
ular, that the composite Lpmew|,, <> Dynew|,, — II,, is an isomor-
phism. Thus, assertion (iv) follows immediately from [NodNon], Re-
mark 2.7.1, together with the commensurable terminality of Tl new in
Iy [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)] and the fact that the compos-
ite Dynew|,, < Iy|,, — II,, is surjective. This completes the proof of
assertion (iv).

Next, we verify assertion (v). It follows immediately from asser-
tion (iv), together with the commensurable terminality of Il new in Il
[cf.  [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)], that Dynew|,, NIl = Ilynew.
Thus, since Ily/; is normal in Iy, assertion (v) follows immediately
from Lemma 3.9, (i). This completes the proof of assertion (v).

Next, we verify assertion (vi). Since the image of the composite

11
Dyrew|,, — Ty pig I1; coincides with I, C Il [cf. assertion (iv)], and
II., CII; is commensurably terminal in 11y [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition
1.2, (ii)], it follows immediately that Cry,(Dynew|.,) C Ils|,,. In partic-
ular, it follows immediately from assertions (iv), (v) that Dynew|, C
CH2(Dvnew Zac) Q CH2 (anew) N H2|Z$ = CHz\zz (HUneW) = DUnew 2zt This
completes the proof of assertion (vi).

Next, we verify assertion (vii). It follows from assertion (iv) and
[CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3, that Iynev|,, is isomorphic to 7=, Moreover,
it follows from the various definitions involved that we have inclusions
Ipnew|s, € Zipy(Ipnew) € Z¢(Tlynew ). Thus, to verify assertion (vii), it
suffices to verify that Z¢(ITynew) C Iynew|.,. To this end, let us ob-
serve that it follows immediately from the final portion of Lemma 3.6,
(iv), that the image p\,(ITynew) C Ty = Tlg is an edge-like subgroup

of sy — Ilg associated to z, € Edge(G). Thus, since every edge-
like subgroup is commensurably terminal [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition
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1.2, (ii)], it follows that the image pi\,(Zifs (Imew)) C Tz = Ilg
is contained in an edge-like subgroup of Il = Tlg associated to
z, € Edge(G). On the other hand, since gz C Iljnew, we have
Z8 (Mynew ) € Z15(Maaiae) € Oy (Ieaiog) = Deaiag [cf.  assertion (ii)].
In particular, it follows immediately from assertion (iii), together with
the fact [cf. assertion (iv)] that Ipew|., C Z¢(ITpnew) surjects onto
IT,, [cf. also [NodNon], Lemma 1.5], that pg/l( 1 (Mynew)) € Iy is
contained in I, C IIy, i.e., Z{(Imew) C Ily).,. Thus, it follows im-
mediately from assertion (iv), together with the slimness of ILnew [cf.
[CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], that Zjp¢(Ilynew) C Iynew|.,. This completes
the proof of assertion (vii).

Next, we verify assertion (viii). It follows from assertion (vii), to-
gether with Lemma 3.9, (ii), that Cry, (Ilynew) C N, (Lynew|,, ). In par-
ticular, since Dew|,, is generated by ynew, Iynew|,, [cf. assertion (iv)],
it follows immediately that (Dysew|,, C) Cr,(ynew) € Chp,(Dynew|., ).
Thus, the first equality of assertion (viii) follows from assertion (vi); the
second equality of assertion (viii) follows immediately from assertions
(iv), (vii). This completes the proof of assertion (viii).

Next, we verify assertion (ix). Let us recall from [CmbGC], Remark
1.1.3, that Ilynew is slim. Thus, assertion (ix) follows from assertion
(viii), together with the final portion of assertion (vii). This completes
the proof of assertion (ix).

Finally, we verify assertion (x). The first two equalities follow from
[CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii). Next, let us observe that since [it is im-
mediate that] the automorphism of X]lgg determined by permuting the
factors labeled 1, j stabilizes U, but permutes vg‘?{v and vi‘gv , one verifies
immediately that, to verify assertion (x), it suffices to verify that, for
suitable choices of basepoints of the log schemes U'°% and lefg, the nat-
ural morphism U — Xg)g induces an isomorphism Iy = Crp, (ILuew )
(= CHQ(I_L,;?Y)). To this end, let us observe that since the vertex v™%
corresponds to the closed irreducible subscheme Y C Xp [cf. the dis-
cussion following the definition of IT;; in the statement of Lemma 3.11],
it follows immediately from the various definitions involved that, for
suitable choices of basepoints of the log schemes U'® and lei’g, the

. 1 . . . .
natural morphism U%8 — X 28 gives rise to a commutative diagram

l —— Iy, —— Iy —— 1L, —— 1

| l |

1 —) anew —> Dvnew’ZI % sz —) 1

— where we write II;/., for the kernel of the natural surjection Il —
II, ; the horizontal sequences are exact; the exactness of the lower
horizontal sequence follows from assertion (iv); the left-hand vertical
arrow is an isomorphism. Thus, it follows from assertion (viii) that,
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for suitable choices of basepoints of the log schemes U'¢ and Xg)g,
the natural morphism U'%¢ — le?g induces an isomorphism Il —
Dynew|,, = Cr, (Iynew ), as desired. This completes the proof of assertion
(x), hence also of Lemma 3.11. O

The first item of the following result [i.e., Lemma 3.12, (i)] is, along
with its proof, a routine generalization of [CmbCsp], Corollary 1.10,

(ii).

Lemma 3.12 (Commensurator of a tripod). Let £ C {1,--- ,n}
and T C Il an E-tripod of 11, [¢f. Definition 3.3, (i)]. Then the
following hold:

(i) It holds that Cn,(T) = T x Zy,(T). Thus, if an outomorphism
a of [1g preserves the llg-conjugacy class of T', then one may
define a|p € Out(T') [ef. Lemma 3.10, (1)].

(ii) Suppose that n = #E = 3, and that T is central [cf. Defi-
nition 3.7, (ii)]. Let T" C Il = II,, be a central E-tripod
of I,,. Then Chy, (T) (respectively, Nu,(T); Zmu,(T)) is a I1,,-
congugate of Cry, (T") (respectively, Ny, (1"); Zn, (1")).

Proof. Let i € E; x € X,(k); v € Vert(Giep,) be such that v is of
type (0,3), and, moreover, T' is a verticial subgroup of 11y associated
to v € Vert(Gicp,,). [Thus, we have an inclusion T C Ilg g\ () € g
— cf. Definition 3.1, (iv).]

First, we verify assertion (i). Since 7" C g\ iy € Ilp, and T is
commensurably terminal in Ilg/ gy [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(i1)], it follows from Lemma 3.9, (iii), that Cp,(T) = N, (7). Thus,
in light of the slimness of T [cf. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], to ver-
ify assertion (i), it suffices to verify that the natural outer action of
N, (T) on T is trivial. To this end, let £ C E be such that T is
E'-strict [cf. Lemma 3.8, (1)]; write T C g for the image of T via
Piw Ue — M. Then it is immediate that the image of Ny, (T)
via pg/E,: g — Hp is contained in Ny, (Tg), and that the natural
surjection T — Tgr is an isomorphism [cf. Lemma 3.8, (i)]. Thus, one
verifies easily — by replacing F, T' by E’, Tk, respectively — that,
to verify that the natural outer action of Ny, (7') on T is trivial, we
may assume without loss of generality that T is E-strict. If T satisfies
condition (1) of Lemma 3.8, (ii), then assertion (i) follows from the
commensurable terminality of T in Iy [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii)]. If T satisfies either condition (2¢) or condition (2y) of Lemma 3.8,
(i), then assertion (i) follows immediately from Lemma 3.11, (viii). If
T satisfies condition (3) of Lemma 3.8, (ii), then one verifies easily from
the various definitions involved — by considering a suitable stable log
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curve of type (g,r) over (Spec k)¢ and applying a suitable specializa-
tion isomorphism [cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp|, Definition
2.1, as well as [CbTpl], Remark 5.6.1] — that, to verify assertion (i),
we may assume without loss of generality that Node(G) = 0. Thus,
assertion (i) follows immediately from [CmbCsp]|, Corollary 1.10, (ii).
This completes the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). Let us recall from Remark 3.7.1, (iii),
that there exist an element 7 € &3 C Out(Il;) [cf. the discussion
at the beginning of the present §3] and a lifting 7 € Aut(Il3) of 7
such that the image of 7" C Il3 by the automorphism 7 € Aut(Il3)
coincides with T C II3. Next, let us observe that one verifies easily
that 7 € G35 may be written as a product of transpositionsin G3. Thus,
in the remainder of the proof of assertion (ii), we may assume without
loss of generality that 7 is a transposition in &3. Moreover, in the
remainder of the proof of assertion (ii), we may assume without loss
of generality, by conjugating by a suitable element of &3, that 7 is the
transposition “(1,2)” in &3. Thus, if, moreover, i = 3 [i.e., the E-tripod
T is 3-central], then it follows from Lemma 3.6, (v), that T is a II3-
conjugate of 7", hence that Cry, (T') (respectively, N, (T'); Zu,(T)) is a
II3-conjugate of Cry, (T") (respectively, N, (T"); Zu,(T")). In particular,
in the remainder of the proof of assertion (ii), we may assume without
loss of generality, by conjugating by 7 € &3 if necessary, that ¢ = 2,
i.e., that the E-tripods T, T" are 2-central, 1-central, respectively.

Next, let us observe that, in this situation, one verifies immedi-
ately from the various definitions involved that there exists a natural
identification between Il 2 3y/¢3) and the “II;” that arises in the case

where we take “X°8” to be the base-change of pl{%g}: ngg} — X}L%%

via a suitable morphism of log schemes (Speck)°s — Xg%. More-
over, one also verifies immediately from the various definitions involved
[cf. also Lemma 3.6, (v)] that this natural identification maps suitable
II3-conjugates of T', T", respectively, bijectively onto the closed sub-
groups “Hygﬂv”, “HU?\eg” of the “IIy” that appears in the statement of

Lemma 3.11. In particular, it follows from Lemma 3.11, (viii), (ix),
(x), that the following assertions hold:

(a) The following equalities hold:
CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T) =T x ZH{1,2,3}/{3}(T):

Oty (1) = T X Zig 530y (T7)-
(b) The following equalities hold:
C'H{m,?,}/{g} (T) NI 28 /0,8 =T,
Oty gy (T) N 23y /023y = T
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(¢) The subgroup Cir, , ;4 (1) (vespectively, Zm, , 0 (1)) is a
I1(1 2,333} -conjugate of the subgroup Cn,, ., ., (1) (respec-
tively, Zmg, o0 (17))-
In particular, it follows from (c) that, to verify assertion (ii), it suffices
to verify the following assertion:
Claim 3.12.A: The following equalities hold:

Cn, (T> = Ch, (CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T))7 Cry (T,) = CH3<CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T/))7
N, (T) = N, (CH{1,2,3}/{3) (T))7 N, (T,) = N, (CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T,))a

ZH3 (T) = ZH3 (CH{1,2,3}/{3) (T))7 ZH3 (T/) = ZH3<CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T/))

First, we verify the first four equalities of Claim 3.12.A. Observe that
since Ilgy23y/¢33 is a normal closed subgroup of 1I3 and contains both
T and 7", it follows from Lemma 3.9, (iii), that the inclusions

NHs (T) - CHs (T) c NH3<CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T)) c CH3<CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T))>

NH3 (T/> C CHS (T/> C NHs (CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T/» c CHs (CH{I,Z,S}/{3} (T/))

hold. Moreover, by the normality of Ilg 23y/113) and Il 23y/42,3) in
I15, one verifies easily, by applying (b), that the inclusions

NHs(CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T)) - Nﬂs(T)a CHs (CH{1,2,3}/{3}(T>> - CH3 (T)7

NHs (CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T,)) - NH3 (T/)v Cﬂs (CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T,)) - Oﬂa (T,)
hold. This completes the proof of the first four equalities of Claim
3.12.A.

Finally, we verify the final two equalities of Claim 3.12.A. Let us first
observe that the inclusions 7' C Cr 0 (1), T" C Cryy gy, 0y (T7)
imply that

ZH3<CH{1,2,3}/{3} (T)) - ZH3(T>’ ZHs(OH{1,2,3}/{3} (T,)) C Zn, (T/)'

Thus, it follows immediately from (a) that, to verify the final two equal-
ities of Claim 3.12.A] it suffices to verify the following assertion:

Claim 3.12.B: The following inclusions hold:
ZHs (T) C ZHs (ZH{1,2,3}/{3} (T))> ZHs (T/) C ZH3<ZH{1,2,3}/{3} (T/))'

First, let us observe that one verifies immediately from the various def-
initions involved that the natural identification that appears in the dis-
cussion preceding assertion (a) in the present proof of Lemma 3.12, (ii),
determines a natural identification between Ily3y/(3y and the “II; =
II{5,” that arises in the case where we take “Xo8” to be as in the
discussion preceding assertion (a) in the present proof of Lemma 3.12,
(ii). Thus, it follows immediately from the final portion of Lemma 3.6,
(iV), that the image JT - H{2’3}/{3} of T - H{1’273}/{3} in H{273}/{3}
corresponds, via the natural identification just discussed, to an edge-
like subgroup of “Il; = Ilfy” associated to the edge z, € Edge(G)
that appears in the statement of Lemma 3.11. Moreover, it follows
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immediately from (c¢) and Lemma 3.11, (iv), (vii), that the surjection
123y /43y = Ij2,3)/43) induces an isomorphism

W 23)/18) 2 21y 0y0 (1) = Tz S T2y /3y
— where the closed subgroup Jz C Il 3y /3y corresponds, via the nat-
ural identification just discussed, to an edge-like subgroup of “II; =
IIf5y” associated to the edge z, € Edge(G) that appears in the state-
ment of Lemma 3.11. Thus, we conclude immediately from [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (ii), together with the various definitions involved,
that Jr = Jz (& Zuy, 4,06, (7). In particular, since Zp,(T) C
Nng(ZH{LQ,?,}/{S}(T)), and the surjection Il o3y/5 — Il233/03 in-
duces a homomorphism Zn,(T) — Zm,, ., (Jr), one verifies easily
that the first inclusion of Claim 3.12.B holds. The second inclusion
of Claim 3.12.B follows from the first inclusion of Claim 3.12.B by
applying 7. This completes the proof of Claim 3.12.B, hence also of
Lemma 3.12. O

Lemma 3.13 (Preservation of verticial subgroups). In the nota-
tion of Lemma 3.11, let & be an F-admissible automorphism of llgp =
Iy, v € Vert(G). Write v° € Vert(Go/1) for the vertex of Goyy that cor-
responds to v € Vert(G) via the bijection of Lemma 3.6, (iv); &y, dap
for the automorphisms of 11y, Iy determined by a; o, ay, gy for the
outomorphisms of I, 11y, Ily )y determined by o, ay, aixp, respectively.
Then the following hold:

(i) Recall the edge-like subgroup 11, C II; = Ilg associated to the
edge z, € Edge(G). Suppose that
a(IL,,) =11, .
Suppose, moreover, either that

a) the outomorphism s/ o < Ily/; maps some cusp-
the out hi s of Ug,, <
idal inertia subgroup of g, , Yl /1 to a cuspidal inertia
subgroup of Ilg, , & /1, or that

(b) z, € Cusp(g).

[For example, condition (a) holds if the outomorphism as/y of
Ig, ¢ IIy; is group-theoretically cuspidal — ¢f. [CmbGC],
Definition 1.4, (v).] Then oy preserves the 11, -conjugacy
class of the verticial subgroup ymew C I3/, = Ig,,, associated
to the vertex v"*V € Vert(Ga1). If, moreover, as) is group-
theoretically cuspidal, then the induced outomorphism of
Mynew [cf. Lemma 3.12, (i)] is itself group-theoretically cus-
pidal.
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(ii) In the situation of (i), suppose, moreover, that there erists a
verticial subgroup 11, C Ilg < II, of Ilg < II; associated to
v € Vert(G) such that oy preserves the 11i-conjugacy class
of Il,.  Then oy preserves the lly/i-conjugacy class of a
verticial subgroup of g, , & 51 associated to the vertex v° €

Vel"t(gg/l) .

iii) In the situation of (i), suppose, moreover, that X'°¢ is of type
y

(0,3) [which implies that 11, o Ilg < II; is the unique verti-

cial subgroup of Ilg associated to v], and that a; € Out® (I, )°"P
[cf. Definition 3.4, (i)]. Then there exists a geometric [cf.
Definition 3.4, (ii)] outer isomorphism ymew — 11, (= g <
I1,) which satisfies the following condition:

If either oy € Out(Il;) = Out(Il,) is contained

in Out(IL,)> [cf. Definition 8.4, (i)] or a|mmew €

Out(Ilymew) [ef. (i); Lemma 3.12, (i)] is contained

m Out(anew>A, then the outomorphisms i e, 01

of Wymew, 11, are compatible relative to the outer

isomorphism in question Ilnew — I1,,.

Proof. First, we verify assertions (i), (ii). Write S o Node(Ga/1) \
N (v™%). Then it follows immediately from the well-known local struc-
ture of X'°% in a neighborhood of the edge corresponding to z, that if
z; € Node(G) (respectively, z, € Cusp(G)), then the outer action of
IL,, on I, ) [cf. [CbTpI], Definition 2.8] obtained by conjugating

the natural outer action II,, < II; — Out(Ily;;) = Out(Ilg,,,) —
where the second arrow is the outer action determined by the exact
sequence of profinite groups

11

p
1—>H2/1—>H22—/1>H1—>1

— by the natural outer isomorphism ®g, ) s g, )5 = g, , [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 2.10] is of SNN-type [cf. [NodNon|, Definition 2.4,
(iii)] (respectively, IPSC-type [cf. [NodNon|, Definition 2.4, (i)]). Thus,
it follows immediately [in light of the various assumptions made in the
statement of assertion (i)!] in the case of condition (a) (respectively,
condition (b)) from Theorem 1.9, (i) (respectively, Theorem 1.9, (ii)),
that the outomorphism «g, ) s of Ilig, ) 4 obtained by conjugat-

é(gg/l)ws

ing ay/1 by the composite Il = g, , «~  1ILg,,).s Is group-
theoretically verticial [cf. [CmbGC]|, Definition 1.4, (iv)] and group-
theoretically nodal [cf. [NodNon], Definition 1.12]. On the other hand,
it follows immediately from condition (3) of [CbTpl], Proposition 2.9,
(i), that the image via @ 1T,

= g, ,, of any verticial

Gaj1)ws - H(Ga1)ws
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subgroup of I, ) ¢ associated to the vertex of (Ga/1)..s correspond-
ing to v"" is a verticial subgroup of Ilg, , associated to v™". Thus,
since a(g,,,).s 18 group-theoretically verticial, it follows immediately
that ay/; preserves the I, /-conjugacy class of the verticial subgroup
ynew C Tl = Ig, " associated to v™". [Here, we observe in passing
the following easily verified fact: a vertex of (G, /1)ws corresponds to
0" if and only if the verticial subgroup of Ilg, ,)_ associated to this
11
vertex maps, via the composite g,,)s = s/ pi\»Q {2y, to an abelian
subgroup of Ilgy.] If, moreover, asy is group-theoretically cuspidal,
then the group-theoretic cuspidality of the resulting outomorphism of
IInew follows immediately from the group-theoretic cuspidality of as/q
and the group-theoretic nodality of o This completes the proof
of assertion (i).

To verify assertion (ii), let us first observe that it follows immedi-
ately from [CbTpl], Theorem A, (i), that — after possibly replacing &
by the composite of a with an inner automorphism of Il, determined
by conjugation by an element of IIy;; — we may assume without loss
of generality that if we write ayoy for the automorphism of Il deter-
mined by a, then

Ga/1)ws

82{2} (Hv> - Hv

— where, by abuse of notation, we write 1L, for some fixed subgroup of
112y whose image in Ilg & II;9y is a verticial subgroup associated to v.

Next, let us fiz a verticial subgroup Il C Ily/ 5 Ilg, P of Ilg, ) as
sociated to the vertex v° € Vert(G,/1) such that the composite IL,o —

p11]\2 ~
Iy — Iljoy determines an isomorphism 11,0 — II,. Then let us ob-
serve that one verifies easily from condition (3) of [CbTpl], Proposition
2.9, (i), together with [NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (ii), that there exists a
unique vertex w® € Vert((Gs/1)..s) such that the image I, C Il
(b(92/1)ws

Gp)es Mg, < Ty of some verticial
associated to w® contains the verticial subgroup

via the composite I
subgroup of Ilg, ).

S
II,o C Iy — Ilg, .- Thus, it follows immediately from the vari-
pl1_[\2

ous definitions involved that the composite o < Ily;; — Il is
an injective homomorphism whose image II,, C I3y maps via the

g
composite Iy = Ilg & Ig__ — where we write S & Node(G) \
(Node(G) N {2:}) — to a verticial subgroup of Ilg__ associated to a
vertex w € Vert(G_g). Here, we note that the vertex w may also
be characterized as the unique vertex of G g such that the image via
the natural outer isomorphism ®g _: Ilg _ = Ilg of some verticial
subgroup associated to w contains a verticial subgroup associated to
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v € Vert(G). Thus, we obtain an isomorphism I, — II,, hence also
an isomorphism &1 (IL,0) = ooy (I,,).

Next, let us observe that since «(g, ) s is group-theoretically ver-
ticial [cf. the argument given in the proof of assertion (i)], it fol-
lows immediately that doi(Ile) C Iy — I
subgroup of Il

Go)1)-s 18 & verticial

G,/1)-s that maps isomorphically to a verticial sub-

group agy(Il,) C Iy = Ilg__ of Ilg__ that contains ayy(I1,) =
IT,. On the other hand, in light of the unique characterization of w
given above, this implies that aqo(Il,) € Iy 5 Ilg_ is a verti-
cial subgroup associated to w, and hence [as is easily verified| that
ao/1(ILye) C Moy 5 g,,,)..s is a verticial subgroup associated to
w®. In particular, one may apply the natural outer isomorphisms
Gyl o)r,e — Q21 (Mue)s Mgl p, = @23(I) [cf. [CHTpI],
Definitions 2.2, (ii); 2.5, (ii)] arising from condition (3) of [CbTpI],
Proposition 2.9, (i); moreover, one verifies easily that the resulting

outer isomorphism T, ,) = (g, )., [Induced by the above

/1,0 )T, 0
isomorphism a1 (IT,0) = dqoy(IL,)] arises from scheme theory, hence
is graphic [cf. [CmbGC], Definition 1.4, (i)]. Therefore, we conclude
that the closed subgroup ay1(Ilye) C (qa/1 (o) C) Uy 5 Ig,, is a
verticial subgroup of Ilg, ,, associated to v°. This completes the proof
of assertion (ii).

Finally, we verify assertion (iii). First, we recall from [CmbCsp],
Corollary 1.14, (ii), that there exists an outer modular symmetry o €

I1
7 Pysy

~

(65 C) Out(Ily) such that the composite [Lpew — Il — Il —
I, = II, determines a(n) [necessarily geometric|] outer isomorphism
[Lnew — IT,. The remainder of the proof of assertion (iii) is devoted to
verifying that this outer isomorphism Il mew — II, satisfies the condi-
tion of assertion (iii). First, suppose that a; € Out(II;)?. Then since
Out" (ITy) = Out*™(Ily) = Out*™ " (I1y) [cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1,
(iv); Theorem 2.3, (ii), (iv), of the present monograph; our assumption
that X8 is of type (0, 3)], it follows from [CmbCsp], Corollary 1.14, (i),
together with the injectivity portion of [CmbCsp], Theorem A, (i), that
a commutes with every modular outer symmetry on 1ly; in particular, o
commutes with o. Thus, it follows immediately from [CmbCsp|, Corol-
lary 1.14, (iii), that the above outer isomorphism ITuew — II, satisfies
the condition of assertion (iii).

Next, suppose that ali e, € Out(Ilmew)®. If we write a” o
oot (€ Outf(IIy)* — cf. [CmbCsp|, Corollary 1.14, (i); Theo-
rem 2.3, (ii), and Lemma 3.5 of the present monograph) and (a”); €
Out(I1,) for the outomorphism of II, determined by a7, then it fol-
lows immediately from [CmbCsp], Corollary 1.14, (iii), that the out-
omorphisms /i1 new, (7)1 Of Iymew, II, are compatible relative to the
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outer isomorphism I new — II, discussed above. Thus, since AT new €
Out(Inew )2, we conclude that (a?); € Out(IL,)>. In particular, [since
Out® (ITy) = Out™(Ily) = Out™ ™ (II,) — cf. [CmbCsp], Definition 1.1,
(iv); Theorem 2.3, (ii), (iv), of the present monograph; our assumption
that X8 is of type (0,3)] it follows from [CmbCsp|, Corollary 1.14,
(i), together with the injectivity portion of [CmbCsp], Theorem A, (i),
that a? commutes with every modular outer symmetry on Il,. Thus,
we conclude that o commutes with 0!, which implies that o = a“.
This completes the proof of assertion (iii). O

Lemma 3.14 (Commensurator of the closed subgroup arising
from a certain second log configuration space). Leti € E, j € E,
x, and z;j, be as in Lemma 3.6; let v € Vert(Giep\(i},2). Then, by ap-
plying a similar argument to the argument used in [CmbCsp|, Definition
2.1, (iii), (vi), or [NodNon|, Definition 5.1, (iz), (z) [i.e., by consider-
ing the portion of the underlying scheme Xg of XIEOg corresponding to
the underlying scheme (X,)a of the 2-nd log configuration space (X,)Y%
of the stable log curve X\°% determined by Giep\fiy2le — cf. [CbTpI],
Definition 2.1, (iii)], one obtains a closed subgroup

()2 € Mp/m\fig)
[which is well-defined up to Ilg-conjugation]. Write
def
(Iy)2/1 = (Hy)2 N1gy ey € (IL)2.
[Thus, one verifies easily that there exists a natural commutative dia-
gram

1 — (HU)Q/l — (1L, )2 — 11, —

l l l

11
1 —— Mgy — Memin — s M/ —
— where we use the notation 11, to denote a wverticial subgroup of
ngEE\{i},x <1 H(E\{Z})/(E\{Z,j}) associated to v € Vert(gjeE\{i}w), the
horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows are injective./
Then the following hold:

(i) Suppose that z; ;. € VON(Gjep\ (i},+) is contained in E(v).
Write v° € Vert(Giep.) for the vertex of Gicp. that corre-
sponds to v € Vert(Gjcp\fi},«) via the bijections of Lemma 3.6,

(7')7 (M)) Let ch’; Hv;‘j‘”z C HgieE,z ; HE/(E\{z}) be verti-
cial subgroups of Tg,_, . < g p\py) associated to the ver-

new

tices v°, vPW € Vert(Giep.), respectively, such that [Lypew C

2,7,%

(ILy)2/1, and, moreover, 11,0 ﬂHv?% # {1}. Let us say that two
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HE/(E\{i})‘COnjUgates HZO; Hglru;v; [Z..e., wher@ v, 5 c HE/(E\{’L})/

of I, H”?Efi are conjugate-adjacent if 1T, N Hﬁ?e_g # {1}.
Let us say that a finite sequence ofHE/(E\{i})—conjugaijés of [0,
Hv;% is a conjugate-chain if any two adjacent members of
the finite sequence are conjugate-adjacent. Let us say that a
subgroup of g ey is conjugate-tempered if it appears
as the first member of a conjugate-chain whose final mem-
ber is equal to H”ﬁ%' Then (Hv)g/l 15 equal to the subgroup
of g/ e\iy) topologically generated by the conjugate-tempered
subgroups and the elements 6 € g/ p\(sy) such that Hglpe_v; 18
conjugate-tempered. 7

(ii> If NHE\{i} (Hv> = CHE\{i} (Hv), then NHE<<H”U)2> - CHE((Hv)Q)'

(iii> If OHE\{i} (Hv) =11, x ZHE\{i} (Hv)> then CHE((HU)Q) = (HU>2 X
Zn, ((IL)2).

(iv) Suppose that v is of type (0,3), i.e., that II, is an (E \
{i})-tripod of I1,, [c¢f. Definition 3.3, (i)]. Then it holds that
Cr, ((ILy)2) = (I1,)2 X Zn, ((1L,)2). Thus, if an outomorphism
a of llg preserves the Ilg-conjugacy class of (I1,)s, then one
may define o), € Out((Il,)s2) [cf. Lemma 3.10, (i)].

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). We begin by observing that it
follows immediately from [NodNon], Lemma 1.9, (ii), together with
the commensurable terminality of Wypew C Hpypay) [cf. [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (ii)], that the subgroup described in the final portion
of the statement of assertion (i) is contained in (II,)9/1. If #(N(v°) N
N(vj$%)) = 1, then assertion (i) follows immediately from a similar
argument to the argument applied in the proof of [CmbCsp]|, Propo-
sition 1.5, (iii), together with the various definitions involved [cf. also
[NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (ii)]. Thus, we may assume without loss of
generality that #(N (v°) NN (v}S%)) = 2.
Write
e c; € N) NNy for the [uniquely determined — cf.
[NodNon], Lemma 1.5] node such that e N Hypew (# {1})
is a nodal subgroup associated to e; [cf. [NodNon], Lemma

1.9, (i)];

e ¢, for the unique element of N'(v°) NN (vjS%) such that ey # e;
[so N (v°) NN (%) = {eq, e2}];

©,J,%
e H for the sub-semi-graph of PSC-type [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition
2.2, (i)] of the underlying semi-graph of G,cp, whose set of
vertices = {v°, v} };

e 5 Node(Gicp.lu) \{e1, €2} [cf. [CbTpI], Definition 2.2, (ii)];
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o H U (Gicr.xlm)s-s [Which is well-defined since, as is easily ver-
ified, S is not of separating type as a subset of Node(Gicp . m)
— cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.5, (i), (ii)].

Then it follows immediately from the construction of H that H. ()
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.8|, where we observe that one verifies eas-
ily that the node e; of G;cp, may be regarded as a node of H, is
cyclically primitive [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 4.1]. Moreover, it follows
immediately from [NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (ii), together with the vari-
ous definitions involved, that (II,)e1 C Ilg ) — g, ., may be
characterized uniquely as the closed subgroup of Ilg,_, = that contains
[ypew € Ilg, ., and, moreover, belongs to the Ilg, , -conjugacy class
of closed subgroups of Ilg, . . obtained by forming the image of the
composite of outer homomorphisms

q)Hw{ﬁl}

HHW{el} — HH — HgiGE,z

[cf. [CbTpI], Definition 2.10] — where the second arrow is the outer in-
jection discussed in [CbTpl], Proposition 2.11. In particular, it follows
from the commensurable terminality of (Il )/ in Ilg,_, , [cf. [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (ii)] that this characterization of (II,),/; determines an
outer isomorphism Tly_, | = ().

On the other hand, it follows immediately from a similar argument
to the argument applied in the proof of [CmbCsp|, Proposition 1.5,
(iii), together with the various definitions involved [cf. also [NodNon],
Lemma 1.9, (ii)], that the image of the closed subgroup of (II,)/1 topo-
logically generated by I1,. and HUQ% via the inverse (II,)o/1 — Iy -,
of this outer isomorphism is a verticial subgroup of 11 (1} associated
to the unique vertex of H..(c,). Thus, since H. () is cyclically primi-
tive, assertion (i) follows immediately from [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii); [NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (ii), together with the description of the
structure of a certain tempered covering of H..(e,3 given in [CbTpl],
Lemma 4.3. This completes the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). Since (IL,)o1 = (IL,)2 N g/ e\ gy is
commensurably terminal in Ilg, g ) [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii)], assertion (ii) follows immediately from Lemma 3.9, (iv). This
completes the proof of assertion (ii). Next, we verify assertion (iii).
First, let us observe that if £(v) = (), then one verifies immediately
that the vertical arrows of the commutative diagram in the statement
of Lemma 3.14 are isomorphisms, and hence that assertion (iii) holds.
Thus, we may assume that £(v) # (. Next, let us observe that it follows
from assertion (ii) that Ny, ((I1,)2) = Cn,((I1,)2). Thus, in light of the
slimness of (IL,)q [cf. [MzTa|, Proposition 2.2, (ii)], to verify assertion
(iii), it suffices to verify that the natural outer action of Ny, ((II,)2)
on (II,)y is trivial. On the other hand, since [one verifies easily that]
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the natural outer action Ny, ((II,)2) — Out((Il,)2) factors through
Out" ((I1,)2) € Out((IL,)y), it follows from the injectivity portion of
Theorem 2.3, (i) [cf. our assumption that £(v) # 0], that to verify the
triviality in question, it suffices to verify that the natural outer action
of Nn,((IL,)2) on 1I, is trivial. But this follows from the equality
Crig, iy (o) =11, X Zn, (,, (IL,). This completes the proof of assertion
(iii). Assertion (iv) follows immediately from assertion (iii), together
with Lemma 3.12, (i). This completes the proof of Lemma 3.14. O

Lemma 3.15 (Preservation of various subgroups of geomet-
ric origin). In the notation of Lemma 8.1/, let & be an F-admissible
automorphism of lly. Write ap\ iy, Qg/p\(y) for the automorphisms
OfHE\{i}, HE/(E\{i}) determined by &,‘ Q, aE‘\{i}; aE/(E\{i}) fO’I“ the outo-
morphisms OfHE, HE\{i}; HE/(E\{i}) determined by &, &E\{i}, &'E/(E\{i}),
respectively. Suppose that there exist an edge e € Edge(Gjcp\(i},«) of
Gicp\{iy,a that belongs to E(v) C Edge(Gijcp (i) and a pair I, C
II, C ngeE\{i},z Yal I g\ /(e\iyy) of VON-subgroups associated to
e € Edge(Gjcp\(i},e), v € Vert(Gjep\(i},2), respectively, such that

ap () = e € ap iy (IL,) =11, .

Suppose, moreover, either that

(a) the outomorphism ag(p\iy) of g,cp, val g/ (p\ (i) maps some
cuspidal inertia subgroup of lg,_,, , & g/ e\y) to a cuspidal
inertia subgroup of g, . < g (i), or that

(b) e € Cusp(Gjer\fi}.z)-

[For example, condition (a) holds if the outomorphism age\(iy) of
Mg, , . < g/ ey s group-theoretically cuspidal — ¢f. [CmbGC],
Definition 1.4, (iv).] Write T C Ilg for the E-tripod of I1,, [cf. Def-
inition 3.3, (i)] arising from e € Edge(Gjep\(iy,2) [cf- Definition 3.7,
(i)]. Then the following hold:

(i) The outomorphism « preserves the Ilg-conjugacy classes of
T, (II,)2, C Hg. If, moreover, the outomorphism OB/(B\{i})
of Ug, 1., & g\ is group-theoretically cuspidal /cf.
[CmbGC|, Definition 1.4, (iv)], then the outomorphism a|r
[ef. Lemma 3.12, (i)] of T is contained in Out®(T)°™P [cf.
Definition 3.4, (i)].

(ii) Suppose, moreover, that v is of type (0,3) — i.e., that I1, is
an (E\{i})-tripod of I, — and that ap\ (i |n, € Out®(IL,)°usP
[ef. Lemma 3.12, (i)]. Then there exists a geometric [cf. Def-

inition 3.4, (ii)] outer isomorphism T = 1, which satisfies the
following condition:
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If either alr € Out(T)® [cf. (i)] or apgylu, €
Out(IL,)%, then the outomorphisms |, ap iy, of
T, Il, are compatible relative to the outer isomor-
phism in question T = 1I,,.
If, moreover, 11, is (E \ {i})-strict [cf. Definition 3.3, (iii)],
then the following hold:

(1) If#(E\{i}) =1 [i.e., 11, satisfies condition (1) of Lemma 3.8,
(i1)], then T is E-strict [i.e., T satisfies one of the two
conditions (2c), (2x) of Lemma 3.8, (ii)].

(2) If #(E\ {i}) = 2 [i.e., 11, satisfies one of the two con-
ditions (2c), (2x) of Lemma 3.8, (ii)], and the edge e €
Edge(Gjer\{i},«) is the unique diagonal cusp of Gicp\ (i}«
[ef. Lemma 3.2, (ii)], then T is E-strict f[i.e., T satisfies
condition (3) of Lemma 3.8, (ii)], hence also central [cf.
Definition 3.7, (ii)].

Proof. First, let us observe that one verifies easily — by replacing x
by a suitable k-valued geometric point of X, (k) that lifts vp\f ) €
X3 (k) [note that this does not affect “Gjep\fiy,.”!] — that, to
verify Lemma 3.15, we may assume without loss of generality that
Zija = € € BEdge(Gjep\(i}.e)-

Now we verify assertion (i). First, let us observe that one verifies eas-
ily — by replacing X 9¢ by the base-change of plgf{iyj} D XE ng{ivj}
by a suitable morphism of log schemes (Spec k)¢ — X;f{m} that lies
over Tp\ (.53 € Xp\(i,73 (k) [cf. Definition 3.1, (i)] — that, to verify asser-
tion (i), we may assume without loss of generality that #F = 2. Then it
follows immediately from Lemma 3.13, (i), that ag g\ fi}) preserves the
HE/(E\{i})—Conjugacy classof T’ (: H“?i“;c) - HE/(E\{i})- Moreover, it fol-
lows immediately from Lemma 3.13, (i), (ii), together with Lemma 3.14,
(i), that ag/e\(y) preserves the Ilg g\ iy)-conjugacy classes of the
normally terminal closed subgroups I, C (Il,)21 € Hg/mgy) [cf.
[CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)]. In particular, since ap gy (IL,) = II,,

~

by considering the natural isomorphism (IL,)s — (II,)2/1 N I, [cf.
the upper exact sequence of the commutative diagram in the state-
ment of Lemma 3.14; the discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in
[CbTpl], §0], we conclude that ag preserves the Ilg-conjugacy class of
(H’U)2 g HE
Next, suppose that the outomorphism a g g\ i) of g, , & Hg/ e\

is group-theoretically cuspidal. Then it follows from Lemma 3.13, (i),
that a|p € Out®(T). Moreover, since Qap/(E\(}) 18 group-theoretically
cuspidal, it follows immediately from Lemma 3.2, (iv), that ag/ (e ()
fizes the Il g/ p\ iy -conjugacy class of cuspidal inertia subgroups asso-

ciated to each element € C(v}'%) (3 cfljai) Thus, to verify that a|r €
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OutC(T)CUSp, it suffices to verify that ag/g\ ) fives the g g iyp-

conjugacy class of nodal subgroups of Ilg, _,, . & g/ p\(iy) associated to
cach element of N'(v}$%) NN (v°). To this end, let e® € N (v5%) N (v°)
and Il C Ilg, . — g/ e\ a nodal subgroup associated to the
node ¢e° such that II.o C Il,.. Now let us observe that one verifies
easily that the closed subgroups Il C Il,0 C Ilg, . . Yal e/ ey
map bijectively onto VON-subgroups of g, . — e\ gy) /(B \figy)
associated, respectively, to the edge and vertex of Gicp\ (5}~ that corre-
spond, via the bijections of Lemma 3.6, (i), to e, v € VCN(Gjep\ (i} ,2)-

In particular, if E is the composite of a with some Ilg g\ {i))-inner

automorphism such that G(Il,.) = Il [cf. the preceding paragraph],
then it follows immediately from our assumption that ap (1) =
II. € apy(Il,) = 1I,, together with [CbTplI|, Theorem A, (i), and
[CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii), that the automorphism of II,. deter-
mined by 8 preserves the Il,.-conjugacy class of Il.o. Thus, g/ e i)
fizes the Ilg, (g i))-conjugacy class of Ileo, as desired. This completes
the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). Since v is of type (0,3), it follows
from assertion (i), together with Lemma 3.14, (iv), that one may de-
fine a|am,), € Out((Il,)2). Thus, by applying Lemma 3.13, (iii), to
o|(1,), € Out((Il,)2), one verifies easily that the first portion of asser-
tion (ii) holds. The final portion of assertion (ii) follows immediately
from the descriptions given in the four conditions of Lemma 3.8, (ii),
together with the various definitions involved. This completes the proof
of assertion (ii). O

Theorem 3.16 (Outomorphisms preserving tripods). In the no-
tation of the beginning of the present §3, let E C {1,--- ,n} and
T CIlg an E-tripod of 11, [cf. Definition 3.3, (i)]. Let us write

Out” (IL,)[T"] € Out"(IL,,)

for the [closed] subgroup of Out™(II,,) [cf. [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1,
(i1)] consisting of F-admissible outomorphisms « of 11, such that the

outomorphism of llg determined by o preserves the Ilg-conjugacy class
of T C Ilg. Then the following hold:

(i) It holds that
Cn,(T) =T x Zy,(T).

Thus, by applying Lemma 3.10, (i), to outomorphisms of g
determined by elements of Out® (I1,,)[T], one obtains a natural
homomorphism

Tr: Out” (I1,)[T] — Out(7T).
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Let us write
Out™(IL,) [T : {C}], Out"(IL,)[T : {|C]}], Out"(IL,)[T : {A}],
Out™ (IL,)[T : {+}] € Out"(IL,)[T]
for the [closed] subgroups of Out® (IL,)[T] obtained by forming
the respective inverse images via T of the closed subgroups
Out®(T), Out®(T)e, Out(T)?, Out(T)* C Out(T) [cf. Def-
inition 3.4, (i)]. For each subset S C {C,|C|,A,+}, let us

write
Out"(IL,)[T": ] < (1) Out"(IL,)[7: {00}] € Out"(IL,)[1];
Oes

Out™ (I1,)[T : S] = Out"(IL,)[T : S] N Out™(11,) € Out™(I1,)
[ef. [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (ii)]. Suppose, moreover, that
we are given an element o € &, C Out(1L,) [cf. the discussion
at the beginning of the present §3] and a lifting ¢ € Aut(Il,)
of 0 € S, C Out(Il,). Write

T7 C 1l

for the image of T C Ilg by the isomorphism Iy = I
determined by & € Aut(Il,) [which thus implies that T° C
Hymy is a o(E)-tripod of 11, — cf. Remark 3.7.1] and

Out™ (IL,) [T, 5] & Out¥ (IL,)[T] N Out¥ (IL,)[77] C OutF(IL,),

Owt*(I1,)[T, 5] & Out¥ (IL,)[T, 5]NOut*(I1,) € Out™(1L,,).

Then the resulting isomorphism T ~ T is geometric [cf.
Definition 3.4, (ii)]. Moreover, we have a commutative dia-
gram

Out” (IL,))[T, 5] ——— Out"(I1,,)[T, 5]

TT l TTE

Out(7T) ——  Out(77)
— where the upper horizontal equality is an equality of sub-
groups of the group Out® (IL,), and the lower horizontal arrow
1s the isomorphism obtained by conjugating by the above geo-
metric isomorphism T = T° [i.e., induced by o € Aut(Il,)/.
Finally, the equalities

Out™(I1,,) [T, 5] = Out"™(I1,,)[T] = Out™(I1,,)[T7]
hold; if, moreover, one of the following conditions is satisfied,
then the equalities
Out™(I1,,) [T, 5] = Out(IL,,)[T] = Out"(I1,,)[T°]

hold:
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(-1) (r.7) £ (0,2).
(i-2) T is E-strict [cf. Definition 3.3, (iii)].
(i) It holds that
Out™ (I1,)[T : {C, A}] = Out" (I1,,)[T : {|C], A}].
(iii) Suppose that T is 1-descendable [cf. Definition 3.3, (iv)].
Then it holds that
Out™“(IL,)[T : {|C[}] = Out™(I1,)[T : {|C|, +}] .

If, moreover, one of the following conditions is satisfied, then
it holds that

Out™(IL,) [T : {|C|}] = Out" (IL,)[T : {|C|,+}] :

(ili-1) 7" is 2-descendable [cf. Definition 3.3, (iv)].
(iii-2) There exists a subset E' C E such that:
(111—2—&) E 7& {17 T 7”};
(iii-2-b) the image pg/E,(T) C Ilg is a cusp-supporting
E’-tripod of I1,, [¢f. Definition 3.3, (i)].

(iv) Leti, j € E be two distinct elements of E; e € Edge(Gjcp\ (i}.)
[ef.  Definition 3.1, (ii)]; o € Out™(II,). Suppose that T
arises from e € Edge(Gjep (i) [cf- Definition 3.7, (i)], and
that the outomorphism of Il (s determined by o preserves
the Il (iy-conjugacy class of an edge-like subgroup of g\ 1
associated to e € Edge(Gjep\(i},2) [¢f. Definition 3.1, (iv)].
Suppose, moreover, that one of the following conditions is sat-
i1sfied:

(iv-1) a € Out™™(I1,,).

(iv-2) #E <n— 1.

(iv-3) e € Cusp(Gjer\{i}.2)-
Then o € Out®™ (I1,,)[T]. Suppose, further, that either condition
(iv-1) or condition (iv-2) is satisfied. Then a € Out® (IL,)[T :
{C}]; if, in addition, condition (iv-3) is satisfied, then o €
Out™(IL,,)[T": {|C[}].

(v) Suppose that T is central [cf. Definition 3.7, (ii)]. If n > 4

[i.e., T is 1-descendable/, then it holds that
Out™(IT,,) = Out™(IL,)[T : {|C], A, +}] .
Ifn=3 [i.e., T is not 1-descendable/, then it holds that
Out"“(I1,,) = Out™“(I1,,)[T : {|C|, A}]
C Out®(I1,,) = Out™(I1,))[T : {A}];
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if, moreover, v # 0, then
Out™(II,,) = Out™(I1,)[T : {|C], A, +}].

Proof. We begin the proof of Theorem 3.16 with the following claim:

Claim 3.16.A: Let £/ C E be a subset such that the
image T of T via p%/E/: g — Mg is an E'-tripod.
Thus, one verifies easily that one obtains a(n) |[neces-
sarily geometric| outer isomorphism 7' = T [induced
by p /). Then we have an inclusion Out” (I1,,)[T] C

Out”(I1,,) [T/, and, moreover, the diagram

Out™(IL,)[T] <  Out"(IL,)[Tx]
Trd 1 %7,

Out(T) —  Ouwt(Tw)

— where the lower horizontal arrow is the isomorphism
determined by the isomorphism 7" = Tg induced by
pg/E, — commautes.

Indeed, this follows immediately from the various definitions involved.
This completes the proof of Claim 3.16.A.

Next, we verify assertion (i). The equality Cy, (7)) =T x Zn,(T') of
the first display in assertion (i) follows from Lemma 3.12, (i). Moreover,
the geometricity of the isomorphism T' = T follows immediately from
the various definitions involved. Next, let us observe that if (r,n) #
(0,2), then the commutativity of the displayed diagram in assertion (i)
and the equalities

Out™ (I1,,)[T’, 5] = Out™ (I1,,)[T] = Out™(IT,,) [T°]

in assertion (i) may be easily derived from the fact that the closed
subgroup Out™(IT,,) € Out(I1,,) centralizes the closed subgroup &, C
Out®(I,,) [cf. Theorem 2.3, (iv)]. Moreover, the equalities

Out™(I1,,) [T, 7] = Out™(11,,)[T] = Out™“(I1,,)[T7]

in assertion (i) may be easily derived from the fact that the closed
subgroup Out"“(IT,)) € Out(II,,) centralizes the closed subgroup &, C
Out"(I1,,) [cf. [NodNon], Theorem B].

Next, let us observe that if T" is E’-strict for some subset £/ C E
of cardinality one, then the commutativity of the displayed diagram in
assertion (i) follows immediately from Claim 3.16.A and [CbTpl], The-
orem A, (i). Thus, it follows from Lemma 3.8, (ii), that, to complete the
verification of assertion (i), it suffices to verify, under the assumption
that o # id,
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(a) the commutativity of the displayed diagram in assertion (i) in
the case where (r,n) = (0,2), and T is {1, 2}-strict, and

(b) the equalities
Out"(I1,,)[T, 5] = Out" (I1,,)[T] = Out™ (IT,,) [T°]

in assertion (i) in the case where (r,n) = (0,2), and T'is {1, 2}-

strict.
In particular, to verify assertion (i), we may assume without loss of
generality [cf. conditions (2¢) and (2y) of Lemma 3.8, (ii)] that we
are in the situation of Lemma 3.11 in the case where we take the “n”,
“E” of Lemma 3.11 to be 2, {1,2}, respectively. Moreover, it follows
immediately from Lemma 3.8, (ii), that the II,-conjugacy classes of
T, T? coincide with the II,,-conjugacy classes of the closed subgroups
va;e;v, Hv?gv of II,, that appear in the statement of Lemma 3.11, re-
spectively. Then the above equalities in (b) follows immediately from
Lemma 3.11, (x). Moreover, it follows from Lemma 3.11, (viii), (ix),

that the composites

T° — Cn,(T°) — Cn, (T°)/Z(Cn, (T7))
are isomorphisms. Thus, the commutativity in (a) follows immediately
from Lemma 3.11, (x). This completes the proof of assertion (i). As-
sertion (ii) follows from Lemma 3.5.

Next, we verify assertion (iii). First, to verify the first displayed
equality of assertion (iii), let us observe that since 7" is 1-descendable,
there exists a subset ' C F such that the image of T" C Il via
pg/E,: I — g is an E’-tripod, and, moreover, #E" < n — 1. Thus,
it follows immediately from Claim 3.16.A, together with Remark 3.4.1
— by replacing T, E, by p' JE (T'), E', respectively — that, to verify the
first displayed equality of assertion (iii), we may assume without loss
of generality that F # {1,--- ,n}. Then the first displayed equality of
assertion (iii) follows immediately from Lemma 3.14, (iv); the portion
of Lemma 3.15, (i) [where we observe that the “I” of Lemma 3.15
differs from the T" of the present discussion!], concerning “(II,)s” [cf.
condition (a) of Lemma 3.15]. This completes the proof of the first
displayed equality of assertion (iii).

Next, suppose that condition (iii-1) is satisfied; thus, there exists a
subset £/ C FE such that the image pg/E, (T') C llg is an E'-tripod, and,
moreover, #E' < n — 2. Then — by replacing T, E by pg/E/ (1), F,
respectively [and applying Claim 3.16.A] — we may assume without
loss of generality that #FE < n — 2. Thus, by applying [CbTpl], Theo-
rem A, (ii), we conclude that the second displayed equality of assertion
(iii) follows immediately from the first displayed equality of assertion

(iii).
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Next, suppose that condition (iii-2) is satisfied. Then — by re-
placing T', E by the pg/E,(T), FE’ in condition (iii-2) [and applying
Claim 3.16.A] — we may assume without loss of generality that E #
{1,--- ,n}, and, moreover, that T is a cusp-supporting E-tripod. Then
it follows immediately from Lemma 3.14, (iv); the portion of Lemma 3.15,
(i), concerning (II, ) [cf. condition (b) of Lemma 3.15], that the second
displayed equality of assertion (iii) holds. This completes the proof of
assertion (iii).

Next, we verify assertion (iv). If either condition (iv-1) or condi-
tion (iv-3) is satisfied, then one reduces immediately to the case where
n = 2, in which case it follows immediately from Lemma 3.13, (i), that
o € Out™(I1,)[T). If condition (iv-1) is satisfied, then one reduces im-
mediately to the case where n = 2, in which case it follows immediately
from Lemma 3.13, (i), that o € Out" (IL,)[T : {C}]. If both condition
(iv-1) and condition (iv-3) are satisfied, then — by applying a suit-
able specialization isomorphism [cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp],
Definition 2.1, as well as [CbTpl|, Remark 5.6.1] — one reduces imme-
diately to the case where n = 2 and Node(G) = (), in which case it fol-
lows immediately from Lemma 3.15, (i), that a € Out"(IL,)[T : {|C|}].
Finally, if condition (iv-2) is satisfied, then, by applying [CbTpl], The-
orem A, (ii), one reduces immediately to the case where “n” is taken
to be n — 1, and condition (iv-1) is satisfied. This completes the proof
of assertion (iv).

Finally, we verify assertion (v). First, we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 3.16.B: Out" (II,,) = Out" (IL,)[T].

Indeed, to verify Claim 3.16.B, by reordering the factors of X,,, we
may assume without loss of generality that £ = {1,2,3}. Let a €
Aut¥(II,,)). Then since n > 3, it follows immediately from [CbTpI],
Theorem A, (ii), together with Lemma 3.2, (iv), that the outomorphism
of IIy/; determined by a preserves the Il /;-conjugacy class of cuspidal
subgroups of Il,/; associated to the [unique — cf. Lemma 3.2, (ii)]
diagonal cusp. Thus, it follows immediately from assertion (iv) in the
case where condition (iv-3) is satisfied that the outomorphism of Il
determined by a preserves the Il3-conjugacy class of T C Il3. This
completes the proof of Claim 3.16.B.
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 3.16.C: Out" (I1,,)[T] = Out" (I1,,)[T : {A}].

Indeed, since n > 3, this follows immediately from Theorem 2.3, (iv),
together with a similar argument to the argument used in the proof of
[CmbCsp], Corollary 3.4, (i). This completes the proof of Claim 3.16.C.

Now it follows immediately from Claims 3.16.B, 3.16.C that we have
an equality Out™(II,) = Out"(IL,)[T : {A}]. Thus, it follows from
assertion (ii) and the first displayed equality of assertion (iii), together
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with Theorem 2.3, (ii), that, to complete the proof of the content of
the first two displays of assertion (v), it suffices to verify the equality
Out™(I1,,) = Out™(I1,)[T" : {C}]. On the other hand, this follows im-
mediately from the portion of Lemma 3.15, (i), concerning «|r. [Note
that one verifies easily that every central tripod arises from a cusp.]
Thus, it remains to verify the equality of the final display of assertion
(v). In light of what has already been verified [cf. also Theorem 2.3,
(ii)], to verify the final equality of assertion (v), it suffices to verify
the condition “+” on the right-hand side of this equality. On the
other hand, it follows immediately — by replacing an element of the
left-hand side of the equality under consideration by a composite of
the element with a suitable outomorphism arising from an element of
Out™ (I1,) [cf. the equality of the first display of assertion (v)] —
from [CmbCsp|, Lemma 2.4, that it suffices to verify the condition “+4”
on an element of the left-hand side of the equality under consideration
that induces the identity automorphism on Cusp(G). Then the equality
under consideration follows immediately, in light of the assumption that
r # 0, by first applying Lemma 3.15, (i) [in the case where we take the
“E” of loc. cit. to be a subset of E of cardinality two, and we apply the
argument involving specialization isomorphisms applied in the proof of
assertion (iv)], and then applying Lemma 3.15, (i), (ii) [in the case
where we take the “E” of loc. cit. to be E]. This completes the proof
of assertion (v). O

Remark 3.16.1. Theorem 3.16, (i), may be regarded as a general-
ization of [CmbCsp|, Corollary 1.10, (ii). On the other hand, Theo-
rem 3.16, (v), may be regarded as a more precise version of [CmbCsp],
Corollary 3.4.

Theorem 3.17 (Synchronization of tripods in two dimensions).
In the notation of Theorem 3.16, suppose thatn = 2, and that #FE = 1;
thus, one may regard the E-tripod T of 11, as a wverticial subgroup
of llg = Tlg associated to a vertex vy € Vert(G) of type (0,3) [cf.
Definition 3.1, (ii)]. Let E' C{1,--- ,n} and T'" C llg an E’-tripod
of IL,,. Then the following hold:

(i) Suppose that there exists an edge e € E(vr) from which T'
arises [cf. Definition 3.7, (i)]. [Thus, it holds that E' =
{1,2}.] Then it holds that

Out™(IL,)[T : {|C[, A}] € Out™(IL,)[T" : {|C], A, +}]

[cf. the notational conventions of Theorem 3.16, (i)]. More-
over, there exists a geometric [cf. Definition 3.4, (ii)] outer
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isomorphism T = T' such that the diagram
Out™(IL)[T : {|C[,A}] < Owt™(IL,)[T": {|C], A, +}]

Trl 1 T

~

Out(T") — Out(7")

[cf.  the notation of Theorem 3.16, (i)] — where the lower
horizontal arrow 1is the isomorphism induced by the outer iso-
morphism in question T — T' — commutes.

(ii) Suppose that #E' = 1. Thus, one may regard the E'-tripod
T' of 11,, as a verticial subgroup of Iz = Ilg associated to a
vertex vy € Vert(G) of type (0,3). Suppose, moreover, that
N(vp) AN (vg) # 0. Then there exists a geometric [cf. Def-
inition 3.4, (ii)] outer isomorphism T — T’ such that if we
write

Out™ (I, [T, T" : {|C], A}]

def /
= Out™(I1,)[T : {|C|, A} N Out™ (I1,)[T" : {|C|, A}],
then the diagram

Out"“(IL,)[T, T" : {|C], A} —— Out™IL,)[T,T" : {|C|,A}]
Out(T) — Out(7")

— where the lower horizontal arrow s the isomorphism induced
by the outer isomorphism in question T = T' — commutes.

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). Let us observe that the inclu-
sion Out"(I1,)[T : {|C|}] € Out™(I1,)[T”], hence also the inclusion
Out™“(I1,)[T : {|C|, A}] € Out® (I1,,)[T"], follows immediately from
Theorem 3.16, (iv), in the case where condition (iv-1) is satisfied. Thus,
one verifies easily from Lemma 3.15, (i), (ii) [cf. also Lemma 3.14, (iv)],
that the remainder of assertion (i) holds. This completes the proof of
assertion (i). Next, we verify assertion (ii). It follows immediately
from [CmbCsp]|, Proposition 1.2, (iii), that we may assume without
loss of generality that £ = E. Write 7" C II,, for the {1, 2}-tripod of
I1,, arising from e € N (vr) N N(vgr). Then it follows from assertion
(i) that there exist geometric outer isomorphisms 7" = T, T = T"
that satisfy the condition of assertion (i) [i.e., for the pairs (7),7") and
(T",T")]. Thus, one verifies easily that the [necessarily geometric] outer
isomorphism 7' = T" <~ T" obtained by forming the composite of these
two outer isomorphisms satisfies the condition of assertion (ii). This
completes the proof of assertion (ii). U
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Theorem 3.18 (Synchronization of tripods in three or more
dimensions). In the notation of Theorem 3.16, suppose that n > 3.
Then the following hold:

(i) It holds that
Out™(IT,)[T = {|C[}] = Out™ (I1,)[T": {|C], A}]

[cf. the notational conventions of Theorem 3.16, (i)]. If, more-
over, n >4 orr # 0, then it holds that

Out™(IL,)[T = {|C[}] = Out™ (I,)[T: {|C], A, +}]
[cf. the notational conventions of Theorem 3.16, (i)].

(i) Let E" C{1,---,n} and T" C Ilp an E’-tripod of 11,,. Then
there exists a geometric [cf. Definition 3.4, (ii)] outer iso-
morphism T = T" such that if we write

Out™(IL,)[T, T" : {|C}]

def /
= Out"(IL,)[T": {|C1}] N Out™ (IL,)[T" - {|C}],
then the diagram

Out™“(IL)[T, T" : {|C|}] =—— Out*“(IL,)[T,T": {|C|}]
Out(7T) o Out(T")

[cf.  the notation of Theorem 3.16, (i)] — where the lower
horizontal arrow is the isomorphism induced by the outer iso-
morphism in question T — T' — commutes.

Proof. First, we verify the first displayed equality of assertion (i). Ob-
serve that it follows immediately from Lemma 3.8, (i), together with a
similar argument to the argument applied in the proof of the first dis-
played equality of Theorem 3.16, (iii), that we may assume without loss
of generality that T"is E-strict, which thus implies that #F € {1, 2, 3}
[cf. Lemma 3.8, (ii)]. Now we apply induction on 3 — #FE € {0, 1,2}.
If3—#F =0, ie., T is central [cf. Lemma 3.8, (ii)], then the first dis-
played equality of assertion (i) follows immediately from Theorem 3.16,
(v). Now suppose that 3 — #FE > 0, and that the induction hypoth-
esis is in force. Let o € Out™“(IL,)[T : {|C|}]. Then it follows im-
mediately from Lemma 3.15, (i), (ii) [cf. also conditions (1), (2) of
Lemma 3.15, (ii), where we note that the F, E’, T, T" of the present
discussion correspond, respectively, to the “E \ {:}”, “E”, “IL,”, “T"”
of Lemma 3.15], that there exist a subset £ C £’ C {1,--- ,n} and an
E'-tripod T" C Ilg such that 3—#E' < 3—#FE,T" C Il is E'-strict,
and a € Out™(I1,)[T" : {|C|}] [ef. Lemma 3.15, (i)]. Thus, it follows
immediately from the induction hypothesis that a € Out"(IL,)[T" :
{|C|, A}]. In particular, it follows immediately from Lemma 3.15, (ii),
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that — for a suitable choice of the pair (E',T") [cf. the statement
of Lemma 3.15, (ii)] — the actions of o on T" and 7" may be related
by means of a geometric outer isomorphism, which thus implies that
a € Out" (I1,)[T : {|C|,A}] [cf. Remark 3.4.1]. This completes the
proof of the first displayed equality of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). First, we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 3.18.A: If both T" and T" are central, then the
pair (7,7T") satisfies the property stated in assertion
(ii).
Indeed, this assertion follows immediately from the commutativity of
the displayed diagram of Theorem 3.16, (i).
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 3.18.B: Suppose that T is E-strict, and that
#E # 3 [ie., #E € {1,2} — cf. Lemma 3.8, (ii)].
Then there exist a subset £ C E” C {1,--- ,n} and
an E’-tripod T"” C Ilgs such that T" is E"-strict,
Out"™(IL,)[T : {|C|}] € Out™(I1,)[T" : {|C|}], and,
moreover, the pair (7', 7") satisfies the property stated
in assertion (ii) [i.e., where one takes “I"” to be T"].

Indeed, this follows immediately from Lemma 3.15, (i), (ii) [cf. also
conditions (1), (2) of Lemma 3.15, (i), where we note that the E,
E", T, T" of the present discussion correspond, respectively, to the
“EA\{i}7, “E7, “IL7, “T” of Lemma 3.15], together with the first
displayed equality of assertion (i). This completes the proof of Claim
3.18.B.

To verify assertion (ii), let us observe that it follows immediately
from Lemma 3.8, (i), together with a similar argument to the argument
applied in the proof of the first displayed equality of Theorem 3.16, (iii),
that we may assume without loss of generality that 7" is E-strict; in par-
ticular, #E € {1,2,3} [cf. Lemma 3.8, (ii)]. Next, let us observe that,
by comparing two arbitrary tripods of 11, to a fized central tripod of 11,
[and applying Theorem 3.16, (v)], one may reduce immediately to the
case where T" is central. Moreover, by successive application of Claim
3.18.B, one reduces immediately to the case where both 7" and T" are
central, which was verified in Claim 3.18.A. This completes the proof
of assertion (ii). Finally, the second displayed equality of assertion (i)
follows immediately from assertion (ii), together with Theorem 3.16,
(v). This completes the proof of Theorem 3.18. O

Definition 3.19. Suppose that n > 3. Let us write
Htpd
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for the i-central E-tripod of II,, [cf. Definitions 3.3, (i); 3.7, (ii)], where
E C{1,...,n} is a subset of cardinality 3, and i € E. Then it follows
from Theorem 3.16, (i), (v), that one has a natural homomorphism

Trpepa - Out?(I1,) = Out™ (I1,) [II*4 = {|C|, A}] — Out®(II'P4)A

[cf. Definition 3.4, (i)], which is in fact independent of E and i [cf.
Theorem 3.16, (i)]. We shall refer to this homomorphism as the tripod
homomorphism associated to II,, and write

Out"(I1,,)8*° C Out™ (11,,)

for the kernel of this homomorphism [cf. Remark 3.19.1 below|. Note
that it follows from Theorem 3.16, (v), that if n > 4 or r # 0, then the
image of the tripod homomorphism is contained in Out®(IT**4)A+ C
Out®(IT**4)A [cf. Definition 3.4, (i)]. If n > 4 or r # 0, then Tyjepa
may also be regarded as a homomorphism defined on Out®(IL,) (=
Out"™“(I1,,) — cf. Theorem 2.3, (ii)); in this case, we shall write

Out” (I1,,)8*° & OutFe (11, )&e.

Remark 3.19.1. Let us recall that if we write m;((Mg))q) for the
étale fundamental group of the moduli stack (Mg 1)q of hyperbolic
curves of type (g,7) over Q [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves’ in
“Notations and Conventions”], then we have a natural outer homo-
morphism

1 (Myp)g) — Out™(I1,).

Suppose that n > 4. Then Out™(II,) = Out"(II,) does not de-
pend on n [cf. Theorem 2.3, (ii); [NodNon], Theorem B]. Morever,
one verifies easily that the image of the geometric fundamental group
T ((Mgp)g) € m((Mgp)g) — where we use the notation Q to denote
an algebraic closure of Q — via the above displayed outer homomor-
phism is contained in the kernel Out™®(IL,)° C Out™(II,) of the
tripod homomorphism associated to II, [cf. Definition 3.19]. Thus,
the outer homomorphism of the above display fits into a commutative
diagram of profinite groups

1 —— m((My)g) — m((Mgp)e) —  Gal(Q/Q) —— 1

! l l

(I tp
1 —— Out'(I,)e° —— Out'(I,) —22% OutC(Ired)a+

— where the horizontal sequences are ezact. In §4 below, we shall ver-
ify that the lower right-hand horizontal arrow Typa is surjective [cf.
Corollary 4.15 below]. On the other hand, if 3 is the set of all prime
numbers, then it follows from Belyi’s Theorem that the right-hand
vertical arrow is injective; moreover, the surjectivity of the right-hand
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vertical arrow has been conjectured in the theory of the Grothendieck-
Terchmaller group. From this point of view, one may regard the quo-

Ftpd
tient Out™(IL,) — OutC(IIPHA+ as a sort of arithmetic quotient

of Out"(II,,) and the subgroup Out® (I, )& C Out"(II,) as a sort of
geometric portion of Out® (IT,,).

Definition 3.20. Let m be a positive integer and Y'°% a stable log
curve over (Spec k)°8. For each nonnegative integer 4, write YII; for the
“TI,” that occurs in the case where we take “X'°8” to be Y2, Then
we shall say that an isomorphism (respectively, outer isomorphism)
I, — YII; is m-cuspidalizable if it arises from a [necessarily unique,
up to a permutation of the m factors, by [NodNon|, Theorem B] PFC-
admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (iii)] isomorphism IT,, = YIL,,,.

Proposition 3.21 (Tripod homomorphisms and finite étale cov-
erings). Let Y'°® be a stable log curve over (Spec k)¢ and Y& —
X'os g finite log étale covering over (Spec k)'°8. For each positive inte-
ger i, write Y;°® (respectively, YI1;) for the “X\°®” (respectively, “11,”)
that occurs in the case where we take “X'8” to be Y'°5. Suppose that
Ylos 5 Xlo8 js5 geometrically pro-X and geometrically Galois,
i.e., Y8 — X198 determines an injection YII; — II; [that is well-
defined up to 11i-conjugation] whose image is normal. Let a be an
automorphism of I1; that preserves YII; C I1;. Suppose, moreover, that

the outomorphism « of 11y determined by & is n-cuspidalizable /cf.
Definition 3.20]. Then the following hold:

(i) The outomorphism o of YII; determined by & is n-cuspidali-
zable [cf. Definition 3.20].

(i) Suppose that n > 3. Let I1'"*4 C II3, YII'*¢ C Y115 be 1-central
[1,2,3}-Jtripods [cf. Definitions 3.3, (i); 3.7, (ii)] of IL,,, Y11,
respectively. Write o, Yo, for the respective FC-admissible
outomorphisms of I1,,, YII,, determined by the n-cuspidalizable
outomorphisms o, Y [cf. (i)]. Then there exists a geometric
[ef. Definition 3.4, (ii)] outer isomorphism ¢4 : TI*P4 = Y[ tpd
such that the outomorphism Tywa () [cf. Definition 3.19] of
[T s compatible with the outomorphism Tywa(*a,) [cf.
Definition 3.19] of YII'*? relative to ¢*9.

Proof. First, let us observe that, to verify Proposition 3.21 — by apply-
ing a suitable specialization isomorphism [cf. the discussion preceding
[CmbCsp], Definition 2.1, as well as [CbTpl], Remark 5.6.1] — we may
assume without loss of generality that X'°¢ and Y'°® are smooth log
curves over (Spec k)8, Write (Ux),, (Uy), for the [open subschemes
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of X, Y, determined by the|] 1-interiors [cf. [MzTal, Definition 5.1,
(i)] of X! Ylos respectively. [Here, we note that in the present situ-

ation, the 0-interior of (Spec k)8, hence also of X108, Vo8 is empty!]

Thus, one verifies easily that Uy of (Ux)1, Uy df (Uy); are hyper-

bolic curves over k, and that (Ux),, (Uy), are naturally isomorphic to
the n-th configuration spaces of Ux, Uy, respectively. Write Ug", Uy
for the respective fiber products of n copies of Uy, Uy over k; I11",
YTI;™ for the respective direct products of n copies of II;, YII;; V,, for
the fiber product of the natural open immersion (Ux), — Ug" and
the natural finite étale covering Uy™ — Ug". Then one verifies easily
that the resulting open immersion V,, < Uy factors through the nat-
ural open immersion (Uy ), < Uy", i.e., we obtain an open immersion
Vp < (Uy),. That is to say, whereas (Uy), is the open subscheme of
Uy™ obtained by removing the various diagonals of Uy™, the scheme V,
may be thought of as the open subscheme of Uy obtained by removing
the various Galois conjugates of these diagonals, relative to the action
of the Galois group Gal(Uy"/Ug") = Gal(Uy /Ux)*™. In particular,
we obtain a natural outer isomorphism and outer surjection

Yyrxn [ Y
L, ppon T & Ty, = I,

— where we write Ily, for the maximal pro-3 quotient of the étale
fundamental group of V,.

Now we verify assertion (i). Let &, be an FC-admissible automor-
phism of II,, that lies over the automorphism « of II; with respect
to each of the n natural projections II,, — II;. Then since a, is
FC-admissible and commutes with the image of the natural inclusion
S, — Out(Il,) [cf. [NodNon], Theorem B], one verifies easily, in
light of the description given above of V,,, that the outomorphism of
IT, Xqpxn YII;™ induced by &, and ‘o preserves the inertia subgroups

associated to each irreducible component of the complement Uy™ \ V.
Thus, since [by the Zariski-Nagata purity theorem| the inertia sub-
groups of the irreducible components of the complement (Uy), \ V,
normally topologically generate the kernel of the above outer surjec-
tion ITy, —» YII,,, we conclude, by applying the morphisms of the above
display, that the outomorphism of T, Xypxn YII;™ induced by @, and

Yo determines an FC-admissible outomorphism of YII,,. Moreover, one
verifies easily that the resulting outomorphism of YII, lies over the
outomorphism Ya of YII;. This completes the proof of assertion (i).
Next, we verify assertion (ii). First, let us observe that the natural
inclusion IT**4 < I3, together with the trivial homomorphism T4 —
({1} =) YII}® [cf. Definition 3.3, (ii); Lemma 3.6, (v); Definition 3.7,
(ii)], determines an injection IT% < Tl X ppxs Y1 < Iy,. Moreover,
it follows immediately from the fact that the blow-up operation that
gives rise to a central tripod is compatible with étale localization [cf. the
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discussion of [CmbCsp], Definition 1.8] that — after possibly replacing
Y14 C Y115 by a suitable YTI3-conjugate of YII**? — the composite of
this injection 14 < Iy, with the natural outer surjection Iy, —» YII3
of the above display determines a geometric outer [cf. Lemma 3.12,
(i)] isomorphism ¢4 T1**4 = YI[*Pd C Y[I;. On the other hand, one
verifies easily [cf. the construction of Y, given in the proof of assertion
(i)] that this outer isomorphism ¢P¢ satisfies the property stated in

assertion (ii). This completes the proof of assertion (ii). O

Corollary 3.22 (Non-surjectivity result). In the notation of The-
orem 3.16, suppose that (g,7) € {(0,3);(1,1)}. Then the natural in-
jection

OutFC(HQ) — OutFC(Hl)

of [NodNon|, Theorem B, is not surjective.

Proof. First, let us observe — by considering a suitable stable log
curve of type (g,7) over (Speck)®® and applying a suitable special-
ization isomorphism [cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp]|, Defini-
tion 2.1, as well as [CbTpl|, Remark 5.6.1] — that, to verify Corol-
lary 3.22, we may assume without loss of generality that G is totally
degenerate [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.3, (iv)], i.e., that every vertex
of G is a tripod of X!¢ [cf. Definition 3.1, (v)]. Note that [since
(g,7) & {(0,3);(1,1)}] this implies that #Vert(G) > 2. Let us fix
a vertex vy € Vert(G) and write «,, o idgy,, € AutEP(G,0) [cf.
[CbTpl], Definitions 2.1, (iii), and 2.6, (i); Remark 4.1.2 of the present
monograph]. For each v € Vert(G) \ {v}, let a,, € Autl#(G|,) be
a montrivial automorphism of G|, such that a, € Out®(Ilg, )%, and,
moreover, xg|, (o) = 1 [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii)]. Here, we note
that since the image of the natural outer Galois representation of the
absolute Galois group of @ associated to Pg \ {0, 1, 00} is contained in
“Out®(—)2”, by considering a nontrivial element of this image whose
image via the cyclotomic character is trivial, one verifies immediately
le.g., by applying [LocAn|, Theorem A] that such an automorphism
o, € Autl#P(G|,) always exists. Then it follows immediately from
[CbTpI], Theorem B, (iii), that there exists an automorphism « €
Aut®2(G) such that Pt () = (aw)vevert(g)- Now assume that there
exists an outomorphism ay € Out¥C(Ily) such that a € Autle™l(g)
(C Out(Ilg) < Out(II;)) is equal to the image of ay via the injection in
question Out"(II,) < Out"“(II;). Then, for each v € Vert(G), since
a, € Out®(Ilg),)», and o € Autl#P(G) it follows immediately from
the various definitions involved that ay, € Out"(ITy)[I, : {|C|, A}]
— where we use the notation II, to denote a verticial subgroup of
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[Ig < II; associated to v € Vert(G). Thus, since a,, & idg,,,, it fol-
lows from Theorem 3.17, (i), that o, = idg|, for every v € Vert(G), in
contradiction to the fact that for v € Vert(G) \ {vo} (# 0), the auto-
morphism a, € Aut®®*"(G|,) is nontrivial. This completes the proof
of Corollary 3.22. U

Remark 3.22.1.

(i)

(iii)

Let us recall from [NodNon], Corollary 6.6, that, in the dis-
crete case, the homomorphism that corresponds to the homo-
morphism discussed in Corollary 3.22 is, in fact, surjective;
moreover, this surjectivity may be regarded as an immediate
consequence of the Dehn-Nielsen-Baer theorem — cf. the proof
of [CmbCsp|, Theorem 5.1, (ii). This phenomenon illustrates
that, in general, analogous constructions in the discrete and
profinite cases may in fact exhibit quite different behavior.

In the context of (i), we recall another famous example of sub-
stantially different behavior in the discrete and profinite cases:
As is well-known, in classical algebraic topology, singular co-
homology with coefficients in Z yields a “good” cohomology
theory with coefficients in Z. On the other hand, in the 1960’s,
Serre gave an argument involving supersingular elliptic curves
in characteristic p > 0 which shows that such a “good” coho-
mology theory with coefficients in Z [or even in Z,!] cannot
exist for smooth varieties of positive characteristic.

In [Lch], various conjectures concerning [in the notation of the
present monograph| the profinite group “Out(Il;)” were intro-
duced. However, at the time of writing, the authors of the
present monograph were unable to find any justification for
the validity of these conjectures that goes beyond the observa-
tion that the discrete analogues of these conjectures are indeed
valid. That is to say, there does not appear to exist any justi-
fication for excluding the possibility that — just as in the case
of the examples discussed in (i), (ii), i.e., the Dehn-Nielsen-
Baer theorem and singular cohomology with coefficients in 7Z
— the discrete and profinite cases exhibit substantially differ-
ent behavior. In particular, it appears to the authors that it is
desirable that this issue be addressed in a satisfactory fashion
in the context of these conjectures.

Remark 3.22.2. As discussed in Remark 3.22.1, (i), in the discrete
case, the homomorphism that corresponds to the homomorphism dis-
cussed in Corollary 3.22 is, in fact, bijective. The proof of Corollary 3.22
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fails in the discrete case for the following reason: The pro-X “II;” of
a tripod admits nontrivial C-admissible outomorphisms that commute
with the outer modular symmetries and, moreover, lie in the kernel of
the cyclotomic character [cf. the proof of Corollary 3.22]. By contrast,
the discrete “Il;” of a tripod does not admit such outomorphisms. In-
deed, it follows from a classical result of Nielsen [cf. [CmbCspl, Remark
5.3.1] that the discrete “Out®(I1;)°"P” in the case of a tripod is a finite
group of order 2 whose unique nontrivial element arises from complex
conjugation.

Remark 3.22.3. It follows from [NodNon], Theorem B, together with
Corollary 3.22, that if (g,r) ¢ {(0,3);(1,1)}, then the homomorphism
Out™“(IT,.41) — Out*™ (II,,) of [NodNon|, Theorem B, fits into the
following sequences of homomorphisms of profinite groups: If r # 0,
then for any n > 3,

OutFe(I1,) = OuwtF®(ILy) &5 OutFo(Ily) & OutPe(IL;) .
If r =0, then for any n > 4,

Owt™(I1,) 5 OutFC(IL,) <5 Ot (ILy) 5 Out'e(IL,) & Owt™e(IL,).

Definition 3.23. Let Y; be a nonempty set of prime numbers and
Go a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-¥y PSC-type. Write Ilg, for the
[pro-Y| fundamental group of Gy.

(i) Let H be a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-3, PSC-type,
S C Node(H), and ¢: H..s — Gy [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition
2.8, for more on this notation| an isomorphism [of semi-graphs
of anabelioids of PSC-type]. Then we shall refer to the triple
(H, S, ) as a degeneration structure on Gy.

(ii) Let (H1,S1,¢1), (Ha, Sa, ¢2) be two degeneration structures on
Go [cf. (1)]. Then we shall write

(Ha, S2, ¢2) = (Hi, S1,¢1)
if there exist a subset Sy; C Sy of Sy and a(n) [uniquely de-
termined, by ¢; and ¢! — cf. [CmbGC]|, Proposition 1.5,
(ii)] isomorphism ¢o;: (Ha)ws,, — Hi [i.e., a degeneration
structure (Ha, S2.1,¢21) on Hy| such that ¢o; maps Sy \ Sa1
bijectively onto 57, and the diagram

~

((H2)W52,1)WS2\S2,1 — (HI)WSI
Il 2l¢1
(Ho)wos,  —2= Gy

~
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— where the upper horizontal arrow is the isomorphism in-
duced by ¢91, and the left-hand vertical arrow is the natural
isomorphism — commutes. [Here, we note that the subset S;
is also uniquely determined by ¢, and ¢y — cf. [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (i).]

(iii) Let (H1,S1, 1), (Ha, Sa, ¢2) be two degeneration structures on
Go [cf. (1)]. Then we shall say that (H1,S1,¢1) is co-Dehn to
(Ha, Sa, ¢9) if there exists a degeneration structure (Hg, S3, ¢3)
on Gy such that

(Hs, S3,¢3) = (H1,S1,01); (Hs, Sz, ¢3) = (Ha, Sa, ¢2)
(ef. (i),

(iv) Let (#,S,¢) be a degeneration structure on Gy [cf. (i)] and

a € Out(Ilg,). Then we shall say that « is an (H, S, ¢)-Dehn
multi-twist of Gy if a is contained in the image of the composite

Dehn(?—[) — Out(HfH) & Out(HHWs) = Out(Hgo)

— where the first arrow is the natural inclusion [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 4.4], the second arrow is the isomorphism deter-
mined by ®3_, [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.10], and the third
arrow is the isomorphism determined by ¢. We shall say that
« is a nondegenerate (respectively, positive definite) (H, S, ¢)-
Dehn multi-twist of Gy if « is the image of a nondegenerate [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 5.8, (ii)] (respectively, positive definite [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 5.8, (iii)]) profinite Dehn multi-twist of H
via the above composite.

(v) Let m be a positive integer and Y'°% a stable log curve over
(Speck)e. If m > 2, then suppose that ¥, is either equal
to Primes or of cardinality one. For each nonnegative integer
i, write YII; (respectively, H) for the “I;” (respectively, “G”)
that occurs in the case where we take “X'°8” to be Y'°8. Then
we shall say that a degeneration structure (H,S,¢) on G [cf.
(1)] is m-cuspidalizable if the composite

P g @
I =5 My <& My — g «— 1

— where the first and fourth arrows are the natural outer iso-
morphisms [cf. Definition 3.1, (ii)], and the second arrow ®3_
is the natural outer isomorphism of [CbTpl], Definition 2.10 —
is m-cuspidalizable [cf. Definition 3.20].

Remark 3.23.1. One interesting open problem in the theory of profi-
nite Dehn multi-twists developed in [CbTpl], §4, is the following: In
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the notation of Definition 3.23, for i = 1, 2, let (H;, S;, ¢;) be a de-
generation structure on Gy [cf. Definition 3.23, (i)]; a; € Out(Ilg,) a
nondegenerate (H;, S;, ¢;)-Dehn multi-twist [cf. Definition 3.23, (iv)].
Then:

Suppose that ag commutes with ap. Then is (Hq, S1, ¢1)
co-Dehn to (Ha, Sa, ¢o) [cf. Definition 3.23, (iii)]?

It is not clear to the authors at the time of writing whether or not this
question may be answered in the affirmative. Nevertheless, we are able
to obtain a partial result in this direction [cf. Corollary 3.25 below].

Proposition 3.24 (Compatibility of tripod homomorphisms).
Suppose that n > 3. Then the following hold:

(i) Let Y'°® be a stable log curve over (Speck)°s. For each non-
negative integer i, write YII; (respectively, H) for the “I1;” (re-
spectively, “G”) that occurs in the case where we take “X'°87 to
be Y8, Let (H,S,®) be an n-cuspidalizable degeneration
structure on G [cf. Definition 3.23, (i), (v)]; ¢n: Y11, — 11,
a PFC-admissible outer isomorphism [cf. [CbTpl], Definition
1.4, (iii)] that lies over the displayed composite isomorphism
of Definition 3.23, (v); II'**d C II5, YII'**? C YII3 1-central
A1,2,3}-Jtripods [cf. Definitions 3.3, (i); 3.7, (i1)] of Il,,
1, respectz'vely Then there exists an outer isomorphism
ptPd: YIItPd 5 T1%d sych, that the diagram

Out™("11,) —— Out™(I1,)

Typtpd J{ lgntpd

Out(*TI*d) —— Out(II*9)

[cf. Definition 3.19] — where the upper and lower horizontal
arrows are the isomorphisms induced by ¢,,, ¢4, respectively
— commutes, up to inner automorphisms of Out(II'*). In
particular, ¢, determines an isomorphism

~

Out™(*11,,)8*° = Out(I1,, )5
[ef. Definition 3.19].

(ii) If we regard Out" (I1,,) as a closed subgroup of Out™®(I1y) by
means of the natural injection Out"“(IT,) — Out"“(II;) of
[NodNon|, Theorem B, then the closed subgroup Dehn(G) C
(Aut(G) C) Out(Ilg) < Out(Ily) [cf. [CbTpI], Definition 4.4]
is contained in Out"® (I, )& C Out™(IL,,), i.e.,

Dehn(G) € Out™ (11, )5 .
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Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). Let us observe that if the outer
isomorphism ¢,, arises scheme-theoretically as a specialization isomor-
phism — cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp], Definition 2.1, as well
as [CbTpl], Remark 5.6.1 — then the commutativity in question follows
immediately from the various definitions involved [cf. also the discus-
sion preceding [CmbCsp|, Definition 2.1]. Now the general case follows
from the observation that the scheme-theoretic case treated above al-
lows one to reduce to the case where Y'°¢ = X% and ¢, is an FC-
admissible outomorphism, in which case the commutativity in question
is a tautological consequence of the fact that Tippa is a group homomor-
phism. This completes the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). The inclusion Dehn(G) C Out"“(II,,)
follows immediately from the fact that every profinite Dehn multi-
twist arises scheme-theoretically. Next, we observe that the inclusion
Dehn(G) € Out"™(I1,)8* may be regarded either as a consequence
of the fact that every profinite Dehn multi-twist arises “Q-scheme-
theoretically”, i.e., from scheme theory over Q [cf. the commutative
diagram of Remark 3.19.1], or as a consequence of the following argu-
ment: Observe that it follows immediately from assertion (i), together
with [CbTpl|, Theorem 4.8, (ii), (iv), that, by applying a suitable spe-
cialization isomorphism — cf. the discussion preceding [CmbCsp]|, Def-
inition 2.1, as well as [CbTpl|, Remark 5.6.1 — we may assume with-
out loss of generality that G is totally degenerate. Then the inclusion
Dehn(G) € Out"™ (I, )% follows immediately from Theorem 3.18, (ii)
[cf. also Theorem 3.16, (v); [CbTpl|, Definition 4.4!]. This completes
the proof of assertion (ii). O

Corollary 3.25 (Co-Dehn-ness of degeneration structures in
the totally degenerate case). In the notation of Theorem 3.16, for
i=1,2, let Y,°® be a stable log curve over (Spec k)2;: H; the “G” that
occurs in the case where we take “X'27 to be Y}°%: (M, S;, ¢:) a 3-
cuspidalizable degeneration structure on G [cf. Definition 3.23,
(i), (v)]; a; € Out(Ilg) a nondegenerate (H;, S;, ¢;)-Dehn multi-twist
of G [cf. Definition 3.23, (iv)]. Suppose that a; commutes with ao,
and that Hy is totally degenerate [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 2.3, (iv)].
Suppose, moreover, that one of the following conditions is satisfied:

(a) r #£0.
(b) ay and ay are positive definite [cf. Definition 3.23, (iv)].
Then (Hi,S1,¢1) is co-Dehn to (Ha, S2,¢a) [cf. Definition 3.23,

(111)], or, equivalently [since Ho is totally degenerate/, (Ha, So, o) <
(H1, S1,01) [cf. Definition 3.23, (ii)].
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Proof. For i = 1, 2, write v; : IIg — Iy, for the composite outer
isomorphism

oi Q(Hi)wsi

@Di : Hg <1 H(Hi)wsl- — HHi

and ¢ & ¢y o Yyt Write ay[Hsa] € Out(Ily,) for the outomorphism
obtained by conjugating a; by 1. First, we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 3.25.A: There exists a positive integer a such
def

that = oy[H2]* € Dehn(Hs).

Indeed, since oy is an (Hy, S1, ¢1)-Dehn multi-twist of G, the outomor-
phism ay[Hs| of Tly, is group-theoretically cuspidal. Thus, since o
commutes with as, it follows, in the case of condition (a) (respectively,
(b)), from Theorem 1.9, (i) (respectively Theorem 1.9, (ii)), which may
be applied in light of [CbTpI], Corollary 5.9, (ii) (respectively, [CbTpI],
Corollary 5.9, (iii)), that a1[Hs] € Aut(#H2). In particular, since the
underlying semi-graph of Hs is finite, there exists a positive integer
a such that a;[Hs]® € Autl#™(H,) [cf. [CbTpI], Definition 2.6, (i);
Remark 4.1.2 of the present monograph|. On the other hand, since oy
is an (Hi, S1, ¢1)-Dehn multi-twist of G, it follows immediately from
Proposition 3.24, (i), (ii), that the image of ay via the tripod homo-
morphism associated to II3 [cf. Definition 3.19] is trivial. Thus, since
H, is totally degenerate, and oy [Hs]® € Aut!®P"(7,), by applying The-
orem 3.18, (ii), together with Proposition 3.24, (i), we conclude that
B = a1[Hy]* € Dehn(H;). This completes the proof of Claim 3.25.A.

Next, let us fix an element [ € ¥. For ¢ € {1,2}, write Hfl} for the
semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-I PSC-type obtained by forming the
pro-l completion of #H; [cf. [SemiAn], Definition 2.9, (ii)]. Then it fol-
lows immediately from Claim 3.25.A, together with [CbTpI|, Theorem
4.8, (ii), (iv), that there exists a subset S C Node(Hz) [which may de-
pend on 1!] such that the automorphism St Aut(?—[él}) induced by 3
is contained in Dehn((?—[él})ws) - Dehn(?—[él}) - Aut(?—[él}) [i.e., {1 is
a profinite Dehn multi-twist of (H;l})WSL and, moreover, B} is nonde-
generate as a profinite Dehn multi-twist of (’H;l})ws. Write ozil} for the
outomorphism of the pro-I group HHi” [which is naturally isomorphic
to the maximal pro-l quotient of I3, ]| obtained by conjugating a; by
Yy and il IL, o — I, for the outer isomorphism induced by 4
[cf. the discussion precedirllg Claim 3.25.A].

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 3.25.B: The composite outer isomorphism

P(#a).5 P

~ ~

7,/)52 H(Hz)ws — H”Hg — H’H1
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~

is graphic, i.e., arises from an isomorphism (Hs)..s —
H,.

Indeed, let ¥g: I3, g = Iy, be an isomorphism that lifts 1g. Then
it follows immediately from [CmbGC], Proposition 1.5, (ii) — by con-
sidering the functorial bijections between the sets “VCN” [cf. [NodNon],
Definition 1.1, (iii)] of various connected finite étale coverings of H,,
(Ha)..s — that, to verify Claim 3.25.B, it suffices to verify the follow-
ing:

Let Zy — (H2)..s be a connected finite étale cov-

ering of (H2)..s that corresponds to a characteristic

open subgroup Ilz, C Ily,) . Write Z; — H; for

the connected finite étale covering of H; that corre-

sponds to the [necessarily characteristic] open sub-

group Ilz, o ¥s(Ilz,) C Ty, and Ii{l}, Ié{l} for the

semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-I PSC-type obtained

by forming the pro-l completions of Z;, Z,, respec-

tively. Then the outer isomorphism HIQ{” = HIl{l} de-

termined by g is graphic.
To verify this graphicity, let us first recall that the automorphisms
B e Aut((HM)s) and a; € Aut(H,) are nondegenerate profinite
Dehn multi-twists. Thus, it follows immediately from Lemma 3.26,
(i), (ii), below [cf. also Claim 3.25.A], that there exist liftings 8 €

Aut(Ipy,y o), an € Aut(Ily,) of B, oy, respectively, and a positive
integer b such that the outomorphisms 5, 71 of HI{Z}, HI{Z} deter-
2 1

mined by Bb, ab are nondegenerate profinite Dehn multi-twists of 12{1}7
Ii{l}, respectively, and, moreover, vo and ~{ are compatible relative to
the outer isomorphism in question HIQ{Z} = Hzl{l}. Moreover, if condi-
tion (b) is satisfied, then v; is a positive definite profinite Dehn multi-
twist of Ii{l} [cf. Lemma 3.26, (ii), below]. Thus, it follows, in the
case of condition (a) (respectively, (b)), from Theorem 1.9, (i) (respec-
tively Theorem 1.9, (ii)), which may be applied in light of [CbTpI],
Corollary 5.9, (ii) (respectively, [CprI] Corollary 5.9, (iii)), that the
outer isomorphism in question II oQ S 70 is graphic. This com-

pletes the proof of Claim 3.25.B. On the other hand, one verifies eas-
ily from the various definitions involved that Clalm 3.25.B implies
that (Ha, Sa, ¢2) =< (H1,S1,¢1). This completes the proof of Corol-
lary 3.25. U

Lemma 3.26 (Profinite Dehn multi-twists and pro-X comple-
tions of finite étale coverings). Let 31 C ¥ be nonempty sets of
prime numbers, Gy a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro->, PSC-type,
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Ho — Go a connected finite étale Galois covering that arises from a
normal open subgroup Iy, C g, of llg,, and o € Aut(llg,). Write
G1, Hi for the semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-¥, PSC-type obtained
by forming the pro-X, completions of Gy, Ho, respectively [cf. [SemiAn],
Definition 2.9, (ii)]. Suppose that & € Aut(Ilg,) preserves the normal
open subgroup Iy, C Ilg, corresponding to Ho — Go. Write ag,, ax,,
ag,, ay, for the respective outomorphisms of 1lg,, Iy, g, , Iy, in-
duced by a. Suppose, moreover, that ag, € Dehn(Gy) [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 4.4]. Then the following hold:

(i) It holds that ag, € Dehn(Gy). Moreover, there exists a positive
integer a such that

oy, € Dehn(Hy) , a3, € Dehn(H,).

(i) If, moreover, ag, € Dehn(Gy) [cf. (i)] is nondegenerate (re-
spectively, positive definite) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 5.8,
(i), (iii)], then of, € Dehn(H1) [cf. (i)] is nondegenerate
(respectively, positive definite).

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). One verifies easily from [NodNon],
Lemma 2.6, (i), together with [CbTpl], Corollary 5.9, (i), that there
exists a positive integer a such that af, € Dehn(H,). Now since
ag, € Dehn(Gy), af,, € Dehn(H,), it follows immediately from the
various definitions involved that ag, € Dehn(G;), of,, € Dehn(H,).
This completes the proof of assertion (i). Assertion (ii) follows imme-
diately, in the nondegenerate (respectively, positive definite) case, from
[NodNon|, Lemma 2.6, (i), together with [CbTpl], Corollary 5.9, (ii)
(respectively, from Corollary 5.9, (iii), (v)). This completes the proof
of Lemma 3.26. O

Corollary 3.27 (Commensurator of profinite Dehn multi-twists
in the totally degenerate case). In the notation of Theorem 3.10,

Definition 3.19 [so n > 3], suppose further that G is totally degener-

ate [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.3, (iv)]. Write s: Speck — (Mg )k o

(Mg p)speck [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in “Notations and
Conventions”] for the underlying (1-)morphism of algebraic stacks of
e . —lo def ,——lo
the classifying (1-)morphism (Speck)'°e — (/\/lgfﬂ)k = (/\/lgﬁ])speck
[cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in “Notations and Conventions”]

of the stable log curve X'°% over (Speck)'®; valog for the log scheme
obtained by equipping /\N/'S o Spec k with the log structure induced, via

s, by the log structure of (Mlg‘f{i})k; N2 for the log stack obtained by

forming the [stack-theoretic] quotient of the log scheme /\N/;}Og by the nat-

”

ural action of the finite k-group “s X (M, o) S i.e., the fiber product
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over (Mg )k of two copies of s; N for the underlying stack of the log
stack N°%; I, C w1 (N1°®) for the closed subgroup of the log fundamen-
tal group m (N°8) of N8 given by the kernel of the natural surjection
T (NP8) — 7 (N,) [induced by the (1-)morphism N°& — N obtained
by forgetting the log structure]: =™ (N1°8) for the quotient of m(N1°8)
by the kernel of the natural surjection from Iy, to its mazimal pro-X
quotient If‘/s. Then the following hold:

(i) The natural homomorphism 71 (N2°8) — Out(Il;) [cf. the natu-
ral outer homomorphism of the first display of Remark 3.19.1]
factors through the quotient m (N°8) — 7r§2) (N°8) and the
natural inclusion Nggre g, yeeo (Dehn(G)) < Out(Ily) [cf. Propo-
sition 3.24, (ii)]. In particular, we obtain a homomorphism

’/TEZ) (Nlog) — Nouth(Hn)gco(Dehn(g)) ,
hence also a homomorphism

i (Alog) — Coure(, e (Dehn(G)) .

(ii) The second displayed homomorphism of (i) fits into a natural
commutative diagram of profinite groups

1 — I — 73 (Vlog) — s mW,) ——

l l |

1 —— Dehn(G) —— Coyreqr,)ee (Dehn(G)) —— Aut(G) ——

[cf. Definition 3.1, (ii), concerning the notation “G”] — where
the horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows are
isomorphisms.

(iii) Dehn(G) is open in Cp ro g, e (Dehn(G)).
(iv) We have an equality
Nouth(Hn)geo(Dehn(g)) = CouFo(,, )seo (Dehn(G)) .

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The fact that the image of the
homomorphism in question is contained in Out*“(I1,,)8* follows imme-
diately from the [tautologicall] fact that this image arises “Q-scheme-
theoretically”, i.e., from scheme theory over Q [cf. the discussion of
Remark 3.19.1]. Thus, assertion (i) follows immediately from the fact
that the natural homomorphism m(N°¢) — Out(II;) determines an
isomorphism I3 = Dehn(G) [cf. [CbTpl], Proposition 5.6, (ii)]. This
completes the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). First, let us observe that it follows from
[CbTpl], Theorem 5.14, (iii), that Cpro, e (Dehn(G)) C Aut(G).
Thus, we obtain a natural homomorphism Cq, e, jeeo (Dehn(G)) —
Aut(G), whose kernel contains Dehn(G) [cf. the definition of a profinite
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Dehn multi-twist given in [CbTpl], Definition 4.4]. On the other hand,
if an element o € Cy v gy, yeeo (Dehn(G)) acts trivially on G, then, since
G is totally degenerate, it follows immediately from Theorem 3.18, (ii),
that o € Dehn(G). This completes the proof of the existence of the
lower exact sequence in the diagram of assertion (ii), except for the
surjectivity of the third arrow of this sequence. Thus, it follows im-
mediately from the proof of assertion (i) that, to complete the proof
of assertion (ii), it suffices to verify that the right-hand vertical arrow
m(Ns) = Aut(G) of the diagram is an isomorphism. Write le\i;g for the

stable log curve over /\N/;!Og whose classifying (1-)morphism is given by
the natural (1-)morphism N — (ﬂlﬁr])k and Aut ﬁslog(le\ff) for the

group of automorphisms of Xj\i;g over N1°8. Then since X8, hence also

s

Xk(;g, is totally degenerate, one verifies easily that the natural homo-

morphism Aut g (le\i;g) — Aut(G) is an isomorphism. Thus, it follows
immediately from the various definitions involved that the right-hand
vertical arrow m(N;) — Aut(G) of the diagram is an isomorphism.
This completes the proof of assertion (ii).

Assertion (iii) follows immediately from the ezactness of the lower
sequence of the diagram of assertion (ii), together with the finiteness
of G. Assertion (iv) follows immediately from the fact that the middle
vertical arrow of the diagram of assertion (ii) is an isomorphism which
factors through N roqy, jeeo (Dehn(G)) C Coyerey, jsee (Dehn(G)) [cf.
assertion (i)]. This completes the proof of Corollary 3.27. O

Remark 3.27.1. One interesting consequence of Corollary 3.27 is the
following: The profinite group Out"“(II,)e [which, as discussed in
Remark 3.19.1, may be regarded as the geometric portion of the group
of FC-admissible outomorphisms of the configuration space group II,,],
hence also the commensurator Cq, o, e (Dehn(G)), is defined in a
purely combinatorial/group-theoretic fashion. In particular, it follows
from the commutative diagram of Corollary 3.27, (ii), that this com-
mensurator Co reqy, yzeo (Dehn(G)) yields a purely combinatorial/group-
theoretic algorithm for reconstructing the profinite groups of scheme-
theoretic origin that appear in the upper sequence of this diagram.
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4. GLUEABILITY OF COMBINATORIAL CUSPIDALIZATIONS

In the present §4, we discuss the glueability of combinatorial cuspidal-
izations. The resulting theory may be regarded as a higher-dimensional
analogue of the displayed exact sequence of [CbTpl], Theorem B, (iii)
[cf. Theorem 4.14, (iii), below, of the present monograph|. This theory
implies a certain key surjectivity property of the tripod homomorphism
[cf. Corollary 4.15 below|. Finally, we apply this result to construct
cuspidalizations of the log fundamental group of a stable log curve over
a finite field [cf. Corollary 4.16 below| and to compute certain com-
mensurators of the corresponding Galois image in the totally degenerate
case [cf. Corollary 4.17 below].

In the present §4, we maintain the notation of the preceding §3 [cf.
also Definition 3.1]. In addition, let 3y be a nonempty set of prime
numbers and Gy a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro->y PSC-type. Write
Gy for the underlying semi-graph of Gy and Ilg, for the [pro-3] funda-
mental group of G.

Definition 4.1.
(i) We shall write
AutBreh@l(Gry € (Aut!Vert@l(Gy) n AutNedel@)l(Gi) C) Aut(Gy)

[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i)] for the [closed] subgroup of
Aut(Gy) consisting of automorphisms « of Gy that induce the
identity automorphism of Vert(Gy), Node(Gy) and, moreover,
fix each of the branches of every node of Gy. Thus, we have a
natural exact sequence of profinite groups

1 — Aut‘grp“(go) — Aut‘BrCh(g‘))'(go) — Aut(Cusp(Gy))

[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i); Remark 4.1.2 of the present
monograph].

(i) Let v € Vert(Gp). Then we shall write

E(Golw = Go) < Edge(Golv) (= Cusp(Golw))

CbTpl], Definition 2.1, (iii)] for the subset of Edge(Gol|,)

f. |
= Cusp(Go|v)) consisting of cusps of G|, that arise from nodes
0-

[c
(
of
(iii) We shall write

Gl ™(Go) € ] Aut®C9l(Gyl,)

veVert(Go)

[cf. (ii); [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i)] for the [closed] subgroup of
[Toevers(o) AutE@91(Gi1,) consisting of “glueable” collections
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of automorphisms of the various Ggl,, i.e., the subgroup con-
sisting of (ov)vevert(gy) such that, for every v, w € Vert(Go), it
holds that x,(ay) = Xw(aw) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii)].

Remark 4.1.1. In the notation of Definition 4.1, one verifies easily
from the various definitions involved that

Glu(go) _ Glubmh(g()) N ( H Aut‘grph|(go|v)>
veVert(Go)
[cf. [CbTpl], Definitions 2.6, (i), and 4.9; Remark 4.1.2 of the present
monograph].

Remark 4.1.2. Here, we take the opportunity to correct a minor
error in the exposition of [CbTpl]. In [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i),
“Autle™l(G)” should be defined as the subgroup of Aut(G) of automor-
phisms of G which induce the identity automorphism on the underlying
semi-graph of G [cf. the definition given in [CbTpl], Theorem BJ. In a
similar vein, in [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (iii), “Aut™(G)” should be de-
fined as the subgroup of Aut(G) of automorphisms of G which preserve
the sub-semi-graph H of the underlying semi-graph of G and, moreover,
induce the identity automorphism of H. Since the correct definitions
are applied throughout the exposition of [CbTpl], these errors in the
statement of the definitions have no substantive effect on the exposition
of [CbTpl], except for the following two instances [which themselves do
not have any substantive effect on the exposition of [CbTpl]]:

(i) In [CbTpI], Proposition 2.7, (i), “Aut®"(G)” should be re-
placed by “AutVeN@I (g7

(ii) In [CbTpl], Proposition 2.7, (iii), the phrase “In particular”
should be replaced by the word “Finally”.

Theorem 4.2 (Glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations in
the one-dimensional case). Let 3y be a nonempty set of prime num-
bers and Gy a semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-Xg PSC-type. Write Ilg,
for the [pro-y] fundamental group of Go. Then the following hold:

(i) The closed subgroup Dehn(Gy) C Aut(Gy) [cf. [CbTpl], Def-
inition 4.4] is contained in Aut/®M90l(G)) C Aut(Gy) [cf.
Definition 4.1, (i)], i.e., Dehn(Gy) C Aut/Breb@)l(Gyy.

(ii) The natural homomorphism

AutlBrCh(QO)‘ (g()) — Hve\/ert(gg) Aut<g0‘v)
o = (ag0|v )UEVert(go)
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[ef. [CbTpl], Definition 2.14, (ii); [CbTpl|, Remark 2.5.1,
(i1)] factors through

Glu™™Go) € [ Aut(Gol.)

veVert(Go)
[¢f. Definition 4.1, (iii)].
(iii) The natural inclusion Dehn(Gy) — Aut!B2@N(Go) of (i) and
the natural homomorphism pgre®: Aut/Bre@) Gy — Gl (Gy)
[ef. (ii)] fit into an exact sequence of profinite groups

brch

1 — Dehn(Gy) — Aut/Preb@)(Gy) 0y Glubrer(Gy) — 1.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from the various definitions
involved. Assertion (ii) follows immediately from [CbTpl], Corollary
3.9, (iv). Assertion (iii) follows, in light of Remark 4.1.1, from the exact
sequence of [CbTpl], Theorem B, (iii), together with the existence of
automorphisms of Gy that induce arbitrary permutations of the cusps
on each vertex of Gy and, moreover, restrict to automorphisms of each
Golv that lie in the kernel of x, [cf. the automorphisms constructed in
the proof of [CmbCsp|, Lemma 2.4]. O

Definition 4.3. Let H be a sub-semi-graph of PSC-type [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 2.2, (i)] of G [cf. Definition 3.1, (ii)] and S € Node(G|u)
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.2, (ii)] a subset of Node(G|g) that is not of
separating type [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 2.5, (i)]. Then, by applying
a similar argument to the argument applied in [CmbCsp], Definition
2.1, (iii), (vi), or [NodNon], Definition 5.1, (ix), (x) [i.e., by considering
the portion of the underlying scheme X,, of X°¢ corresponding to the
underlying scheme (Xg g),, of the n-th log configuration space (Xp g)\8

of the stable log curve X]ﬁ% determined by (Glu).s — cf. [CbTpI],
Definition 2.5, (ii)], one obtains a closed subgroup

(HH,S)n g Hn

[which is well-defined up to II,-conjugation]. We shall refer to (Ilg s), C
II,, as a configuration space subgroup |associated to (H,S)]. For each
0 <i < j <n, we shall write

def
(HH,S)n/i - (HH,S)n N Hn/z g Hn/z

[which is well-defined up to II,-conjugation];

def
(Hes)j/i = (Mes)nsi/ M,s)ny; € Wy

[which is well-defined up to II,-conjugation]. In particular,

(Me,s); = (Hm,s),70 € I
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[where we recall that, in fact, the subgroups on either side of the
“=" are only well-defined up to Il;-conjugation|. Thus, by applying
[CbTpl], Proposition 2.11, inductively, we conclude that each (Ilg,s),/;
is a pro-X configuration space group [cf. [MzTal, Definition 2.3, (i)],
and that we have a natural exact sequence of profinite groups

1 — (HH,S)j/i — (HH,S)]‘ — (HH,S>i — 1.

Finally, let v € Vert(G). Then the semi-graph of anabelioids of PSC-
type G|, [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.1, (iii)] may be naturally identified
with (G|m,)~s, for suitable choices of H,, S, [cf. [CbTpl], Remark
2.5.1, (ii)]. We shall refer to

def
(IL,)n = (g, s,)n € I,
as a configuration space subgroup associated to v. Thus, (I1,); C I1; is
a verticial subgroup associated to v € Vert(G), i.e., a subgroup that is
typically denoted “IL,”. We shall write

def
(1) = (m,.s,)57: € i

Remark 4.3.1. In the notation of Definition 4.3, one verifies easily
— by applying a suitable specialization isomorphism [cf. the discus-
sion preceding [CmbCsp]|, Definition 2.1, as well as [CbTpl], Remark
5.6.1] — that there exist a stable log curve Y& over (Speck)°® and
an n-cuspidalizable degeneration structure (G, S, $) on ¥G [cf. Defini-
tion 3.23, (i), (v)] — where we write ¥G for the “G” that occurs in the
case where we take “X'°8” to be Y8 — which satisfy the following:
Write Y1I,, for the “IL,” that occurs in the case where we take “X'°&”
to be Y'°8 Then:

The image of a configuration space subgroup of II,
associated to (H,S) [cf. Definition 4.3] via a PFC-
admissible outer isomorphism II,, = YII,, that lies over
the displayed composite isomorphism of Definition 3.23,
(v) [where we note that, in loc. cit., the roles of “YII,,”
and “IL,,” are reversed!], is a configuration space sub-
group of YII,, associated to a verter of ¥G.

Lemma 4.4 (Commensurable terminality and slimness). Fvery
configuration space subgroup [cf. Definition 4.3] of 11,, is topo-
logically finitely generated, slim, and commensurably terminal
m I1,,.

Proof. Since any configuration space subgroup is, in particular, a con-
figuration space group, the fact that such a subgroup is topologically
finitely generated and slim follows from [MzTa], Proposition 2.2, (ii).
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Thus, it remains to verify commensurable terminality. By applying
the observation of Remark 4.3.1, we reduce immediately to the case
of a configuration space subgroup associated to a vertex. But then
the desired commensurable terminality follows, in light of Lemma 4.5
below, by induction on n, together with the corresponding fact for
n =1 [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)]. This completes the proof of
Lemma 4.4. O

Lemma 4.5 (Extensions and commensurable terminality). Let

1 > Ny > H > Qp —— 1
1 > N >y G y Q —— 1

be a commutative diagram of profinite groups, where the horizontal se-
quences are exact, and the vertical arrows are injective. Suppose
that Ng € N, Qg C @ are commensurably terminal in N, @,
respectively. Then H C G is commensurably terminal in G.

Proof. This follows immediately from Lemma 3.9, (i). O

Definition 4.6.

(i) We shall write
OutFC(Hn)brCh g OutFC(Hn)

for the closed subgroup of Out™(II,,) given by the inverse im-
age of
Aut/Brh@l(Gy € (Aut(G) C) Out(Ilg) < Out(Il,)

[cf. Definition 4.1, (i)] via the natural injection Out"(Il,,) —
Out"“(I1;) € Out(I1;) of [NodNon], Theorem B.

(ii) Let v € Vert(G); write 11, o (IL,); [cf. Definition 4.3]. Then
we shall write

OutFC((IL, ),,) 9% C OutFC((I1, ),)
for the [closed] subgroup of Out"“((1l,),) given by the inverse
image of
AutF9l(Gl,) € (Aut(Gl,) C) Out(IL,)
[cf. Definition 4.1, (ii); [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i)] via the

natural injection Out*“((Il,),) — Out"“(II,) € Out(Il,) of
[NodNon], Theorem B.
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Theorem 4.7 (Graphicity of outomorphisms of certain subquo-
tients). In the notation of the preceding §3 [cf. also Definition 3.1],
let v € X, (k). Write

C, C Cusp(9)
for the [possibly empty] set consisting of cusps ¢ of G such that, for
some i € {1,--- ,n}, vy € X(k) = X(k) [c¢f. Definition 3.1, (i)]
lies on the cusp of X'°® corresponding to ¢ € Cusp(G). For each i €

{1,--- ,n}, write
def

Gijicig = Gic{l, i}
[cf. Definition 3.1, (iii)] and
%iic1e € VON(Gi/im1,0)
for the element of VCN(G;/i—1,5) on which x ... 5 lies, that is to say:
Ifxg.. iy € Xi(k) [cf. the notation given in the discus-
sion preceding Definition 3.1] is a cusp or node of the
geometric fiber of the projection pi‘;il: Xle o X8

i
log

OVET Ty iy corresponding to an edge e € Edge(Gi/i—14),

then ziji—14 o e; if xp.. iy € Xi(k) is neither a

cusp nor node of the geometric fiber of the projection
pi(/)f_lz X% — X% over a:l{off,“’i_l} but lies on the irre-
ducible component of the geometric fiber corresponding
to a vertex v € Edge(Giji—12), then i1 S
Let
a € OutFC(ﬂn)brch

[ef. Definition 4.6, (i)]. Suppose that the element of
AutBr@N(G) € (Aut(G) C) Out(Ilg) < Out(Il,)

[ef. Definition 4.1, (i)] determined by o € Out*“(IL,)>™™ [cf. Defini-
tion 4.6, (i)] is contained in

Autl®l(G) C Aut(G)
[ef. [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i)]. Then there exist
e a lifting a € Aut(Il,,) of a, and,

o for ecach i € {1,--- ,n}, a VCN-subgroup 11, = C Tl 1 —
g, ,« [cf. Definition 5.1, (iii)] associated to the element
Zifi—la € VCN(gi/i—l,x)
such that the following properties hold:

(a) Foreachi € {1,--- ,n}, the automorphism of I;;_1 = Ilg

determined by a fixes the VCN-subgroup 11
Ig

i/i—1,x
C Il —

Zi)i—1,x

ifi—l,2"
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(b) Foreachi € {1,--- ,n}, the outomorphism of I1;/;_1 = Ilg
induced by & is contained in

Aut/Pret GGy L) € Out(Ilg, , ) € Out(Tliy; 1) .

i/i—1,z

Proof. We verify Theorem 4.7 by induction on n. If n =1, then Theo-
rem 4.7 follows immediately from the various definitions involved. Now
suppose that n > 2, and that the induction hypothesis is in force. In
particular, [since the homomorphism pg/n_lz 1, — II,,_ is surjective]
we have a lifting a € Aut(Il,) of a and, for each ¢ € {1,--- ,n — 1},
a VCN-subgroup Hzi/i—l,:c C ILiji— = Hgi/i_hm associated to the ele-
ment 21, € VCN(G,/;-1,) such that, for each 7 € {1,---,n — 1},
the automorphism of II; determined by « fizes I, iore © Lo C L,
and, moreover, the automorphism of II,, ; determined by «a satisfies
the property (b) in the statement of Theorem 4.7. Now we claim that
the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.7.A: The outomorphism of IL,, /,,_1 = Ilg
induced by the lifting a is contained in

Aut|BI‘Ch(gn/n—1,z)‘(gn/n_Lx) g OUt(Hgn/n—l,x) ; Out(]-_-[n/n—l) .

To this end, let us first observe that it follows immediately — by re-

placing X°8 by the base-change of pf/gnfz: Xlog — X% via a suit-

n/n—1,x

able morphism of log schemes (Spec k)8 — X}f_gQ whose image lies on
L1, ne2y € Xpo(k) — from Lemma 3.2, (iv), that, to verify Claim
4.7.A, we may assume without loss of generality that n = 2. Also, one
verifies easily, by applying Lemma 3.14, (i) [cf. also [CbTpl], Proposi-
tion 2.9, (i)], and possibly replacing, when 20, € Vert(Gi o),
e o by the composite of a with an inner automorphism of II,, =
II; determined by conjugation by a suitable element of II,, =
II, whose image in II; = Ig, . is contained in the closed
subgroup L., CTlg, < 11, and
e 1 by a suitable “z” whose associated “z;/9,” is a node of Gy o,
that abuts to the original 2,9, € Vert(Gi ),
that we may assume without loss of generality that 210, € Edge(G1/0.2)-
Next, let us recall that the automorphism of IT; = Ig, ,, determined
by a fizes the edge-like subgroup I, .. € 1L = Ilg, , . associated to
the edge 210, of Gijo. [cf. the discussion preceding Claim 4.7.A].
Thus, since [we have assumed that] o € Out™(Ily)"*" [which implies
that the outomorphism of II; = Ilg, 1., determined by « preserves the
IT;-conjugacy class of each verticial subgroup of II; = Ilg, /Oﬁz], it fol-
lows immediately from Lemma 3.13, (i), (ii), that the outomorphism
of Tlg, e & IIy/1 induced by a is group-theoretically verticial, hence
[cf. [NodNon], Proposition 1.13; [CmbGC], Proposition 1.5, (ii); the
fact that o is C-admissible] graphic, i.e., € Aut(Gy/1 ). Moreover, since
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the outomorphism of g, _,, . < II; induced by a is, by assumption,

contained in AutP*M9N(G) [cf. [CmbCsp|, Proposition 1.2, (iii)], one
verifies easily, by considering the map on vertices/nodes/branches in-
duced by the projection

pl{_ll,2}/{2}|H2/1: Mo — Iligy

[cf. Lemma 3.6, (i), (iv)], that the outomorphism of Ilg,, < Iy,
induced by @ is contained in the subgroup Aut/®*%/12)l(G, ). This
completes the proof of Claim 4.7.A.

On the other hand, one verifies easily from Claim 4.7.A, together with
the various definitions involved, that there exist a II,,/,_;-conjugate (3
of @ and a VCN-subgroup IL, . % I jne1 — HUg,, ., associated to
Znm-12 € VCN(Gpjn-1) such that § fizes L, e
lifting 3 of o and the VCN-subgroups IL,, o [where i € {1,-- n}]
satisfy the properties (a), (b) in the statement of Theorem 4.7. This
completes the proof of Theorem 4.7. O

. In particular, the

Lemma 4.8 (Preservation of configuration space subgroups).
The following hold:

(i) Let o € Out"™(IL,)>® [cf. Definition 4.6, (i)]. Then a pre-
serves the 11,,-conjugacy class of each configuration space sub-
group [cf. Definition 4.3] of IL,,. Thus, by applying the portion
of Lemma 4.4 concerning commensurable terminality, to-
gether with Lemma 3.10, (1), we obtain a natural homomor-
phism

Out* (I, — ] Out((IL,)).

veVert(G)

(ii) The displayed homomorphism of (i) factors through

H OutFC((Hv)n)G-nodeg H Out((l_[v)n)

veVert(G) vEVert(G)
[cf. Definition 4.6, (ii)].

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). We begin by observing that, in
light of the observation of Remark 4.3.1 [cf. also [CbTpl], Proposition
2.9, (ii)], to complete the verification of assertion (i), it suffices to verify
the following assertion:

Claim 4.8.A: For each v € Vert(G), o preserves the
IT,,-conjugacy class of configuration space subgroups
(I1,), € II, of II,, associated to v.
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To verify Claim 4.8.A, let us observe that, by applying Theorem 4.7 in
the case where we take the “x” in the statement of Theorem 4.7 to be
such that, for each i € {1,--- ,n}, the element 2;/;,_1, € Vert(G;/i—12)
is the vertex of G;/;_1, that corresponds [via the various bijections of
Lemma 3.6, (iii)] to the vertex v of Claim 4.8.A, we obtain, for each
i € {1,---,n}, a VCN-subgroup I1.,, = C Iy — I, , . associ-
ated to zj/i—1, € VCON(Giji—1,) as in the statement of Theorem 4.7,
(a). Next, let us observe that one verifies immediately from the com-
mensurable terminality [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)] of each of
the VCN-subgroups 1L, =~ C Il;j;—1, where i € {1,---,n}, that the
I1,,-conjugacy class of the configuration space subgroup (I1,), C II,
coincides with the IL,-conjugacy class of the closed subgroup of II,
consisting of v € II, such that, for each i € {1,---,n}, conjuga-
tion by v preserves the closed subgroup 1L, =~ C (I;;—1 C) II; [so
IL,, ., = (IL)ii-1]. Thus, it follows from Theorem 4.7, (a), that
a preserves the II,-conjugacy class of (Il,), C II,, as desired. This
completes the proof of Claim 4.8.A.

Next, we verify assertion (ii). Let a € Out™(I,)>®, v € Vert(G).
Write a, for the outomorphism of (II,),, induced by « [cf. (i)]. Then the
F-admissibility of o, follows immediately from the F-admissibility of «
[cf. the discussion of Definition 4.3]. The C-admissibility of «, follows
immediately from Theorem 4.7 [applied as in the proof of Claim 4.8.A];
[NodNon|, Lemma 1.7, together with the definition of C-admissibility.
Finally, the fact that a,, € Out™((I1,),,)9°% follows immediately from
the fact that o € Out"(II,,)P**®. This completes the proof of assertion
(ii). O

Definition 4.9. We shall write
Glu(IL,) € [ Out™((I11,),)e %

veVert(G)

for the [closed] subgroup of [],cverg) Out"“((11,),,)9"°% consisting of
“glueable” collections of outomorphisms of the various (IL,),, i.e., the
subgroup defined as follows:

(i) Suppose that n = 1. Then Glu(Il,,) consists of those collections
(aty)vevert(g) such that, for every v, w € Vert(G), it holds that
Xo(w) = Xw(w) [cf. [CbTpI], Definition 3.8, (ii)] — where
we note that one verifies easily that «, may be regarded as an
element of Aut(g|,).

(ii) Suppose that n = 2. Then Glu(Il,,) consists of those collections
(aty)vevert(g) that satisfy the following condition: Let v, w €
Vert(G); e € N(v) N N(w); T C Iy C I, =11, a {1,2}-
tripod of II,, arising from e € N (v) NN (w) [cf. Definitions
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3.3, (i); 3.7, (i)]. Then one verifies easily from the various
definitions involved that there exist II,,-conjugates T, T,, of T'
such that T, T,, are contained in (II,),, (Il,),, respectively,
and, moreover,

T, € ()21 € ()2 = (ILy),

Tw C (Hw)2/1 - (Hw)2 = (Hw)n

are tripods of (I1,),, (Il ), arising from [the cusps of G|,, G|,
corresponding to] the node e, respectively. Moreover, since
o, € Out?™((11,),)9°%, a,, € Out™((Il,),)9" %, it follows
from Theorem 3.16, (iv), that o, € Out"°((I1,),)[T,], v €
Out™®((I1,),)[T,]; thus, we obtain that Tr, (ay,) € Out(T,) =
Oouwt(7T); Tr, () € Out(Ty,) = Out(T) [cf. Theorem 3.16,
(i)]. Then we require that Tp, () = T, ().

Suppose that n > 3. Then Glu(Il,) consists of those col-
lections (a)vevert(g) that satisfy the following condition: Let
[1%4 C I3 be a 3-central {1,2, 3}-tripod of II,, [cf. Definitions
3.3, (i); 3.7, (ii)]. Then one verifies easily from the various
definitions involved that, for every v € Vert(G), there exists a
I15-conjugate I1P4 of I1**4 such that 1P is contained in (I1,)s,
and, moreover, 1'% C (II,)3 is a 3-central tripod of (II,)s.
Thus, since a, € Out™((I1,),)9°%, we obtain T (@) €

Out(IT'P4) = Out(I1*Y) [cf. Theorem 3.16, (i), (v)]. Then, for
every v, w € Vert(G), we require that Tpwa () = Tpppa(au)-

Remark 4.9.1. In the notation of Definition 4.9, one verifies eas-
ily from the various definitions involved that the natural outer iso-
moprhism II; = IIg determines a natural isomorphism Glu(Il;) =
Glu"™(G) [cf. Definition 4.1, (iii)].

Lemma 4.10 (Basic properties concerning groups of glueable
collections). Forn > 1, the following hold:

(i)

The natural injections
Out"((I1, ) py1) < Out™((1L,),)

of [INodNon|, Theorem B — where v ranges over the vertices
of G — determine an injection

Glu(IL,41) = Glu(IL,).
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(ii) The displayed homomorphism of Lemma 4.8, (i),
Out" (I, — [ Out((IL,),)

veVert(G)

factors through

Glu(IL,) € [ Out((IL).).

veVert(G)

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The fact that the image of the
composite

Glu(Mysr) = [T Out™((I)ur) = [ Out™ (L))

veVert(G) veVert(G)

is contained in

H OutFC((Hv)n)g'mdeg H OutFC((Hv)n)

veVert(G) veVert(G)

follows immediately from the various definitions involved. The fact
that the image of the composite

Glu(Mpsr) = [T Out™((I)ur) = [ Out™((IL,))

veVert(G) veVert(G)

is contained in

Glu(IL,) € [ Out™((I1,),)o %
veVert(G)

follows immediately from the various definitions involved when n > 3
and from Theorems 3.16, (iv), (v); 3.18, (ii) [applied to each (II,),+1!],
when n = 2. Thus, it remains to verify assertion (i) in the case
where n = 1. Suppose that n = 1. Let (ay)everrig) € Glu(Ily).
Write ((@)1)veveri(6) € [Levers(o) Out"™((I1,), )9 for the image of
(atw)vevert(g)- Since G is connected, to verify assertion (i) in the case
where n = 1, it suffices to verify that, for any two vertices v, w of G
such that A(v) NN (w) # 0, it holds that x,((a)1) = xw((cw)1). Let
x € Xy(k) be a k-valued geometric point of X, such that xpy € X (k)
[cf. Definition 3.1, (i)] is a node of X'°8 corresponding to an element
of N(v) N N(w) # 0. Then by applying Theorem 4.7 to a suitable
lifting @, (€ Aut™((II,)s2)) of the outomorphism o, of (II,), [where
we take the “Il,,” in the statement of Theorem 4.7 to be (II,)s], we
conclude that the outomorphism (v, )a/1 of Iigl,)ye 0y, < ()21 [cf.
Definition 3.1, (iii)] determined by a, is graphic and fizes each of the
vertices of (G|, )aeq1,2y,2- Thus, if we write ()2} for the outomorphism
of the “Il{5,” that occurs in the case where we take “Ily” to be (IL,)o,
then it follows from [CmbCsp|, Proposition 1.2, (iii), together with the
C-admissibility of ()1, that (aw)ey is C-admissible, i.e., € Aut(G|,).
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Now, for a [{1,2}-]tripod T, C (II,), arising from the cusp z; of G|,
[cf. Definitions 3.3, (i); 3.7, (i)], we compute:

xgl, ((w)1) = Xal, () 2y) [cf. [CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (iii)]
= X(Gh)acq1oy.0 ((w)2/1) [cf. [CbTpI], Corollary 3.9, (iv)]
= xr, ((aw)21l1,) [cf. [CbTpI], Corollary 3.9, (iv)]

[where we refer to Lemma 3.12, (i), concerning “(ay)2/1|7,”, and we
write x7, for the “x” associated to the vertex of (G|,)2c(1,2}, cOITE-
sponding to T,]. Moreover, by applying a similar argument to the above
argument, we conclude that there exists a lifting o, of «,, such that
the outomorphism (c,)s/1 of I(Glu)oe i) Yal (ILy)2/1 determined by av,
is graphic [and fizes each of the vertices of (G|w)2eq1,2),2), and, more-
over, for a [{1, 2}-]tripod T}, C (IL,,), arising from the cusp x1y of G,
it holds that xg, ((@w)1) = X7, ((@w)2/1|7,). On the other hand, since
(a)vevert(g) € Glu(Ilz), it holds that x, ((cw)2lT,) = X7, ((Q0w)2/1]7,)-
In particular, we obtain that xg, (o)1) = Xg|., ((0w)1). This completes
the proof of assertion (i).

Next, we verify assertion (ii). If n = 1, then assertion (ii) amounts
to Theorem 4.2, (ii) [cf. also Remark 4.9.1]. If n > 2, then assertion
(ii) follows immediately from Lemma 4.8, (ii), together with the fact
that the homomorphism “T;” of Theorem 3.16, (i), does not depend
on the choice of “T” among its conjugates. This completes the proof
of assertion (ii). O

Definition 4.11. We shall write p>*® for the homomorphism

Out™(11,,)Pr* — Glu(I1,,)

determined by the factorization of Lemma 4.10, (ii).

Lemma 4.12 (Glueable collections in the case of precisely one
node). Suppose that n = 2, and that #Node(G) = 1. Let v, w €

Vert(G) be distinct elements such that N (V) N N(w) # 0. Write € €

Node(G) for the unique element of N (0V)NN(w) [cf. [NodNon], Lemma
1.8]; 1z, Tlg, Ig C Ilg < Iy for the VCN-subgroups of Ilg < 11 as-

sociated to U, W, € € VCN(G), respectively; v o v(G); w o w(G);

e e(G). [Thus, one verifies easily that Iz = Il NIl [cf. [NodNon],
Lemma 1.9, (i)], that Vert(G) = {v,w}, and that if G is noncycli-
cally primitive (respectively, cyclically primitive) [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 4.1], then v # w (respectively, v = w).] Let x € X5(k) be
a k-valued geometric point of Xy such that xyy € X(k) [cf. Defini-
tion 3.1, (i)] lies on the unique node of X'°8 [i.e., which corresponds

to e]. Write Gy def Goc(1,2y,2 [cf. Definition 3.1, (iii)]; 52/1 — Ga1
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for the profinite étale covering corresponding to Ilg, | & Iy vt

for the

‘s " of Lemma 3.6, (). For each z € Vert(G), write

2° € Vert(Gop1) for the vertex of Goy1 that corresponds to z via the
bijections of Lemma 3.6, (i), (). [Thus, it follows from Lemma 3.0,
(i), that Vert(Ga/1) = {v"V,v°,w}.] Then the following hold [cf. also
Figures 2, 3, below/:

(i)

(iii)

Let (Il3)y C Iy be a configuration space subgroup of 1y as-
sociated to v [cf. Definition 4.3] such that the image of the
11

composite (Ilz)y < Iy pig II; coincides with 11z C Il < II,.
Also, let us fir a verticial subgroup Ilgmew C 1lg, | < Iy of
Ig, , & Iy/1 associated to a V"V € Vert(gg/l) that lies over
™V € Vert(Go/1) and is contained in (Ilg),. Then there

exists a unique configuration space subgroup (Ilg)s C Iy of

Iy associated to w [cf. Definition 4.3] such that gnew =

(I15)2/1 N (Ilg)2n — where we write (I115)1 of o)1 N (I15)2;

(@) o o1 N (Ilg)e — and, moreover, the image of the
IT

Py/1
composite (Ilz)e — Iy 2 IT; coincides with 115 C II;.
In the situation of (i), the natural homomorphism
lig(l'[; — Iz — Ilz) — I

— where the inductive limit is taken in the category of pro-
Y. groups — is injective, and its image is commensurably
terminal in II;. Write Il 5 C II; for the image of the above
pl'[/
homomorphism; 1la|r, . (C Iy) for the fiber product of 11, 2
Iy and Il; 5 — 1I;. Thus, we have an exact sequence of
profinite groups
1 — My — I, , — i — 1.

Finally, if G is noncyclically primitive, then 1z 5 = II;,
H2’Ha,w = 1l,.

In the situation of (i), for each Z € {v,w}, let Iz C g, , <
Iy be a wverticial subgroup of Hg2/1 val II,/1 associated to a

2° € Vert(§2/1) that lies over z° € Vert(Gay1) such that 11z C
(Iz)2p1 [ef. (i)], and, moreover, Izo N Ignew # {1}. Thus,
1z, def [Izo N Ignew is the modal subgroup of ng ol 115/
associated to the unique element ez of N(2°) N N (0™°V) [cf.
[NodNon], Lemma 1.9, (i)]. Write e,o o €z(Ga1). Then the
natural homomorphism

@(Hgo < ngo —> Hgncw) — (Hg)g/l
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Figure 2 : the noncyclically primitive case
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— where the inductive limit is taken in the category of pro-
Y groups — is an isomorphism. Write Gio for the sub-
semi-graph of PSC-type [cf. [CbTpl|, Definition 2.2, (i)]
of the underlying semi-graph of Gyj1 whose set of vertices =

{Z(9)", v} T = (Node(Ga1) \ {ez}) N Node(Ganlgr,) €

Node(Gy/1) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.2, (ii)]. Then the natu-
ral homomorphism of the above display allows one to identify
(IIz)2/1 with the [pro-X] fundamental group 1y, of

def
Hzo = (g2/1|GLO)>Tzo

[ef. [CbTpl|, Definition 2.5, (ii)].

(iv) In the situation of (i), let (c.).evervgy € Glu(lly). Write
((@2)1)zevert(g) € Glu(Ily) for the image of (a.) every(g) € Glu(Ily)
via the injection of Lemma 4.10, (i). Let ay € AutPr@l(g)
be such that pY™®(a1) = ((@:)1)zevers(g) € Glu(Ily) [ef. Theo-
rem 4.2, (1ii); Definition 4.11]. Then the outomorphism oy of
II, preserves the I1;-conjugacy class of 11z 5 C II;. Thus, by
applying the portion of (ii) concerning commensurable termi-
nality, we obtain [cf. Lemma 3.10, (i)] a restricted outomor-
phism o |, , € Out(Ilz ).

(v) In the situation of (iv), there exists an outomorphism [z g[a]
of |, ,, that satisfies the following conditions:

(1) Bs.alaa] preserves Iy, C 1o, , and the |y,  -conjugacy
classes of (Ilg)a, (Ilg)2 C H2|Hg’ﬁ'

(2) There exists an automorphism gg,@[al] of s, , that lifts
the outomorphism [z z[a| such that the outomorphism of

Ig, , & Il determined by Bsglon] [of. (1)] is con-
tained in Aut\Brch(gz/lﬂ(gQ/l) - Out(ng/l) (i Out(HQ/l),

(3) For each z € {v,w}, the outomorphism [5g|a1]|i), of
(I3)y determined by Byglai] [i-e., obtained by applying
(1) and Lemma 3.10, (i) — where we note that (Ilz)s is
commensurably terminal in I1y [c¢f. Lemma 4.4], hence
also in Ily|r, ,/ coincides with azg) [cf. the notation of
(iv)].

(4) The outomorphism of 5 induced by Sy zloa] [cf. (1))
coincides with a|u, , [cf (iv)].

Here, we observe, in the context of (2), that the outer isomor-

phism 115, = g, , [i.e., which gives rise to “the” closed sub-

group AutFGr2l (G, 1) € Out(Tly, ) & Out(Tlys)] may be

characterized, up to composition with elements of the subgroup
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AutlBreh@nl(g, 1) C Out(Ilg,,,) < Out(Ily), as the group-
theoretically cuspidal [cf. [CmbGC]|, Definition 1.4, (iv)] outer
1somorphism such that the semi-graph of anabelioids structure
on Gy1 is the semi-graph of anabelioids structure determined
[cf. [NodNon], Theorem A] by the resulting composite

II; — Hg Yas I, — Out(Hg/l) = Out(ng/l)

— where the third arrow is the outer action determined by the

pl_[
eract sequence 1 — Ilyy — 1l 24 Iy, - 1 — in a fashion
compatible with the projection p?lvg}/{2}|n2/1: I/ — Mgy and
the given outer isomorphisms Iz S0 S .

Proof. First, we verify assertion (i). The existence of such a (I1z)s C Il
follows immediately from the various definitions involved. Thus, it
remains to verify the uniqueness of such a (Il3)s. Let (I15)s C Ilp be as
in assertion (i) and v € Il an element such that the conjugate (Ilz)3
of (Ilz)2 by ~ satisfies the condition on “(Ilz)s” stated in assertion
(). Then since Iz is commensurably terminal in 11 [cf. [CmbGC],
Proposition 1.2, (ii)], it holds that the image of v via pQH/l is contained in
[Iz. Thus — by multiplying v by a suitable element of (Ilz), — we may

assume without loss of generality that « € Ily/;. In particular, since

Mgnew € (I5)2/1 N ()3, — where we write (Ilz)],, = Ty N (I5)] —

is not abelian [cf. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], it follows immediately from
[NodNon|, Lemma 1.9, (i), that (Ilg)s1 = <Hﬁ)g/1' Thus, since (I1g)2/1
is commensurably terminal in 1y, [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)],
it holds that v € (I13)2/1. This completes the proof of assertion (i).

Assertions (ii), (iii), (iv) follow immediately from the various def-
initions involved [cf. also [CmbGC], Propositions 1.2, (ii), and 1.5,
(i), as well as the proofs of [CmbCsp]|, Proposition 1.5, (iii); [CbTpl],
Proposition 2.11].

Finally, we verify assertion (v). It follows immediately from the def-
inition of “Out™((I1(_))y)9"°" [cf. Definitions 4.6, (ii); 4.9] that, for
each z € {v, w}, there exists a lifting az € Aut((Ilz)2) of azg) such that
if we write (az); for the automorphism of II; determined by as, then
(az)1(Ilz) = Tz Next, let us observe that it follows immediately from
assertion (ii) that the automorphisms (o)1, (@g)i [i-e., determined
by the liftings a3, @] determine an automorphism a1, , of Iz
Moreover, let us also observe that it follows immediately from Theo-
rem 4.2, (iii) [cf. also the definition of profinite Dehn multi-twists given
in [CbTpl], Definition 4.4], that the assignment “o; = |1, 7 implicit
in assertion (iv) is injective. Thus, one verifies immediately from the
definition of profinite Dehn multi-twists that one may choose the re-
spective liftings agz, ag of a,, a,, so that (ag);(Ilz) = (ag)i(Ilz) = 1z,
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and, moreover, the outomorphism of Il g determined by the result-
ing automorphism &1|Ha,m coincides with the outomorphism a1|H5,a of
assertion (iv).
Now we claim that the following assertion holds:
Claim 4.12.A: Write (az)s/1 for the automorphism of
(II3)2/1 determined by az and (az)s/y for the outo-
morphism of (Ilz),/; determined by (az)s/1. Then —
relative to the natural identification Iz, = (IIz)s n
of assertion (iii) — it holds that
(062)2/1 € Aut‘BrCh(HZO)‘(HZo)

~

(g Out(Hngo) — Out((Hg)2/1)> .

Indeed, careful inspection of the various definitions involved reveals
that Claim 4.12.A follows immediately from Theorem 4.7 [together
with the commensurable terminality of the subgroup Il; C II; — cf.
[CbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)]. Thus — by replacing az by the com-
posite of az with an inner automorphism determined by conjugation
by a suitable element of (IIz),/1 — we may assume without loss of
generality that az(Ilz.,) = Iz.,. Moreover, since [cf. Claim 4.12.A]
az preserves the (I1z)/1-conjugacy classes of Ilze and Ilguew, and the
verticial subgroups Ilze, Igew C Ilg, P — I/, are the unique verti-
cial subgroups of Ilg,,, < Il associated to 2(G)°, v € Vert(Ga),
respectively, such that Iz, C Iz, Iz, C IIgnew [cf. [CmbGC], Propo-
sition 1.5, (i)], we thus conclude that az(Ilz) = Iz, az(Ignew ) = Ilgnew.

Next, write (az)ze, (az)mew for the respective outomorphisms of 11z,

[[gnew determined by az. Now we claim that the following assertion
holds:

Claim 4.12.B: It holds that
(Oéﬂ),l";new = (Oé@)gnew.

Moreover, if v = w, i.e., G is cyclically primitive, then
— relative to the natural outer isomorphism Iz —
1o [where we note that if v = w, then Il is a Il -
conjugate of Ilz.| — it holds that

(Oég)go = (Oé{lj),&jo .

Indeed, the equality (o)gmew = (g )gmew follows from the definition of
Glu(Ily). Next, suppose that G is cyclically primitive. To verify the
equality (o) = (g )ae, let us observe that, for each z € {v,w}, the

1
p
. {1,2}/{2} ~ D o .
composite [Izo — 1l  — Il — Ilg is injective [and its image is a

verticial subgroup of Ilg associated to z(G) € Vert(G)]. Thus, to verify
the equality (az)ze = (g)ae, it suffices to verify that the outomor-
phism of the image of Il in Il induced by (a)we coincides with the
outomorphism of the image of Ilgo in Iy induced by (ag)ge. On the
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other hand, this follows immediately from the fact that both a; and ag
are liftings of the same outomorphism a,, = ay, of “(Il,)s” =“(I1)s" [cf.
[CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (iii)]. This completes the proof of Claim
4.12.B.

Next, let us observe that it follows immediately from the various
definitions involved that if G is noncyclically primitive (respectively,
cyclically primitive), then #Vert((Go/1)-—{e,0}) = 2 (respectively, = 1),
and that, relative to the correspondence discussed in [CbTpl], Propo-
sition 2.9, (i), (3), Hye and Goj1]we(g) (respectively, H,e) correspond(s)
to the two vertices (respectively, the unique vertex) of (Ga/1)-fe,0}-

Next, let us observe the following equalities [cf. the notation of

[CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii)]:
XHUO ((&5)2/1> = XHZO |vnew ((Oéﬁ)ﬁ“ew)
XH’UO |'U"9W ((Oé{b’)gnew)
X#,0 ((0@)2/1) cf. [CbTpl], Corollary 3.9, (iv)]
XGa /1 luo oy (@) 7°) cf. [CbTpI], Corollary 3.9, (iv)].

Now it follows immediately from these equalities, together with Claim
4.12.A, that the data

((ag)2/1, (a@)ae) € Aut(Hye) X Aut(Gasifwe(g))
(respectively, (aw)2/1 € Aut(Hye))

cf. [CbTpl], Corollary 3.9, (iv)]
cf. Claim 4.12.B]

may be regarded as an element of Glu”®((Ga/1)-e,0y) [cf. Defini-
tion 4.1, (iii)]. Thus, by applying the exact sequence of Theorem 4.2,
(iii) [cf. also Remark 4.9.1], we conclude that there exists an element

o [0] € AutlPrer )=t (G ) pe o)
of a collection of outomorphisms of

(D(QQ/I)W{eUO}

H( — Hg2/1 ;> Hg/l

g2/1)->{evo }

li.e., contained in the image of Aut((Go/1)-ie,oy) < Out(Ily1) — cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 2.10] that admits a natural structure of torsor over

Dehn((G2/1)-1e,01) (€ AUthh((gQ“)w{Ev"})‘((g2/1)w{evo}))~
A similar argument yields the existence of an element
a1 [] € Aut‘BrCh((QQ/l)w{ewo})l((gQ/l)W{ewo})
of a collection of outomorphisms of

¢)(QZ/I)V»{GMO }

H(gz/l)w{ewo} Hg2/1 H2/1

li.e., contained in the image of Aut((Go/1)wie,01) < Out(Ily/q)] that
admits a natural structure of torsor over

Dehn((gz/l)w{ewo}) (Q Aut|Brch((g2/1)~»{ewo})\((gz/l)w{eluo})>.
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Now we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.12.C: For each z € {v, w}, the automorphism
(az)1 of Iz is compatible with the outomorphism o q [Z]
of Ily,; relative to the homomorphism Iz — II; —
Out(Ily/1) — where the second arrow is the natural
outer action determined by the exact sequence

pl‘l
1—>H2/1—>H22—/1>H1—>1.

Indeed, to verify the compatibility of (az); and a1 [v], it follows im-
mediately from the various definitions involved that it suffices to verify

that, for each o € Iy, if we write 7 & (a3)1(0) € I, then there exist
liftings o, 7 € Il of o, 7 € Ilj, respectively, such that the equality
[which is in fact independent of the choice of liftings]

a1 [0] o [Inn(5)] 0 a1 [0] ! = [Inn(7)] € Out(Ily)

— where we write “Inn(—)” for the automorphism of II,/; determined
by conjugation by “(—)” and “[Inn(—)]” for the outomorphism of Il
determined by this automorphism — holds. To this end, let o € (Il),
be a lifting of o € IIz. Then since (Il3)z1 C (I5)s is normal, Inn(c)
preserves (115)9/1.

Next, let us observe that the semi-graph of anabelioids structure of
(G2/1){e 0} [With respect to which w® is a vertex if G is noncyclically
primitive and, moreover, with respect to which e, is a node in both the
cyclically primitive and noncyclically primitive cases] may be thought
of as the semi-graph of anabelioids structure on the fiber subgroup
I,/; [cf. Definition 3.1, (iii)] arising from a point of X'°¢ that lies in
the 1-interior of the irreducible component of X'°¢ corresponding to v.
Now it follows immediately from this observation that Inn(c) preserves
the IIy/1-conjugacy class of 1lgo, as well as the II,/;-conjugacy class of
Iz, = (I1g)21 N ge if G is noncyclically primitive (respectively, pre-
serves the Ily/1-conjugacy class of Ilz_, if G is cyclically primitive). By
considering the various IIy/;-conjugates of Ilz_, and Ilz. and applying
[CmbGC], Propositions 1.2, (ii); 1.5, (i), we thus conclude that Inn(c)
preserves the (Ilg)s/1-conjugacy classes of Il ., g if G is noncycli-
cally primitive (respectively, preserves the (Il3)s/1-conjugacy class of
Iz, if G is cyclically primitive). In particular — by multiplying o by
a suitable element of (I1), »1 — we may assume without loss of gener-
ality that Inn(c) preserves (1)1, Ilge, and Ilz_, in the noncyclically
primitive case (respectively, preserves (1l5)s/1 and Ilz_, in the cyclically
primitive case).

Next, let us observe that one verifies easily [cf. Lemma 3.6, (iv)] that

Pii2y/42)
the composite Iz, < Il — = Iljay surjects onto a nodal subgroup

of Ilg < Iljoy associated to e € Node(G). Thus, since Inn(a) preserves
Iz_., it follows [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)] that the image of
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I
~ : P2y/q2} . ) i i )
o €lly viall, — {2} 1s contained in the image of the composite

P2y . e~
Iz, — Iy  —  Ilfp. In particular — by multiplying o by a

suitable element of IIz_, (C (Il)2/1) — we may assume without loss
of generality that o € Ker(p?m} / {2}). A similar argument implies that
there exists a lifting 7 € (Ilg)2 of 7 = (ag)1(0) € Il such that Inn(7)
preserves (lz)a1, Hge, Iz, if G is noncyclically primitive (respectively,
preserves (llg)a1 and Ilz_, if G is cyclically primitive), and, moreover,
T E Ker(p?m}/{z}).

Now since the automorphisms (&)a/1, (a5)1 of (I15)2/1, I, respec-
tively, arise from the automorphism az of (Il7)s, it follows immediately
from the construction of ay1[v] that the equality

a1 [0] © [Inn(@)] 0 g1 [0] " = [Inn(7)]

holds upon restriction to [an equality of outomorphisms of] (ILg)s1.
Moreover, if G is noncyclically primitive, then since the composite

IT
p
{1.2}/{2} L L . ..
Hgo — Iy~ — = Il is injective [and its image is a verticial sub-

group of Il <= Il;yy associated to w € Vert(G) — cf. Lemma 3.6, (iv)],
to verify the restriction of the equality

0021 [7] 0 [1nn()] © a2 [7] " = [Ton(7)

to [an equality of outomorphisms of] Iz, it suffices to verify that the
outomorphism of the image of Ilg. in lljsy induced by the product

ar1[0] © Inn(5)] 0 a1 0] © [Inn(7)] ™

is trivial. On the other hand, this follows immediately from the fact
that o, T € Ker(p?m}/{Q}).

Thus, in summary, the restriction of the equality in question [i.e., in
the discussion immediately following Claim 4.12.C] to [an equality of
outomorphisms of] (II5)2/1 holds. Moreover, if G is noncyclically prim-
itive, then the restriction of the equality in question to [an equality
of outomorphisms of] Iz holds. In particular, it follows immediately
from the displayed exact sequence of Theorem 4.2, (iii) [cf. also Re-
mark 4.9.1], that the product

s [0] o [Inn ()] © ag (o] o [In(7)]

is contained in Dehn((Ga1)fe,0}). Thus — by considering the outo-
morphism of ITf; induced by the above product — one verifies eas-
ily from [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (iv), together with the fact that o,
TE Ker(p?l’z} / {2}), that the equality in question holds. This completes
the proof of the compatibility of (cz)1 and ag1[v]. The compatibility of
()1 and ay/q [w] follows from a similar argument. This completes the
proof of Claim 4.12.C.
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:
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Claim 4.12.D: The difference a1 [0]oas [w] ™ € Out(Ily/1)
is contained in Dehn(Gy/1) (C Out(lg,,, ) & Out(Ily)).

Indeed, this follows immediately from the two displayed equalities of
Claim 4.12.B, together with the construction of ag/1[v], ag/1[w]. This
completes the proof of Claim 4.12.D.

Thus, it follows immediately from Claim 4.12.D, together with the
existence of the natural isomorphism

Dehn((Ga1)fe,03) ® Dehn((Go1)fe,o}) — Dehn(Goyr)

[cf. [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (ii), (iv)], that — by replacing ay[v],
a1 [w] by the composites of g/ [0], g/ [w] with suitable elements
of Dehn((Go/1)-1e,01)s Dehn((Goj1)wge,0}); respectively [where we re-
call that the outomorphisms ay/1[v], ao/1[w] belong to torsors over
Dehn((Ga/1)-qe,0})s Dehn((Goj1)fe,01), respectively] — we may as-
sume without loss of generality that

042/1[171 = 012/1[@] .

Write f32/1 o ag1[v] = agn[w]. Then it follows immediately from
Claim 4.12.C, together with the fact that Il 5 is topologically gener-
ated by 1y, g C 155 [cf. assertion (ii)], that the outomorphism 5/
of Ily/; is compatible with the automorphism &ﬂnm of Il & [i-e., the
automorphism induced by (&%)1, (ag); — cf. the discussion immedi-
ately preceding Claim 4.12.A], relative to the composite I 5z < II; —
Out(IIy/1), where the second arrow is the outer action determined by
the displayed exact sequence of Claim 4.12.C. In particular, by con-

sidering the natural isomorphism Ily|y, = 10 n 0>Lét I 5 [cf. the
discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in [CbTpl], §0], we obtain an
outomorphism 5 g of Iy, ., which, by construction, satisfies the four
conditions listed in assertion (v). This completes the proof of assertion

(V). O

Lemma 4.13 (Glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations in
the case of precisely one node). Suppose that n = 2, and that
#Node(G) = 1. Then p5*® [cf. Definition 4.11] is surjective.

Proof. 1If G is noncyclically primitive [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 4.1], then
the surjectivity of p5® follows immediately from Lemma 4.12, (v) [cf.
also [CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (i)], together with the fact that the
natural injection Il; 5 < II; is an isomorphism [cf. Lemma 4.12, (ii)].
Thus, it remains to verify the surjectivity of p5*" in the case where
G is cyclically primitive [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 4.1]. Since we are in
the situation of [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, we shall apply the notational

conventions established in [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3. Also, we shall write
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Vert(G) = {v}, Node(G) = {e}. Let x € Xy(k) be a k-rational geomet-
ric point of X, such that xry; € X (k) [cf. Definition 3.1, (i)] lies on the
unique node of X' [i.e., which corresponds to ¢].

Recall from [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, (i), that we have a natural exact
sequence

temp temp

1 — 7" (Gso) — T ™(G) — mP(G) — 1.

Let Yo € m(G) be a generator of m;°*(G) (~ Z) and F, € 7°™(G)
a lifting of 7. By abuse of notation, write 7., € Ilg < II; for the
image of 7o, € °"P(G) via the natural injection 7*"?(G) < IIg < II;
[cf. the evident pro-3 generalization of [SemiAn|, Proposition 3.6, (iii);
[RZ], Proposition 3.3.15]. Next, let us fix a verticial subgroup

LG € (7™ (G) ©) 7 (9)

of T*™P(G) that corresponds to a vertex v(0) € Vert(G) that lifts the
vertex V(0) € Vert(Gy) [cf. [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, (iii)]. Thus, for each
temp

integer a € Z, by forming the conjugate of Hﬁ(o) by 7%, we obtain a
verticial subgroup

L © (1™(Gx) €) 7 (0)

of m*(G) associated to some vertex v(a) € Vert(G) that lifts the
vertex V(a) € Vert(G) [cf. [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, (iii), (vi)]. Write

5y C g

for the image of H%e(zl)p C m™P(G) in Ilg.

Next, let us suppose that 7., was chosen in such a way that, for each
a € Z, the intersection N (v(a)) NN (¥(a+1)) consists of a unique node
n(a,a + 1) € Node(G) that lifts the node N(a + 1) € Node(Go) [cf.
[CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, (iii)]. [One verifies easily that such a 7., always
exists.] Then let us observe that, for each a < b € Z, we have a nat-
ural morphism of semi-graphs of anabelioids G, ;) — Goo [cf. [CbTpI],
Lemma 4.3, (iv)], which induces injections [cf. the evident pro-X gen-
eralizations of [SemiAn|, Example 2.10; [SemiAn|, Proposition 2.5, (i);
[SemiAn], Proposition 3.6, (iii); [RZ], Proposition 3.3.15]

T (Gla) = P (Goo), Ty, g

— where we write, respectively, m“""(Gjoz), llg, , for the tempered,

pro-¥ fundamental groups of the semi-graph of anabelioids G, of
pro-X PSC-type — which are well-defined up to composition with in-
ner automorphisms. By choosing appropriate basepoints [cf. also our
choice of 4], these inner automorphism indeterminacies may be elimi-
nated in such a way that, for each a < ¢ < b, the resulting injections are
compatible with one another and, moreover, their images contain the

subgroups H%?gp C m™™(Gy), g C Ilg < II;, respectively. Then,
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relative to the resulting inclusions, H%ﬁzgp, IT5(¢) form verticial subgroups

of wtemp(g[%b}), Ilg,, , associated to the vertex of Gj, ) corresponding to
V(e) [ef. [CbTpl], Lemma 4.3, (iii)]. In particular, we have a natural
isomorphism
def ~
H[a a+l] — 115 o(a),o(a+1) — Hg
[cf. Lemma 4.12, (ii)]. Let us write

def
ofa+1 = Halmy, .,y € 12

[cf. Lemma 4.12, (ii)];

[a.a+1]

def
Iy = U ;

def
H2’[a] = Iy xqq, g € HZ’[a 1a, 12

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds.

Claim 4.13.A: The profinite group llg is topologically
generated by Il C Ilg and 74 € Ig.
Indeed, let us first observe that it follows immediately from a similar
argument to the argument applied in the proof of [CmbCsp]|, Propo-
sition 1.5, (iii) [i.e., in essence, from the “van Kampen Theorem” in
elementary algebraic topology]|, that

e the image of the natural homomorphism

gl Wtemp(g[_a@]) — 71-iemp(goo)

a>0
— where the inductive limit is taken in the category of tem-
pered groups [cf. [SemiAn|, Definition 3.1, (i); [SemiAn|, Ex-
ample 2.10; [SemiAn], Proposition 3.6, (i)] — is dense;

e for cach nonnegative integer a, the tempered group 7" (G_q.q)

[cf. [SemiAn|, Example 2.10; [SemiAn]|, Proposition 3.6, (i)] is
topologically generated by Htemp) Ht?m)p C Wtemp<g[—a,a]).

In particular, it follows immediately from the exact sequence of [ChTpl],
Lemma 4.3, (i), that the tempered group 7;""?(G) [cf. [SemiAn], Ex-
ample 2.10; [SemiAn|, Proposition 3.6, (i)] is topologically generated
by nggl)p C m™(G) and Fs € w{emp(g). Thus, Claim 4.13.A fol-
lows immediately from the fact that the image of the natural injection
TP (G) < Tlg is dense. This completes the proof of Claim 4.13.A.

For a € 7Z, let us write

a,a def
gé/l 1l = 926{1 2},x

[cf. Definition 3.1, (iii)], where we fiz isomorphisms
H2/1 — Hgg;,1a+1]7 H{Q} — HQQE{Q},:C = Hg

[the latter of which is to be understood as being independent of a € Z|
as in [i.e., that belong to the collections of isomorphisms that constitute
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the outer isomorphisms of the final display of] Definition 3.1, (iii), to
be isomorphisms [cf. the discussion of the final portion of Lemma 4.12,
(v)] such that the semi-graph of anabelioids structure on G a/aﬂ} is
the semi-graph of anabelioids structure determined by the resulting
composite
Hﬁ(a7a+1) — Hg ol I, — Out(Hg/l) 5 Out( g[‘? a+1])
2/1
— where we write Il 041y € Ilg for the nodal subgroup of Ilg as-
sociated to the unique element n(a,a + 1) € N(v(a)) "N (¥(a + 1)),
and the third arrow arises from the outer action determined by the
pH

exact sequence 1 — Iy, — 1o 24 II; — 1 — in a fashion compatible
with the projection p?m} /{2}|H2 nt I3/ — Ilf2y and the isomorphisms
IIgoy — IIg < II; [cf. Definition 3.1, (ii)]. Here, we note that, for a,

la,at1] = g2€{1 2}z = ng/fH

of semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-3 PSC type [induced by conjuga-
tion by 7%-¢]. On the other hand, it is not difficult to show [although
we shall not use this fact in the present proof!] that the well-known
injectivity of the homomorphism IT; — Out(Ily/,) of the above display
[cf. [CbTplI], Lemma 5.4, (i), (ii), (iii); [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (iv);
[Asd], Theorem 1; [Asd], the Remark following the proof of Theorem
1; [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (i), (ii)] implies that when a # b, the
composite

b € Z, there exist natural isomorphisms g

]._.[ a,a+1 (1]:[ ;H b,b+1
Gyt T R T g

in fact fails to be graphic!
For each a € Z, let us write
[a,a+1]~[a] def la,a+1] [a,a+1]~~[a+1] d la,a+1]
g2/1 (g2/1 )W{ev(a ob g2/1 (92/1 )W{ev(a+1)°}
— where we write e, (), €u(at1)° for the nodes “e..” of Lemma 4.12,
(iii), that occur, respectively, in the cases where the pair “(Gy/q,2°)"

is taken to be (Q2jf+1],5(a)°); (Qg;laﬂ] ¥(a + 1)°). Then one verifies

easily [cf. Lemma 4.12, (i), (iii)] that the composite
Hg[a 1,a]~[a] _> H [a—1,a] <_ H2/1 _> H [a,a+1] <_ H [a,a+1]~[a]
2/1 2/1 2/1 2/1
— where the first and fourth arrows are the natural specialization outer
isomorphisms [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.10], and the second and third
arrows are the isomorphisms fixed above — is graphic. In light of this
observation, it makes sense to write
[a] def ~la—1lal~[a] ~ ~la.a+1]~(a]
Gy = Yo — Gy

[cf. Figure 4 below]. This notation allows us to express the graphicity
observed above in the following way:



128 YUICHIRO HOSHI AND SHINICHI MOCHIZUKI

The composites

H[a] — Hg <: Hl — Out(Hg/l) :) Out(H [afl,a]) & Out(H la] ),
g2/1 g2/1

) — g &1L — Out(HQ/]_) 5 Out(]:[g[a,a-l»l]) o Out(Hg[a] )
2/1 2/1

— where the third arrows in each line of the display

arise from the outer action determined by the exact

pH
sequence 1 — Il — Il 2! I, — 1, the fourth
arrows are the isomorphisms induced by the isomor-

phisms 1Iy/ 5 I ja-1,q and 1Y 5 T sy fixed
g2/1 ) g2/1 ) ]
above, and the fifth arrows are the isomorphisms in-

duced by the natural specialization outer isomorphisms
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.10] — factor through

Aut(Gy,) € Out(IT . ).

2/1

[a—l,a] [a} [a7a+1]
g2/1 g2/1 g2/1
> o
v v v
v(a—1) v(a) v(a+1)
—o ° o
H[a—l,a] H[a,a—I—l]

Figure 4: Qg;;l’a}, Qg;]l, and ggjl“ i

Now we turn to the verification of the surjectivity of the homomor-
phism pb*. Let a, € Glu(Ily) (€ Out™((I1,)7)9°%). Write (), €
Glu(I1,) for the image of «v, € Glu(Ily) via the injection of Lemma 4.10,
(i). Let ay € Aut®M9I(G) be such that p(ay) = (o), € Glu(Ily)
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[cf. Theorem 4.2, (iii); Definition 4.11]. Now, by applying Lemma 4.12,
(v), in the case where we take the pair “(v,w)” to be (v(0),v(1)), we

obtain an outomorphism S| o Bi0),5(1y[0a] [cf. Lemma 4.12, (v)] of
Iy[j0,17 [cf. the notation of the discussion preceding Claim 4.13.A]. Let
o E[E’l] € Aut(Il|jp1) be an automorphism that lifts fp1 €
Out(Ily]j,1)) and preserves the subgroup Ilg1) € Iy [cf.
condition (4) of Lemma 4.12, (v)] and
e 7 € 1ly a lifting of 7 € I1;.
Then since [as is easily verified] IIs|;;9 [cf. the notation of the dis-
cussion precedlng Claim 4.13.A] is the conjugate of Ilyj 1 by 7 700, by
conjugating ﬁ[o 1 by the inner automorphism determined by 7., we

obtain an automorphism ﬁ 1.2] of IIy|j1,9), whose associated outomor-

phism we denote by 1 9. Now we claim that the following assertion
holds:

Claim 4.13.B: There exist automorphisms 5[0’1], 5[1’2]
of I (0,11, Ila|p1,2) that lift Bjo 17, B 9, respectively, such
that

(i) the outomorphisms of Il ;1 (C a1, aj1,9)) de-

termined by Bjo.1), Bj1,2) coincide;
(ii) the automorphism of Iy ;) determined by the au-

tomorphism [ 1) preserves the subgroups Ilzo,1),
Loy, Hpy © Hjo3

(iii) ﬁ[g ] = 5 0.1]> and B 1,2] is the post-composite of
ﬁ 2] with an inner automorphism arising from an
element of Iy |p).

Indeed, observe that there exist automorphisms 5[071}, 5[172} le.g., 5[271],
B[Tm]] of a1, a|p,g that lift B 1, B 2, respectively, such that

e the outomorphlsms (E[O 1 )2/1, (5[1,2])2/1 of H2/1 determined by
ﬁ[o 1 ﬁ[l 9) are contained in
Breh(Gl% ! 0,1 Breh(gl,? 1,2
Aut/Bren@s 1 )|(g2[/1])7 Aqt/Brer@z1 )|(g£/1]) (C Out(Ily)),
respectively, and,
e conditions (ii), (iii) of Claim 4.13.B are satisfied

[cf. the discussion of the final portion of Lemma 4.12, (v); Lemma 4.12,
(v), (1); [CmbGC], Proposition 1.5, (i)]. In particular, it follows that,

relative to the specialization outer isomorphisms H 0 = H 1], 11 gl
2/1 2/1 2/1

= Hg[l,Q] that appeared in the discussion following the proof of Claim
2/1
4.13.A, together with the natural inclusion of [CbTpl|, Proposition 2.9,
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(ib),
~ ~ ceh(GlY
(B2 s (Bualen € Aut® Ch(g?/l”(gél/]l) (€ Out(Iy)) .

Moreover, it follows immediately from condition (3) of Lemma 4.12,
(v), applied in the case of S ], together with the definition of fp o,
that the outomorphisms of the configuration space subgroup

<H2 2 Iy, 2 ) (I5(1))2 < CIlh|pg € H2>

associated to the vertex v(1) determined by By 1), Bp,g coincide with
a,. Now let us recall from the above discussion that the composite

H[l] — II; — Out(Hg/l) 5 OUt<Hg£1/]1)

factors through

1
Aut(Gy)) © Out(Ilygy )

Thus, it follows immediately from the displayed exact sequence of The-
orem 4.2, (iii) [cf. also Remark 4.9.1], that — after possibly replacing
B2 by the post-composite of 8j; o) with an inner automorphism arising
from a suitable element of Il,|; [which does not affect the validity of
conditions (ii), (iii) of Claim 4.13.B] — if we write
def Y Y — IrC [1]
0= (Boa)en o By € Aut/® h(g2/1)|<g£1/]1) (S Out(Ily/1))

then it holds that § € Dehn(Gy),).

Next, let us observe that, for a € {0,1}, since E[a,aﬂ] preserves the
II5/1-conjugacy class of cuspidal inertia subgroups associated to the di-
agonal cusp [cf. condition (3) of Lemma 4.12, (v)], it follows from a
similar argument to the argument applied in the proof of [CmbCsp],
Proposition 1.2, (iii), that the outomorphism (84,a+1))2} of 2y in-
duced by Bj4,q+1) on the quotient

1T
P{1,2y/{2}

II o H2/1 — Il - H{Z}

g5)
is compatible, relative to the natural inclusion Iljg 1) < II; = oy,
with the outomorphism |, ., [cf. condition (4) of Lemma 4.12,

(v)]. Since an element of Aut®M9N(G) is completely determined by
its restriction to Aut(Get1)) [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 4.4; [CbTpl],
Remark 4.8.1], we thus conclude that, relative to the natural outer
isomorphisms Iy = II; = Ilg, it holds that

(ﬂ[a,a+1]){2} =aq.
In particular, it follows that the element of Aut/®*9l(G) induced by
0y N Ph,
0 € Aut'B“h(gZ/l)l(gg/]ﬂ on the quotient Hgm — Iy — Iy B

2/1
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19y = Ilg is trivial. On the other hand, let us observe that one
verifies easily from [CprI] Theorem 4.8, (iii), (iv), that this composite

{1 2}/{2}

II o Iy — 1l 9y = IIg determines an isomorphism

Goh
Dehn(gg/]l) — Dehn(G).

Thus, we conclude that 0 is the identity outomorphism of 1ly,. In
particular, condition (i) of Claim 4.13.B is satisfied. This completes
the proof of Claim 4.13.B.

Next, let us fiz an automorphism a; € Aut(Ily) that lifts oy €
AutBrh@l(G) € Out(llg) & Out(Il;) and preserves the subgroup
50,1y € II; [hence also the subgroups I, Iy, g 1) € 1I;], and whose
restriction to Il 1) € II; coincides with the automorphism of ITjg ;) de-
termined by the automorphism g 1) of Is|g,1). [One verifies easily that
such an a; always exists — cf. Lemma 4.12, (v), (4); Claim 4.13.B,
(ii).] Write 52/1 € Out(Ily1) for the outomorph1sm of Iy1 C sl

determined by 5[0 1] [or, equivalently, B n2 — cf. Claim 4.13.B, (i)].
Now we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.13.C: Write p: II; — Out(Ily/;) for the ho-
momorphism determined by the exact sequence 1 —

pg[/l
H2/1 — H2 — H1 — 1. Then

p(al(:?oo)) = 52/1 © p(?oo) o 52_/11 € Out(HQ/l) .

Indeed, let us first observe that it follows from conditions (i) and (iii)
of Claim 4.13.B, together with the definition of B , that there exists
an element e € IIj;) such that

p(Asc) © Bay1 0 p(Aag) © Byt = o) (¥1) -

Next, let us observe that if we write

def ~ ~ ~_
NS a1 ) e €10 (*2),

then it follows immediately from the commensurable terminality of IIjy
in I1; [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)], together with our choices of
ay and 7, — which imply that

Foo) + jg) - 31(Yoo)
Yoo) - al(H[O})l a1 (Yoo)
Yoo o)+ Vo)

&1(:7700) : ’;}70701 : H[l] : ;?oo ' &1(:}700)71 =

= 1y
— that n € IIjy;. Thus, to verify Claim 4.13.C, it suffices to verify that

pe) = p(n).
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To this end, let ¢ € II. Then, by our choice of 7., it follows that
Yoo - € - Yo € Hpy. In particular, since the outomorphism S/, arises

from an automorphism Bl 1) of la|j), which is an automorphism over
the restriction of a; to Iljg;j, it follows immediately that

oy o p(¢) = p(a1(C)) o B2 (3) -

Bagr 0 p(oe - € - Fns) = (@1 (oo - € - 7)) © Bonn (4) -
Thus, if we write
CR ple-Foo - @1(C) - A - €71) 0 By € Out(Tlyp),

O, & p(0 - oo - @1 (C) - At - 171) 0 Bayr € Out(Tlyyn),

then
O, = ple- joo ~ai(()) o /32/13 p(”?;ol) [cf. (%1)]
= ple-Too) 0 Boyr 0 p(¢ ) [ef. (x3)]
= Byr o 9T -7 ct. ()]
= p(a1(Foo - C-AL")) © Bop [cf. (4)]
~ o, cf. (5]

— which thus 1mphes that p(n='-€) commutes Wlth P(Voora1(€)-7). In
particular, since Yoo -1 (Ijo)) Yo" = Yoo o) Voe” = Hpj, by allowing “¢”
to vary among the elements of Iy, it follows that p(n~"'-€) centralizes
p(Ilgy). On the other hand, it follows from [Asd], Theorem 1; [Asd],
the Remark following the proof of Theorem 1, that p is injective. Thus,
since €, ) € IIjy), we conclude that n~'-e € Z(Ilp)) = {1} [cf. [CmbGC],
Remark 1.1.3]. This completes the proof of Claim 4.13.C.

Now let us recall that the outomorphism 351 of Ily/; of Claim 4.13.C

arises from an automorphism Bjg1) of Ia|j,1). Thus, it follows immedi-
ately from Claims 4.13.A, 4.13.C that the outomorphism (5, of I/,
is compatible with the automorphism a; € Aut(Il;) relative to the
homomorphism II; — Out(Ily/;) determined by the exact sequence

1 — Iy, — 1, — i Il — 1. In particular — by considering the

natural isomorphism I, —» (1Y) 0>lét IT; [cf. the discussion entitled
“Topological groups’ in [CbTpl], §0] — we conclude that the outo-
morphism f5; € Out(Ily/) extends to an outomorphism ay of Il,.
On the other hand, it follows immediately from the various defini-
tions involved that p5™"(ay) = «, € Glu(Ily) [cf. condition (3) of
Lemma 4.12, (v)], and that ap € Out™(II5)P [cf. condition (2) of
Lemma 4.12, (v); [CmbCsp], Proposition 1.2, (i)]. This completes the
proof of Lemma 4.13 in the case where G is cyclically primitive, hence
also of Lemma 4.13. U
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Theorem 4.14 (Glueability of combinatorial cuspidalizations).
Let (g,7) be a pair of nonnegative integers such that 2g — 2 +r > 0;
n a positive integer; ¥ a set of prime numbers which is either equal to
the set of all prime numbers or of cardinality one; k an algebraically
closed field of characteristic ¢ ; (Speck)'® the log scheme obtained
by equipping Speck with the log structure determined by the fs chart
N — k that maps 1 — 0; X8 = X|°® g stable log curve of type
(g,7) over (Speck)'s. Write G for the semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-
¥ PSC-type determined by the stable log curve X'°8. For each positive
integer i, write X jog for the i-th log configuration space of the stable
log curve X'°8 [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in “Notations and
Conventions”]; 11; for the mazximal pro-Y. quotient of the kernel of the
natural surjection m (X,°%) — 1 ((Spec k)'°8). Then the following hold:

(i) There exists a natural commutative diagram of profinite
groups

brch

OutFC(IL,. )Pt 2 Glu(IL,.)

! !

brch
Out¥C(IL,)bred 2 Glu(IL,)
[cf. Definition 4.6, (i); Definition 4.9; Lemma 4.10, (i); Defi-

nition 4.11] — where the vertical arrows are injective.

(ii) The closed subgroup Dehn(G) C (Aut(G) C) Out(1ly) [cf. [CbTpI],
Definition 4.4] is contained in the image of the injection
Out™(11,,)Pret — Out"™(I1, )P [ef. the left-hand vertical ar-
rows of the diagrams of (i), for varying nj. Thus, one may
regard Dehn(G) as a closed subgroup of Out™(IL,)P ", i.e.,
Dehn(G) € Out*(I1,,)Pre,

(iii) The homomorphism p2r": Out™C(IL,)>** — Glu(Il,) of (i)
and the inclusion Dehn(G) — Out™(IL,)>™ of (i) fit into
an exact sequence of profinite groups

1 — Dehn(G) —s Out™C(IL,)”" 25 Glu(IL,) — 1.

In particular, the commutative diagram of (i) is cartesian,
and the horizontal arrows of this diagram are surjective.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from Lemma 4.10, (i), together
with the injectivity portion of [NodNon|, Theorem B. Assertion (ii)
follows immediately from Proposition 3.24, (ii); Theorem 4.2, (i).

Finally, we verify assertion (iii). First, we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 4.14.A: Ker(pb™) = Dehn(G) [cf. assertion
(ii)].
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Indeed, it follows immediately from Theorem 4.2, (iii) [cf. also Re-
mark 4.9.1], together with assertion (i), that we have a natural com-
mutative diagram

brch

1 —— Ker(p®) —— Out™(IL,)> 22— Glu(IL,)

n

l l l

brch
1 —— Dehn(G) —— Out™(11,) 22— Glu(ll;) — 1

— where the horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows
are injective. Thus, Claim 4.14.A follows immediately. In particular,
to complete the verification of assertion (iii), it suffices to verify the
surjectivity of pP™". The remainder of the proof of assertion (iii) is
devoted to verifying this surjectivity.

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:
Claim 4.14.B: If n = 2, then p’™" is surjective.

n

We verify Claim 4.14.B by induction on #Node(G). If #Node(G) = 0,
then Claim 4.14.B is immediate. If #Node(G) = 1, then Claim 4.14.B
follows from Lemma 4.13. Now suppose that #Node(G) > 1, and that
the induction hypothesis is in force. Let (ay)vevery(g) € Glu(Ily). Write
((ow)1)vevert(g)y € Glu(Ily) for the element of Glu(Il;) determined by
(Ctw)vevert(g) [i-e., the image of (v )vevert(g) via the right-hand vertical
arrow of the diagram of assertion (i) in the case where n = 1]. Let
e € Node(G). Write H for the unique sub-semi-graph of PSC-type [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 2.2, (i)] of the underlying semi-graph of G whose set

of vertices is V(e). Then one verifies easily that S o Node(Glm) \ {e}
[cf. [CbTpl], Definition 2.2, (ii)] is not of separating type [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 2.5, (i)] as a subset of Node(G|g). Thus, since (Glg).s [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 2.5, (ii)] has precisely one node, and (v, )vey(e) may
be regarded as an element of Glu((Ily s)2) — where we use the notation
(Ig.s)2 to denote a configuration space subgroup of Il associated to
(H, S) [cf. Definition 4.3], to which the notation “Glu(—)” is applied
in the evident sense — it follows from Lemma 4.13 that there exists an
outomorphism Sy g of (Ilg,g)2 C Iy that lifts (ow)vev(e) € Glu((Il,s)2).

Next, let us observe that it follows immediately from the various
definitions involved that

7 E (Bas, (00)ugu(e) € Out((Igs)z) x [ Out((IL)2)
vgV(e)

may be regarded as an element of the “Glu(Ily)” that occurs in the case
where we take the stable log curve “X'°8” to be a stable log curve over
(Spec k)& obtained by deforming the node corresponding to e. Thus,
since the number of nodes of such a stable log curve is = #Node(G) —
1 < #Node(G), by applying the induction hypothesis, we conclude
that the above 7 arises from an outomorphism a., € Out™(IT,)>r<".
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On the other hand, it follows immediately from the various definitions
involved that the image of v, via p5™® coincides with (@t )vevert(g)- This
completes the proof of Claim 4.14.B.

Finally, we verify the surjectivity of p>® [for arbitrary n] by in-
duction on n. If n < 2, then the surjectivity of pb*! follows from
Theorem 4.2, (iii) [cf. also Remark 4.9.1], Claim 4.14.B. Now sup-
pose that n > 3, and that the induction hypothesis is in force. Let
(aw)vevert(g) € Glu(Il,,). First, let us observe that it follows from the in-
duction hypothesis that there exists an element o, 1 € OutFC(Hn,l)b“h
such that pP*(a,,_1) coincides with the element of Glu(Il,_;) deter-
mined by (o )vevertg) € Glu(Il,) [cf. assertion (i)]. Let aj,_; be an
automorphism of I,,_; that lifts c,_;. Write c,_1/,—2 for the outomor-
phism of II,,_; ,,_» determined by a,,_; and a,,_o for the automorphism
of I1,,_o determined by a,,_1.

Next, let us observe that one verifies easily from the various defi-
nitions involved that II,,,_o C II,, may be regarded as the “II,” as-
sociated to some stable log curve “X'°8” over (Speck)°s. Moreover,
this stable log curve may be taken to be a geometric fiber of the sort
discussed in Definition 3.1, (iii), in the case of the projection p:fi/n—w
relative to a point “z € X, (k)” that maps to the interior of the same
irreducible component of X'°8 relative to the n projections to X'°¢. In
particular, by fixing such a stable log curve, together with a suitable
choice of lifting &, [cf. Theorem 4.7], it makes sense to speak of
Glu(Il,, /;,—2). Moreover, it follows immediately from our choice of “z”
that every configuration space subgroup that appears in the definition

[cf. Definition 4.9, (ii)] of Glu(IL,/,_2) either

e occurs as the intersection with II,/,_o of some configuration
space subgroup that appears in the definition [cf. Definition 4.9,
(iii)] of Glu(IL,) or

e projects isomorphically, via the projection II,, — II; to the
factors labeled n and n — 1, to a configuration space subgroup
of Iy, i.e., a configuration space subgroup that appears in the
definition [cf. Definition 4.9, (ii)] of Glu(Ily).

In particular, every tripod that appears in the definition [cf. Defini-
tion 4.9, (ii)] of Glu(Il,,—2) occurs as a tripod of a configuration space
subgroup that appears either in the definition [cf. Definition 4.9, (iii)]
of Glu(Il,) or in the definition [cf. Definition 4.9, (ii)] of Glu(Ily).
Moreover, it follows from Theorem 4.7; Lemma 3.2, (iv); Lemma 4.8,
(i), that the various a,’s preserve the conjugacy classes of these config-
uration space subgroups and tripods — as well as each conjugacy class
of cuspidal inertia subgroups of each of these tripods! — that appear
in the definition [cf. Definition 4.9, (ii)] of Glu(IL,/,—2). Thus, we con-
clude from Theorem 3.18, (ii), together with Definition 4.9, (iii), in the
case of Glu(Il,), and Definition 4.9, (ii), in the case of Glu(Ily), that
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(aty)vevert(g) determines an element € Glu(Il,/,—2), hence, by Claim
4.14.B, an element

Qp fp—2 S OUtFC (Hn/n—2)

that lifts the element o,_1/,—2 € Out(IL,_;/n—2).
Now we claim that the following assertion holds:
Claim 4.14.C: This outomorphism o, /,—o of I, /,_5 is
compatible with the automorphism «,,_s of II,,_5 rel-
ative to the homomorphism II,_» — Out(IL,,,_5) in-
duced by the natural exact sequence of profinite groups
11
1 — 1L, o, — 11, pTﬂ?Q I, — 1.
Indeed, this follows immediately from the corresponding fact for o, —1/n—2
[which follows from the existence of &, 1], together with the injectivity
of the natural homomorphism OutFC(Hn/n,g) — OutFC(Hn,l/n,g) [cf.
[NodNon], Theorem B|. This completes the proof of Claim 4.14.C.
Thus, by applying Claim 4.14.C and the natural isomorphism II,, —

out
o x 1L, [cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in

[CbTpI], §0], we obtain an outomorphism «,, of II,, that lifts the outo-
morphism «,,_1 of I,,_;. Thus, it follows immediately from Lemma 4.10,
(i), that p2"(cv,) = (@ )vevert(g)- This completes the proof of the sur-

n

jectivity of pP® hence also of assertion (iii). O

Remark 4.14.1. In the notation of Theorem 4.14, observe that the
data of collections of smooth log curves that [by gluing at prescribed
cusps| give rise to a stable log curve whose associated semi-graph of
anabelioids [of pro-X PSC-type| is isomorphic to G form a smooth,
connected moduli stack. In particular, by considering a suitable path
in the étale fundamental groupoid of this moduli stack, one verifies
immediately that one may reduce the verification of an “somorphism
version” — i.e., concerning PFC-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Definition
1.4, (iii)] outer isomorphisms between the pro-3 fundamental groups
of the configuration spaces associated to two a priori distinct stable
log curves “X'°8” and “Y'°8” — of Theorem 4.14 to the “automor-
phism version” given in Theorem 4.14 [cf. [CmbCsp], Remark 4.1.4].
A similar statement may be made concerning Theorem 4.7. We leave
the routine details to the interested reader. In the present monograph,
we restricted our attention to the “automorphism versions” of these
results in order to simplify the [already somewhat complicated!] nota-
tion.

Remark 4.14.2. One may regard [CmbCsp|, Corollary 3.3, as a special
case of the surjectivity of p>™® discussed in Theorem 4.14, i.e., the case
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in which X'# is obtained by gluing a tripod to a smooth log curve
along a cusp of the smooth log curve.

Corollary 4.15 (Surjectivity result). In the notation of Theorem 3.10,
suppose thatn > 3. If r = 0, then we suppose further that n > 4. Then
the tripod homomorphism

Ttpa : OutF(Hn) — OutC<Htpd)A+
[cf. Definition 3.19] is surjective.

Proof. Let o € Out®(IT*4)A+, First, let us observe that — by consid-
ering a suitable stable log curve of type (g,r) over (Spec k)8 and ap-
plying a suitable specialization isomorphism [cf. Proposition 3.24, (i);
the discussion preceding [CmbCsp]|, Definition 2.1, as well as [CbTpI],
Remark 5.6.1] — to verify Corollary 4.15, we may assume without
loss of generality that G is totally degenerate [cf. [CbTpl], Definition
2.3, (iv)], i.e., that every vertex of G is a tripod of X% [cf. Defini-
tion 3.1, (v)]. Then since a € Out®(I**)A+ it follows immediately
from [CmbCsp]|, Corollary 4.2, (i), (ii) [cf. also [CmbCsp], Definition
1.11, (i)], that there exists an element a,, € Out"“(I1**?) — where we
write TP for the “II,,” that occurs in the case where we take “X!°8”
to be a tripod — such that o arises as the image of «,, via the nat-
ural injection Out"(ITt4) — Out™(I1**?) of [NodNon|, Theorem B.
Thus, it follows immediately from Theorem 4.14, (iii), that there ex-
ists an element § € Out™(II,,)P*® that lifts — relative to pP*® — the
element of Glu(1l,,) [cf. Theorems 3.16, (v); 3.18, (ii)] determined by
a, € Out"(I1tP4). [Here, recall that we have assumed that G is totally
degenerate.] Finally, it follows from Theorems 3.16, (v); 3.18, (ii), that
Twa(B) = «a, i.e., that « is contained in the image of Tjppa. This
completes the proof of Corollary 4.15. U

Corollary 4.16 (Absolute anabelian cuspidalization for stable
log curves over finite fields). Let p, lx, ly be prime numbers such
that p & {lx,ly'}; (9x,7x), (9v,ry) pairs of nonnegative integers such
that 2gx —2+rx, 29y —2+ry > 0; kx, ky finite fields of characteristic
p; kx, ky algebraic closures of kx, ky; (Spec kx)'°8, (Spec ky)'°¢ the log
schemes obtained by equipping Spec kx, Spec ky with the log structures
determined by the fs charts N = kx, N — ky that map 1 — 0; X8,
Y'e stable log curves of type (gx,7rx), (gy,ry) over (Specky)©s,
(Spec ky )8

G® = i ((Spec kix )" %) — Gi, = Gal(kx /kx) .

def

G}COE, def m1((Spec ky)'8) — G, = Gal(ky /ky)
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the natural surjections [well-defined up to composition with an inner

automorphism/; sx: G, — G}f}f, sy: Gr, — G}ff sections of the
above natural surjections ij — Gy, G},ff — Gy, . For each positive
integer n, write X'°¢ Y18 for the n-th log configuration spaces /cf.
the discussion entitled “Curves” in “Notations and Conventions”] of
Xlog yloe. X[ YTI. for the mazimal pro-lx, pro-ly quotients of the
. . o lo o lo
kernels of the natural surjections m(X)°8) — G5, m(Y,°8) — G2,
Then the sections sx, sy determine outer actions of Gy, , Gk, on AL,
1,,. Thus, we obtain profinite groups

out v out

X
Hn Dl sy ka

Hn A Sx kaa

[ef. [MzTal], Proposition 2.2, (ii); the discussion entitled “Topological
groups” in [CbTpl], §0]. Let
out ~ out
Qa XH1 N sy ka — YH1 A sy ka
be an isomorphism of profinite groups. Then lx = ly; there exists a
unique collection of isomorphisms of profinite groups

out

X out ~ y
{an. I, s, Gp, — "I, x4, ka} -
n>

out
— well-defined up to composition with an inner automorphism of YII,, X 4,

Gy by an element of the intersection Y=, C Y11, of the fiber subgroups
of Y1, of co-length 1 [cf. [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (iii)] — such that
each diagram

out out
X Antl, v
M1 Xy Gry —5 T4y X, Giy

| |

out am out

X Y
I, X, Gy —2 YII, %, Gy

— where the vertical arrows are the surjections induced by the pro-
jections Xiffl — Xlog Yé‘fl — Y18 obtained by forgetting the factors
labeled 7, for some j € {1,--+ ,n+1} — commutes, up to composition
with a Y=,-inner automorphism.

Proof. First, let us observe that it follows from Corollary 4.18, (ii),

below that Ix = ly. Write { df lx = ly. Moreover, it follows from

Corollary 4.18, (viii), below [i.e., in the case where condition (viii-1)
out
is satisfied] that oy maps *1; C XTI} x4, Gy, bijectively onto *TI; C
ut
11, % sy Gky. In particular, o; induces isomorphisms of profinite

groups
Ozll_[: XH1 L} YH1, Qp: GkX L) ka.

For O € {X,Y}, write Go for the semi-graph of anabelioids of pro-

PSC-type determined by [1°8; TIg_ for the [pro-l] fundamental group
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of Gp; G,(f; C Gy, for the maximal pro-l closed subgroup of Gj;
G,(Cél) for the maximal pro-prime-to-l closed subgroup of Gj,. Thus,
we have a natural 7 ([(11°8)-orbit, i.e., relative to composition with au-
tomorphisms induced by conjugation by elements of m([1'°%), of iso-
morphisms “II; = IIg_; fix an isomorphism “II; = Tlg, that belongs
to the collection of isomorphisms that constitutes this irl(Dlog)—orbit of

isomorphisms. Moreover, since Gy, is isomorphic to Z as an abstract
profinite group, we have a natural decomposition

GY x G 5 Gy

Thus, the isomorphism « naturally decomposes into a pair of isomor-
phisms
o): GO 5 G| o, G =, G

kx

Next, let us observe that since PII; is topologically finitely generated
[cf. [MzTa], Proposition 2.2, (ii)] and pro-l, one verifies easily that [by
replacing G, by a suitable open subgroup and applying the injectivity
portion of [NodNon], Theorem B, together with [CmbGC], Corollary
2.7, (i)] we may assume without loss of generality that the outer action
of Gy on PII; — hence [cf. the injectivity portion of [NodNon], Theo-
rem B] also on "I, for each positive integer n — factors through the
quotient Gy G,(Cg X G,(Zél) —» Gg;.

Next, let us recall the following well-known Facts:

(1) Some positive tensor power of the l-adic cyclotomic character
of Gy, factors through the outer action of Gy, on “II; [cf.
Corollary 4.18, (vii), below].

(2) The restriction to G}j& C Gy, of any positive tensor power of
the l-adic cyclotomic character of Gy is injective.

Thus, it follows from Facts (1), (2), that

(3) the resulting outer action of G,(f‘; on PII; — hence also on "II,
for each positive integer n — is injective.

In particular, it follows immediately from the slimness of PII, [cf.
[MzTa|, Proposition 2.2, (ii)] that the composite

0 O out
out ( Hn) — Hn A sg Gk[] —» Gkg

DHn X SDGkD

determines an isomorphism

o (UL,) =5 G

DHn X s GkD
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Thus, if we identify ZDH o (F11,) with G,fml by means of this iso-

n X sqGkn
morphism, then we obtain a natural isomorphism

(Or, % 62) % G 01, 5 G

Next, let us observe that the followmg assertion holds:

Claim 4.16.A: There exists a positive power ¢ of p such

that log,(¢) is divisible by log,(#kx), log,(#ky), and,

moreover,

oy (Frg)icy) = (Fr)y)

— where we write (Fr,)i, € Giy, (Fry)r, € Gy, for

the g-power Frobenius elements of Gy, G, ; (Frq)(l) €

G,(Cl))(, (Fry) kl € G . for the respective images of (Fr, ), €

Gy (Frg)y € G,W in Gy, Gy
Indeed, this follows immediately from Corollary 4.18, (vii), below, to-
gether with Fact (2).

Write Hy, C Gy, Hy, € Gy, for the open subgroups of Gi,, Gy,
topologically generated by (Fr,)r, € Giy, (Fry)e, € Gy [cf. Claim
4.16.A]; Uy, C Gy, for the open subgroup of Gy, topologically gener-
ated by ap((Fry)iy) € Gy H,gl; - G,(f))( for the image of Hy, C Gy, in
G’,(f))(; H,gl), U(l) G(l) for the images of Hy, , Uy, C G, in G(ll. Then
it follows from Claim 4.16.A that we have an equality H, « ) =U ,§Q and,
moreover, that the 1somorph1sm Hy, = Uy, induced by ao induces an
isomorphism H — Uy, 0 = H, (l) . In particular, one verifies easily that

there exists an 1somorph1sm of proﬁmte groups ol : Hy, — Hy, that
(a) maps (Fry)ry € Gry to (Fry)k, € Gy,
which thus implies that

(b) the isomorphism H, (l) = H,) O induced by all coincides with
the above 1somorphlsm Hy . QA Uy, W — go ry induced by ap.

Moreover, it follows immediately from (b), together with the existence
of the natural isomorphisms

out out
(XH G(l)> x GPY 5 XL, My Gy,

ut ut
(", % G ) x GED 5L S, Gy

[cf. the discussion preceding Claim 4.16.A], that there exists an iso-

morphism
ut

Hyo =5 Y11 %, Hy,

out

Xj
.H1><] v

such that
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¢) the isomorphism “ap” of Hj, with Hj, that occurs in the
p X Y
case where we take the “a;” to be aff coincides with off [i.e.,

roughly speaking, ol lies over aff], and, moreover,

(d) the isomorphism “a!” of XII; with YII; that occurs in the case
where we take the “a;” to be ail coincides with [the originall
ol [i.e., roughly speaking, ol restricts to il on TI,].
In particular, we conclude, again by the existence of the natural iso-
morphisms

out

out ~
(XHVL Nsx G/(Cl))(> X Gl(:f(l) — XH" Xsx kav

(YHTL O;:]tSy Gl(clx)f> % Gl(:il) — YH” O;:]tSY ka

together with the injectivity portion of [NodNon|, Theorem B, and
[CmbGC], Corollary 2.7, (i), that, to verify Corollary 4.16 — by re-
placing Gy, Gi,, a1 by Hy,, Hy,, aif — we may assume without
loss of generality that #kx = #ky, and that ay maps the #kx-power
Frobenius element of Gy, to the #ky-power Frobenius element of Gj,, .
We may also assume without loss of generality — by replacing Gy,
where O € {X, Y}, by a suitable open subgroup of Gy, if necessary —
that the following condition holds:

(e) for O € {X,Y}, Gy, acts trivially on the underlying semi-
graph of Gn.

Next, let us observe that the uniqueness portion of Corollary 4.16
follows immediately from the injectivity portion of [NodNon|, Theorem
B, and [CmbGC], Corollary 2.7, (i). Thus, it remains to verify the
existence of a collection of a,,’s as in the statement of Corollary 4.16.
To this end, for each positive integer i, 0 € {X, Y}, and v € Vert(Gn),
write (DHv)i C MII; for the configuration space subgroup of “II; as-
sociated to v € Vert(Gn) [well-defined up to "II;-conjugation — cf.
Definition 4.3].

Next, let us observe that

(f) the isomorphism Ilg, — Ilg, determined by oi! and the fixed
isomorphisms I, = Ilg,, YII; = Ilg, is graphic [cf. Corol-
lary 4.18, (iii), (iv), below].

Write aVert: Vert(Gx) — Vert(Gy) for the bijection determined by
the graphic isomorphism Ilg, — Tlg, of (f). Thus, for each v €
Vert(Gx ), the isomorphism Ilg, — Ilg, of (f) determines an outer iso-
morphism £, : (¥II,); = (*Hyverr()1 [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii); [CbTpl], Lemma 2.12, (i), (ii), (iii)], which is compatible with
the respective natural outer actions of Gy, Gk, [cf. (e)]. In par-
ticular, by applying [Wkb], Theorem C, to this outer isomorphism
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~

By (*IL,)1 = (Yavere(y))1, we obtain [cf. [CmbGC], Corollary 2.7,
(i)] a PFC-admissible [cf. [CbTpl], Definition 1.4, (iii)] outomorphism
Bon: (ML) = (Ylavere(y))n, Which is compatible with the respective
natural outer actions of Gy, G, [cf. (e)]. Moreover, since the (,’s
arise from a single isomorphism Ilg, — Ilg, , one verifies immediately
from [CbTpl], Corollary 3.9, (ii), (v), and the injectivity discussed in
[Hsh], Remark 6, (iv) [i.e., applied to the difference between the vari-
ous outer isomorphisms, determined by £, ,,, between tripods of (*1L,)
and tripods of (Y I,vere(y))n], that the collection (Byn)vevert(gy) 1S con-
tained in the set which corresponds — in the “isomorphism version”
of Theorem 4.14 discussed in Remark 4.14.1 — to the set “Glu(Il,,)”
in the statement of Theorem 4.14. In particular, it follows from the
“isomorphism wversion” of Theorem 4.14, (i), (iii), discussed in Re-
mark 4.14.1 that the outer isomorphism determined by the isomor-
phism af': MI; = YII; and the collection (8,,)vevert(g) uniquely deter-
mine a PFC-admissible outer isomorphism 3, : *II,, = YII,, which —
by the injectivity portion of [NodNon], Theorem B — is compatible with
the respective outer actions of Gy, Gy, . Finally, one verifies immedi-
ately that one may construct a collection of «,,’s as in the statement
of Corollary 4.16 from the collection of the (,’s. This completes the
proof of the ezistence of av,’s, hence also of Corollary 4.16. O

Remark 4.16.1. Corollary 4.16 may be regarded as a generalization
of [AbsCsp], Theorem 3.1; [Hsh], Theorem 0.1; [Wkb], Theorem C.

Corollary 4.17 (Commensurator of the image of the absolute
Galois group of a finite field in the totally degenerate case).
Let n be a positive integer; p, | two distinct prime numbers; (g,7) a
pair of nonnegative integers # (0,3) such that 2g—2+r > 0; k a finite
field of characteristic p; k an algebraic closure of k; (Spec k)8 the log
scheme obtained by equipping Spec k with the log structure determined
by the fs chart N = k that maps 1 — 0; X'°¢ q stable log curve of
type (g,7) over (Speck)®. Write G for the semi-graph of anabelioids
of pro-l PSC-type associated to the stable log curve X'°¢; G for the
underlying semi-graph of G; g for the [pro-l] fundamental group of G;

G & 7 ((Spec k)8) — G & Gal(k/k)
for the natural surjection [well-defined up to composition with an inner
automorphism/. For each positive integer i, write X;Og for the i-th log
configuration space [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in “No-
tations and Conventions”] of X'¢; 1I; for the maximal pro-l quotient
of the kernel of the natural surjection m (X,°%) — G\%. Thus, we
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have a natural 7, (X'°8)-orbit, i.e., relative to composition with auto-
morphisms induced by conjugation by elements of w1 (X'8), of isomor-
phisms I} = Ilg and a natural outer action

pX}og: G}:g — OutFC(Hl)

[cf.  the notation of [CmbCsp|, Definition 1.1, (ii)]. Fiz an outer
isomorphism 11, = Ilg whose constituent isomorphisms belong to the
above 7 (X'8)-orbit of isomorphisms. Let H C leog be a closed sub-
group of GiY® whose image in Gy is open. Write Iy C H for the kernel
of the composite H — G*® — Gy.. We shall say that H is of I-Dehn
type if the maximal pro-l quotient of Iy is nontrivial. Suppose that
the stable log curve X'°% is totally degenerate [i.e., that the com-
plement in X of the nodes and cusps is a disjoint union of tripods/.

Then the following hold:

(i) The image pXiog(]H) C Out(Il;) is contained in Dehn(G) C
Out(Tlg) < Out(Ily) [cf. the notation of [CbTpl], Definition
4.4]. Moreover, the image pXiog(]H) is nontrivial if and only
if H is of I-Dehn type. Write

150 & (pxos (1) ©2, Qi) N Dehn(G) C Dehn(G)
[considered in Dehn(G) ®z, Q@ — c¢f. [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8,
(iv)].

(ii) For any positive integer m < n, the natural injection Out™°(IL,,)

— Out"(I1,,) of [NodNon], Theorem B, induces isomor-
phisms
ZoutFC(nn)(PX}yg(H)) — ZoutFC(Hm)(PX;gg(H)) )
Zgﬁth(nn)@X;og (H)) — Zgﬁth(nm) (pxigg(H))
[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in “Notations
and Conventions”],

NoutFC(nn)(PX;gg(H)) — NoutFC(nm)(PX;gg(H)) ;
Couwre ) (Pxios(H)) — Coyroq,,) (pxies (H)) -

(iii) Relative to the natural inclusion Aut(G) (C Out(Ilg) < Out(Il;)),
the following equality holds:

COutFC(Hl)(pXiog (H)) - CAut(g) (IOXiOg (H>> .

In particular, we have natural homomorphisms of profinite groups

COutFC(nn)(PXg’g(H)) - COutFC(Hl)(pxiog(H)) — Aut(G),

CoutFC(nn)(PX}fg(H)) = CoutFC(Hl)(PX;og(H)) - Zy
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[ef. the notation of [CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii)] — where the
first arrow in each line is the isomorphism of (ii). By abuse
of notation [i.e., since pyis(H) is not necessarily contained in
AutlEPh(G) — c¢f. the notation of [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i);
Remark 4.1.2 of the present monograph/, write

ZAut‘nghl(g) (lOX}LOg (H>> C ZOutFC ( Xlog(H)) )
Xjﬁt\grplﬂ(g) <pX}zog (H)) g ZggtFC(Hn (leo (H)) 5
NAut\grPhl(g)<PX;°g(H)) C Nowreqr,) (leog(H)) ’

CAut\grphl(g)@X}fg(H)) C CoutFC(Hn)(PX};)g(H))
for the kernels of the restrictions of the composite homomor-
phism of the first line of the second display [of the present (iii)]
to

Zowre ) (pxtos (), Zgswe i, (pxios(H)) |

NOutFC(Hn)(pX}LOg (H)), COutFC(Hn) (PX}LDg(H)) )
respectively.

Suppose that H is not of I-Dehn type. Then we have equal-
ities
Z  ygleroh] ) (PX;Og (H)) = Z}fﬁt\grph\ <) (Px;og (H))
= Nputlerenl (g) (PX;fg (H))
= Cpytlemwnl (g) (p Xlog (H))

[cf. the notation of (iii)]. Moreover, each of the four groups
appearing in these equalities is, in fact, independent of n [cf.
(i1)].

Suppose that H is of I-Dehn type. Then the composite ho-
momorphism of the first line of the second display of (iii) de-
termines an injection of profinite groups

Z1 uth( n)(pXiLog(H)) — AU_t(G) .

Write kjgepn (€ k) for the [finite] subfield of k consisting of the
invariants of k with respect to [the natural action on k of] the
kernel of the natural action of H on G. Then the composite
homomorphism of the second line of the second display of (i)
determines natural exact sequences of profinite groups

N(p)

1 — [ — NAut|grph\(g) (pX’Log (H)) — Z? 5

C(p)

1 — I — OAut\grpM(g) (’OXLOg (H)) — Z;(

[cf. the notation of (i), (iii)] — where pyios(I5r), hence also

def
(pxie(In) ©) 1y % Nyyyiwoni @) (pis(H)) 0 Dehn(G)
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fef. (i), (i), (iii)], is an open subgroup of IS : the image
of the third arrow in each line contains #k g1 € Z; and does
not depend on the choice of n. In particular, these images are
open; if, moreover, #kpy € Z; topologically generates
7y, then the third arrows in each line are surjective.
The closed subgroup pyios(H) C Coyereq,,)(pxios(H)), hence
C_LZSO NoutFC(nn)(PX;og(H» (S CoutFC(nn)(PX;og(H)))’ is open
in Couwrer,) (P xlos (H)).
Consider the following conditions [cf. Remark 4.17.1 below]:
(1) Write Aut(gpeckyos(X'°8) for the group of automorphisms
of X' over (Speck)°®. Then the natural homomorphism

Autspec pyos (X'8) — Aut(G)
15 surjective.
(2) #karpn € Z; topologically generates Z; .
If condition (1) is satisfied, and H is of I-Dehn type, then

we have an equality

ZOutFC(Hn)(px,lfg(H)) = Zgﬁth(nn)(/)X;Og(H» )

and, moreover, the composite homomorphism of the first line
of the second display of (iii) determines an isomorphism

lOOlCItFC(Hn)(pXLog (H)) L> Aut(G) .

If conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied, then the composite ho-
momorphisms of the two lines of the second display of (iii)
determine natural exact sequences of profinite groups

1 — I — Noyreq, (pxios (H)) — Aut(G) x Zf — 1,

(p)

1 — I — Coureq,) (pyios(H)) — Aut(G) x Z; — 1.

Proof. Assertion (i) follows immediately from the various definitions

involved, together with [CbTpl], Lemma 5.4, (ii); [CbTpl], Proposi-
tion 5.6, (ii). Assertion (ii) follows immediately from Corollary 4.16,
together with the slimness of I1; for each positive integer ¢ [cf. [MzTal,

Proposition 2.2, (ii)] and the openness of the image of H in Gj. As-
sertion (iii) follows immediately from [CmbGC]|, Corollary 2.7, (ii) [cf.
also the proof of [CmbGC], Proposition 2.4, (v)], together with the
openness of the image of H in Gy.

For O € {Z, Z°°,N,C} and v € Vert(G), write

9% Do (g ) € Oty Ot

def

Oigrpn) = 0N AutlE(G) C Out(Tlg)
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[cf. the notation of [CbTpl], Definition 2.6, (i); Remark 4.1.2 of the
present monographl;

pr,: Aut'grpm(g) — Aut'grph‘(g|v)

for the homomorphism determined by restriction to G|, [cf. [CbTpl],
Definition 2.14, (ii); [CbTpl], Remark 2.5.1, (ii)];

0, C Aut#PM(g],)

for the image of Ojgpn € Aut®P*(G) via pr,. Then we claim that the
following assertion holds:

Claim 4.17.A: Let v € Vert(G). Then
Cy NKer(xg,) = {1}

[cf. the notation of [CbTpl|, Definition 3.8, (ii)].

Indeed, let us first observe that since “II; is topologically finitely gen-
erated [cf. [MzTa|, Proposition 2.2, (ii)] and pro-l, one verifies easily
that the image of the outer action p xlos admits a pro-l open subgroup.
Thus, since the image of H in Gy, is open, it follows immediately from
Corollary 4.18, (vii), below that C,, C Aut/®P"(G|,) is contained in the
local centralizer [cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups”’ in “No-
tations and Conventions”] of the natural image of Gy in Aut/#™"(gG|,)
[cf. the fact that G|, is of type (0,3)]. Thus, Claim 4.17.A follows im-
mediately from the injectivity discussed in [Hsh|, Remark 6, (iv). This
completes the proof of Claim 4.17.A.
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.17.B: Let v € Vert(G). Then
Clarpn) N Ker(pr,) = Clgpn) N Ker(xg) = Clgrpn| N Dehn(G) ;
Z\grph| N Ker(prv) = Z|l,;;)rcph| n Ker<prv) = {1} :
In particular, we obtain natural isomorphisms

loc

Z|grph\ — Zy ) Z|grph

| 2
and a natural exact sequence of profinite groups
1 — Clarpn| N Dehn(G) — Clapn| ~—= Z; .

Indeed, let us first observe that the equalities of the first line of the
first display of Claim 4.17.B follow immediately from Claim 4.17.A,
together with [CbTpl], Corollary 3.9, (iv). Moreover, since the image
of H in G}, is open, the equalities of the second line of the first display
of Claim 4.17.B follow immediately from [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (iv),
(v), together with the equalities of the first line of the first display of
Claim 4.17.B. This completes the proof of Claim 4.17.B.

Next, we verify assertion (iv). Let us first observe that it follows
from assertion (ii) that it suffices to verify assertion (iv) in the case
where n = 1. Next, let us observe that it follows from Lemma 3.9,
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(ii), that Clgpn € Nowreqr,)(£'), which thus implies that we have a
natural action [by conjugation] of Clgpn on Z'¢, hence also on Z‘lgfpm,
as well as a natural [triviall] action of Clgpy on Aut(G). Moreover, by

considering the inclusion
loc ~ loc *
(C\grphl 2) Z|grph\ - Zv — Zl

induced by xg|, [cf. Claims 4.17.A, 4.17.B], we conclude that the ho-
momorphisms of the two lines of the second display of assertion (iii)
determine a natural [Clgpn-equivariant!] injection

7'°¢ — Aut(G) x Z; .

Thus, since Z; is abelian, it follows that Clgpn acts trivially on Zloe,
Le., that Cigpn € ZOuth(Hl)(Zloc). On the other hand, since H is not
of 1-Dehn type, one verifies easily from assertion (i) that pXiog(H ) is

abelian, hence that pXiog(H ) C Z C Z'°°. Thus, we conclude that

C‘grph| g ZOutFC(Hl) (Zloc) M Autlgrph‘ (Igr)h|
ZOHtFC(Hl)(pXiOg(H)) m AU_tgp (g)
= ZNAWEPN(G) = Zy -

This completes the proof of assertion (iv).

Next, we verify assertion (v). First, let us observe that it follows
from assertion (ii) that, to verify assertion (v), it suffices to verify that
Zloe = {1}, hence, by Claim 4.17.B, that xg(Z[° ) = {1}. On the

lgrph] |grph|
other hand, since H is of [-Dehn type, by considering the conjugation

action of Z‘lgfpm on pyoz(Lp) [which is nontrivial by assertion (i)], we
1

conclude from [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (iv), (v), that xg(Z[°¢, )= {1},

|grph]

N

as desired. This completes the proof of assertion (v).
Next, we verify assertion (vi). First, we observe that it follows from

assertions (ii), (iii) that the definition of ]g(p ) is indeed independent
of n [as the notation suggests!|. Next, we claim that the following
assertion holds:

Claim 4.17.C:
pxes (1) € Nigrppy 1 Dehn(G) = 7" C Clgppy N Dehn(G) = I

Indeed, the final equality follows immediately from an elementary com-
putation [in which we apply [CbTpl], Theorem 4.8, (iv), (v)], together
with assertion (i); the remainder of Claim 4.17.C follows immediately
from the various definitions involved, together with assertion (i). This
completes the proof of Claim 4.17.C. Now it follows immediately from
Claims 4.17.B, 4.17.C, together with assertion (ii), that the composite
homomorphism of the second line of the second display of (iii) deter-

mines the two displayed exact sequences of assertion (vi), and that

(p) (p) .

pXiog([ 1), hence also Ig , is an open subgroup of ]g Moreover,
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since [it is immediate that] the image, via pxloz, of the kernel of the
natural action of H on G is contained in Nigpp|, the image of the third
arrow in each line of the displayed sequences of assertion (vi) contains
#kjgpn) € Z;. Finally, it follows from assertion (ii) that the image
of the third arrow in each line of the displayed sequences of assertion
(vi) does not depend on the choice of n. This completes the proof of
assertion (vi).

Assertion (vii) follows immediately from assertions (iii) and (vi),
together with the finiteness of Aut(G). Assertion (viii) follows im-
mediately from assertions (v) and (vi). This completes the proof of
Corollary 4.17. O

Remark 4.17.1.

(i) One verifies easily that condition (1) of Corollary 4.17, (viii),
holds if, for instance, k = kjgpn|, and, moreover, the lengths [cf.
[CbTpl], Definition 5.3, (ii)] of the various nodes of X'°® [whose
base-change from k to k may be thought of as the special fiber
stable log curve of [CbTpl], Definition 5.3] coincide.

(ii) In a similar vein, one verifies easily that condition (2) of Corol-
lary 4.17, (viii), holds if, for instance, Kjgpn = F,, and, more-
over, p remains prime in the cyclotomic extension Q(e2/!)

where i = \/—1, and we assume that [ is odd.

)

Remark 4.17.2. The computation, in the case where n = 1, of the cen-
tralizer (respectively, normalizer and commensurator) in Corollary 4.17,
(viii), may be thought of as a sort of relative geometrically pro-I
(respectively, [semi-] absolute geometrically pro-l) version of the
Grothendieck Conjecture for totally degenerate stable log curves
over finite fields. In fact, the proofs of these computations of Corol-
lary 4.17, (viii), in the case where n = 1, only involve the theory of
[CmbGC] and [CbTpI]. On the other hand, these computations of
Corollary 4.17, (viii), can only be performed under certain relatively
restrictive conditions [cf. Remark 4.17.1]. It is precisely for this reason
that Corollary 4.17, (ii), which may be thought of as an application
of the theory of the present monograph, is of interest in the context of
these computations of Corollary 4.17, (viii).

Corollary 4.18 (Compatibility with geometric subgroups). Let
p, lx, ly be prime numbers such that p & {lx,ly}; (9x,7x), (gv,7y)
pairs of nonnegative integers such that 2gx —2+1rx, 29y —2+1y > 0;
kx, ky finite fields of characteristic p; kx, ky algebraic closures of
kx, ky; (Speckx)°8, (Spec ky )¢ the log schemes obtained by equipping
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Spec kx, Specky with the log structures determined by the fs charts
N — kx, N — ky that map 1 — 0; X'°8, Y& stable log curves of
type (gx,7x), (9v,ry) over (Speckx)'°, (Specky)'8;

G mi((Speckx)®) — Giy = Gal(ky /kx) .

G}cof 1 ((Spec ky )'%8) — G, & Gal(ky /ky)

the natural surjections [well-defined up to composition with an inner
automorphism/; X H C G}:}f, YH C G}:f closed subgroups of G}fﬁ, G}:Yg;
XTI CXH,YI CYH the kernels of the composites ~ H — Gf)f — Gy,
YH — G},ff — Gy ; M1, YII the mazimal pro-lx, pro-ly quotients of
the kernels of the natural surjections w1 (X°8) — G}fj, m(Yle) — G}ff;
Gx, Gy the semi-graphs of anabelioids of pro-l PSC-type determined by
Xl ylos: TI; . Tlg, the [pro-l] fundamental groups of Gx, Gy [so we
have natural w(X°8)-, m (Y1°8)-orbits — i.e., relative to composition
with automorphisms induced by conjugation by elements of mi(X'°8),
71 (Y'8) — of isomorphisms X1 = Ig,, YII = Ilg, /. Then the natural
outer actions of G}ff, G}ff on X1, YII determine outer actions of X1 C
XH,YI CYH on ™I, YII. Thus, we obtain profinite groups

out out out out
I x *ITCXI x XH, I xYICYI xYH
[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpl|, §0]. Sup-

pose that, for each 0 € {X,Y}, one of the following two conditions is
satisfied:

(a) The equality “H = G}ffl holds.
(b) The composite “H — G}fmg — Gy 1s an isomorphism.

We shall refer to a closed subgroup of *II, YII obtained by forming
the image — by the inverse of an element of the m(X'8)-, 7 (Y'8)-
orbits of isomorphisms X1 = Ilg,, YII = g, discussed above — in
X0, YIT of a verticial (respectively, cuspidal; nodal; edge-like) subgroup
of g, g, as a verticial (respectively, cuspidal; nodal; edge-

out out
like) subgroup of XII x “H, YII x Y H. We shall refer to a closed

subgroup of I O;t XTI, Y10 O;t YT obtained by forming the normalizer
in X1 % XTI, Y1 WY [i.e., as opposed to ~II N XH, YT N YH] of
a verticial (respectively, cuspidal; nodal; edge-like) subgroup of XTI O;t
XH, I W YH as a verticial (respectively, cuspidal; nodal; edge-

out out
like) I-decomposition subgroup of X[l x XH, YII x YH. [In
particular, for each O € {X,Y'}, it follows from [CmbGC|, Proposition
1.2, (ii), that if "H satisfies condition (b) — which thus implies that

ST = I O;lt ST — then it holds that a closed subgroup of “II =



150

out

YUICHIRO HOSHI AND SHINICHI MOCHIZUKI

SIT % I ds a verticial (respectively, cuspidal; nodal; edge-like)

out
subgroup of Il x “H if and only if it is a verticial (respectively,

out

cuspidal; nodal; edge-like) I-decomposition subgroup of "Il x
SH.] Let

out out

a: X x “H =Y x YH

be an isomorphism of profinite groups. Then the following hold:

(i)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)

It holds that *H satisfies condition (a) (respectively, (b)) if
and only if Y H satisfies condition (a) (respectively, (b)).

The equality lx = ly holds.
The isomorphism « induces a bijection between the set of

out
verticial I-decomposition subgroups of XII x *H and
ut
the set of verticial I-decomposition subgroups of 1l N

YH.
The isomorphism « induces a bijection between the set of
cuspidal (respectively, nodal; edge-like) I-decomposition

out
subgroups of XTI x X H and the set of cuspidal (respectively,
out
nodal; edge-like) I-decomposition subgroups of YII x

YH.

The isomorphism « restricts to an isomorphism

out out

G % XH D) % X7 S N YT (€ % Y H).

There exists a positive integer n, such that the diagram

out Bnx
X% X | X Aut(Gy) ~25 7,
| H
out
I % Y H Y Aut(Gy) — 7,
XgYX

— where Xgy, Xgy are as in [CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii), and
the right-hand vertical equality is the equality that arises from
the equality lx = ly of (ii) — commutes.

The composite of the upper (respectively, lower) three horizon-
tal arrows of the diagram of (vi) coincides with the composite
of the upper (respectively, lower) three horizontal arrows of the
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diagram

Xn
out x

Mox XH —— XH —— Gy — I,

| |

out

I xYH — YH —— G, — Zj,
XX
— where the integer n, is the positive integer of (vi); the right-
hand vertical equality is the equality that arises from the equal-
ity Lx = ly of (ii); the third upper (respectively, lower) horizon-
tal arrow is the n,-th power of the lx- (respectively, ly-) adic
cyclotomic character xi, of Gi, (respectively, xi, of Gy ). In
particular, the diagram of the preceding display commutes.

(viii) Suppose that one of the following three conditions is satisfied:
(vili-1) FEither *H or Y H satisfies condition (b).
(viii-2) It holds that 0 € {rx,ry}.
(viii-3) The isomorphism « induces a bijection between the set

out
of cuspidal subgroups of XII x X H and the set of cus-
out
pidal subgroups of YII x Y H.

Then the isomorphism « restricts to an isomorphism
out ~ out
(NI x *H D) I = YII (C YII x YH).
Proof. First, we verify assertions (i), (ii). Let O € {X,Y}. Write Z®")
for the pro-prime-to-p completion of the ring Z of rational integers.
The following Facts are well-known:

(1) The profinite group Gy, is isomorphic to 7 as an abstract
profinite group.

(2) The kernel of the natural surjection G}ffl — Gy, admits a nat-

ural structure of free Z®) -module of rank 1.

(3) The natural action by conjugation of Gy, on the kernel of the
natural surjection G}:Dg — Gy is given by the cyclotomic char-
acter [cf. (2)]. In particular, for each prime number ¢ # p,

. log .
every maximal pro-¢ subgroup of G,CD admits a natural struc-
ture of extension of Z, by Z, [cf. (1), (2)]. Moreover, the
image of the action Z, — Aut(Z,) = Z; determined by such
an extension is open.

Moreover, let us recall [cf., e.g., [AbsTpl], Proposition 2.3, (i)] that the
following holds:
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(4) The pro-lg group PII is nontrivial, center-free, and elastic [cf.
[AbsTpl|, Definition 1.1, (ii)].

Thus, we conclude that “H satisfies condition (b) if and only if the

set of prime numbers ¢ such that every maximal pro-g subgroup of
t
O % OH is nonabelian is of cardinality 1. Moreover, the prime number

lo may be characterized as the unique prime number ¢ such that there

out
exists a maximal pro-g subgroup of “II x “H that is not isomorphic to
a closed subgroup of an extension of Z, by Z,. This completes the proofs
of assertions (i), (ii). In the remainder of the proof of Corollary 4.18,

we shall write

1< =1y

[cf. assertion (ii)].
out
Next, we verify assertion (iii). For 0 € {X,Y} and J C "Il x “H

an open subgroup, write
JRIF

for the mazimal pro-RTF-quotient of the profinite group J [cf. [AbsTpl],
Proposition 1.2, (iv)]; P11/ ©INBIC STL PHY C PH for the image

out
of the composite J < PII x "H — YH [so we have a commutative
diagram of profinite groups

1 — ' — J ——PH

l l |

out
] —— 1 — P %P —— g — 1
— where the horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows
are the natural inclusions]; Ggm C Gy, for the image of the composite

J O % OH — OH <5 G — G
m}
(DHJ)comb

for the “combinatorial quotient’ of 117, i.e., the quotient of PII’ by
the normal closed subgroup normally topologically generated by the

closed subgroups of "I’ obtained by forming the intersections of “II”
out

with the verticial subgroups of “II x Y H.
Now we claim that the following assertion holds:

out
Claim 4.18.A: For 0 € {X,Y} and J C "Il x "H an
open subgroup, the quotient of JX'¥ by the image of
the normal closed subgroup "II7 C .J in JRTF ig GgD.

Indeed, this assertion follows immediately from Facts (1), (2), (3).
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:
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Claim 4.18.B: Let 0 € {X,Y}, J C Ol % 9H an

open subgroup, Q) a torsion-free abelian profinite group,
and J — () a homomorphism of profinite groups.

Then the composite

Y = J—Q
factors through the natural surjection BII7 —» (FI17)comb,

To this end, let us first observe that since [it is well-known that] the
image, in Z;, of the l-adic cyclotomic character of Gy is open, one
verifies immediately that the image by the composite “II7 — J —
ut
Q of any edge-like subgroup of PII % OH i.e., any intersection of
t
“T17 with any edge-like subgroup of “II N SH] is trivial [cf., e.g.,
[CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3]. In a similar vein, it follows immediately
from the “Riemann hypothesis for abelian varieties over finite fields’
[cf., e.g., [Mumf], pp. 190-191] that the image by the composite IV <

ut
J —» @Q of any verticial subgroup of “1I % OH i.e., any intersection of

ut
STV with any verticial subgroup of 11 % OH | is trivial. This completes
the proof of Claim 4.18.B.
Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.18.C: For 0 € {X,Y} and J C "Il % "H
an open subgroup, the natural exact sequence 1 —
U117 — J — UH7 — 1 fits into a commutative diagram
of profinite groups

1] — "’ — J — gl — 51

| | |

(DHJ)comb s JRTF Gig s 1

— where the horizontal sequences are exact, and the
vertical arrows are the natural surjections.

Indeed, Claim 4.18.C follows immediately, in light of Claim 4.18.A, by
applying Claim 4.18.B to the various RTF-subgroups of .J [cf. [AbsTpl],
Definition 1.1, (i)].

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.18.D: For O € {X,Y}, there exists an open

subgroup J, C FII ¢ OH that satisfies the following
condition: For J C J, an arbitrary open subgroup,
there exists an open subgroup JL C YH” such that if
we write JT < T xo 7 JIT{, then the corresponding left-
hand lower horizontal arrow (FI17")eomb — (J5)RTE of
the diagram of Claim 4.18.C is injective.
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To this end, let J, C II % 9H be an open subgroup such that, for
every open subgroup J C Jy, the quotient (JI17)°™P is a center-free
free pro-l group [where we note that one verifies easily [cf. [CmbGC],
Remark 1.1.3] that such a Jy always exists]. Next, let us observe
that, to verify Claim 4.18.D, we may assume without loss of gener-
ality, by replacing “H” by a suitable open subgroup of "H", that the
outer action of J on (PII7)*™P by conjugation is trivial [where we note
that one verifies easily that such an open subgroup of “H” always ex-
ists]. Since, as discussed above, (PI17)%™P is center-free, if one writes
Joomb & J/Ker(PI17 — (FI17)%™P) then this triviality implies that the
inclusions
(DHJ)comb SN Jcomb > chomb((DHJ)comb)

[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpl], §0] deter-
mine an isomorphism

(DHJ)comb % ZJcomb((DHJ)comb) AN Jcomb‘

On the other hand, since (PII7)°™ is a free pro-l group, the nat-
ural surjection (CTI7)comb — ((BI1/)comt)RTE g an isomorphism. In
particular, the composite of natural homomorphisms (PI17)cmb =
((FI7)comb)RIE ey ( JeombY\RTE g ynjective.  Thus, since the natural
surjection J —» (JOmPYRTE f50t0rs through J®Y | Claim 4.18.D follows
immediately. This completes the proof of Claim 4.18.D.

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.18.E: Let 0 € {X,Y} and A C "II % "H
a closed subgroup. Then the following two conditions
are equivalent:

out
(E-1) The closed subgroup A C PI1 x YH is contained

out
in a verticial I-decomposition subgroup of “II x

H.

out
(E-2) For J C "Il x “H an arbitrary open subgroup,
the composite AN J — J — JE is trivial.

To this end, let us first observe that the implication (E-1) = (E-2)
follows immediately from Claim 4.18.C, together with Facts (1), (2),
(3). On the other hand, by applying Claims 4.18.C, 4.18.D to the

various open subgroups of “II % OH for cach O € {X,Y}, one verifies
immediately from Proposition 1.5 that the implication (E-2) = (E-
1) holds. This completes the proof of Claim 4.18.E. On the other
hand, since any inclusion of wverticial I-decomposition subgroups is an
equality [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (i), (ii)], assertion (iii) follows
immediately from Claim 4.18.E. This completes the proof of assertion

(ii).
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Next, we verify assertion (iv). We begin the proof of assertion (iv)
with the following claim:

Claim 4.18.F: Let (J € {X,Y}. Suppose that (18 is a
smooth log curve over (Spec kn)°8 [cf. the discussion
entitled “Curves” in [CbTpl], §0]. Then the inclusions

911 s 911 % O - Z(P11 % O

[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups’ in
[CbTpI], §0] determine an isomorphism

out ~ out
I x Z(P11 % 1) = P11 ox P

out out
Moreover, the composite Z(“II x 1) < UII x "I —
U] is an isomorphism. In particular, if H satisfies
condition (a) (respectively, (b)), then Z(°II % 01 )
admits a structure of free 7 module of rank 1 (re-
spectively, is trivial) [cf. Fact (2)].

Indeed, since [we have assumed that] [1'°¢ is a smooth log curve over
(Spec kn)'°8, this assertion follows immediately from the slimness of
ST [ef. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], together with the various definitions
involved.

Next, let us observe that it follows from [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(i), that,

(5) for each O € {X,Y}, if A is a VCN-subgroup of "II, then
the intersection of "Il with the normalizer, in “1I % Or ,of A

coincides with A.

Moreover, let us also observe that it follows from [NodNon|, Remark
2.4.2; [NodNon|, Remark 2.7.1, that,

(6) for each O € {X,Y}, any inclusion of VCON-subgroups of “II

out
gives rise to an inclusion of the normalizers, in PII x 91, of

the respective VCN-subgroups.

Next, we claim that the following assertion holds:

Claim 4.18.G: The isomorphism « induces a bijection
between the set of edge-like I-decomposition subgroups

out
of XII x X H and the set of edge-like I-decomposition
out
subgroups of YII x Y H.

To this end, let us first observe that it follows immediately — in light
of Facts (5), (6) — from assertion (iii) that, to verify Claim 4.18.G, we

out
may assume without loss of generality — by replacing "II x “H by

out
the normalizer, in PII x YH, of a verticial I-decomposition subgroup
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out
of !TI x PH for each O € {X,Y} — that X5 Y& are smooth
log curves over (Spec kx )8, (Spec ky)'8, and that the isomorphism «
out out out
restricts to an isomorphism of XII x X[ (C XTI x X H) with YII x YT
out
(CYIT x YH).

Next, let us observe that if ¥ H, hence also Y H [cf. assertion (i)],
satisfies condition (b), then since [it is well-known that| the image, in
7y, of the l-adic cyclotomic character of Gy is open for each U €
{X,Y}, Claim 4.18.G follows immediately from [CmbGC], Corollary
2.7, (i).

Thus, in the remainder of the proof of Claim 4.18.G, we may assume
without loss of generality that X H, hence also ¥ H [cf. assertion (i)],
satisfies condition (a). Then, by applying a similar argument to the
argument in the proof of Claim 4.18.G in the case where X H satisfies
condition (b) to the isomorphism

% XH)Y /2T % XD s (% Y H) /20T % YD)

induced by « [cf. Claim 4.18.F], we conclude that this induced iso-
morphism determines a bijection between the set of images of edge-like
out out out
subgroups of XTI x * H in the quotient (XII x X H)/Z (XTI x *I) and
out
the set of images of edge-like subgroups of YII x Y H in the quotient

(Y11 N YH )/Z(*1 NI ). Now let us observe that it follows imme-
diately from Claim 4.18.F and [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii), that,

for each 0 € {X,Y} and each edge-like subgroup A C PII N SH, the
edge-like I-decomposition subgroup of “1I O;t YH obtained by forming
the normalizer of A in “II O;t SI coincides with the inverse image by
the natural surjection “II N OH - (P11 % SH)/Z(P10 N 9T) of the

image of A in (PII N SH)/Z(P11 % B1). Thus, Claim 4.18.G holds.
This completes the proof of Claim 4.18.G. On the other hand, assertion
(iv) follows — in light of Facts (5), (6) — from assertion (iii), Claim
4.18.G, and [CmbGC], Proposition 1.5, (i). This completes the proof
of assertion (iv).

Next, we verify assertions (v), (vi), (vii). First, we observe that
assertion (vii) is a formal consequence of assertion (vi), together with

[AbsCsp|, Proposition 1.2, (ii); [CbTpl], Corollary 3.9, (ii), (iii). Now
out
suppose that there is no nodal subgroup of *II x X H, hence also [cf.
out
assertion (iv)] of YII x Y H. Then assertion (v) follows from assertion
(iii). Moreover, by considering, for each O € {X,Y}, the cyclotome

obtained by applying the construction of “A,” of [CbTpl], Definition
3.8, (i), to the collection of data consisting of
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ou out
e the profinite group (“II 9 S1)/Z (P11 % BI) and

out out
e the various images in (I x 7)/Z ("I x PI) of the edge-like
out
I-decomposition subgroups of 11 x YH,

one verifies immediately from assertions (iv), (v), together with Claim
4.18.F, that assertion (vi) [i.e., in the case where one takes “n,” in the
statement of assertion (vi) to be 1], hence also assertion (vii), holds.
Thus, in the remainder of the proofs of assertions (v), (vi), (vii),
out
we may assume without loss of generality that both *II % XH and

ut
YT % Y H have a nodal subgroup. Then one verifies immediately from

assertions (iii), (iv) [cf. also Facts (5), (6)], together with Lemma 4.19
below [cf. [NodNon], Definition 2.4, (i); [NodNon], Remark 2.4.2],
that assertion (vi), hence also assertion (vii), holds. On the other
hand, for each 00 € {X, Y}, we conclude from Fact (2) in the proof of
Corollary 4.16 that

(7) if we write
O % on® ¢ o or
for the [unique — cf. Fact (2)] maximal pro-l subgroup of

out out out
SII % I, then the closed subgroup (FII x 1@ C (FII x
out

1 o)t % UH coincides with the closed subgroup of V1T x
YH obtained by forming the unique maximal pro-I subgroup
of the kernel of the composite of the relevant [i.e., upper if
O = X; lower if [0 = Y] three horizontal arrows of the diagram
of assertion (vii).

Moreover, we also conclude immediately from Facts (1), (2), (3) that,
for each O € {X, Y},

(8) the kernel of the composite

out

% OH - O % CH/(T % PO - (O % TH/ (O % D))

out
coincides with the closed subgroup “II x “1.

In particular, it follows from assertion (vii) and Facts (7), (8) that the
t t
isomorphism « restricts to an isomorphism of XTI % X (C XTI % X H)

. out out . X
with YIT x Y1 (C YIT x Y H), as desired. This completes the proof of
assertion (v).

Finally, we verify assertion (viii). If condition (viii-1) is satisfied,

out
then since [it follows from assertion (i) that] “IT = PII x U7 for each
O € {X,Y}, assertion (viii) follows from assertion (v). Thus, in the
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remainder of the proof of assertion (viii), we suppose that both X H
and ¥ H satisfy condition (a).

Next, suppose that condition (viii-2) is satisfied. Then it follows
from assertion (iv) that (rx,ry) = (0,0). Write

Dl(l) g D]

for the [unique — cf. Fact (2)] maximal pro-I subgroup of “I. Then
one verifies easily that one may naturally regard 1) as a quotient of

out
(P x “1)® [cf. Fact (7)], and, moreover, that the closed subgroup

out
STI of PII % PH coincides with the kernel of the natural surjection
t
(P % PO — B0 In particular, it follows from assertions (v),

(vii) that, to verify assertion (viii) in the case where condition (viii-2)
is satisfied, it suffices to verify the following assertion:

out
Claim 4.18.H: Let 0 € {X, Y} and (PIT x "1)® — A
out
a quotient of (°II x “I)®. Then it holds that this
out
quotient (°IT x BI)® — A coincides with the quo-
out
tient (CI1 x 1)® — 910 if and only if the following
three conditions are satisfied:
(H-1) The profinite group A is isomorphic to Z; as an
abstract profinite group.
out
(H-2) The kernel of the surjection (P11 x “I)® — A
out

is normal in PII x “H. Thus, the outer action
out out

of “II % "H on ("II x “IN® by conjugation
out
induces an action [cf. (H-1)] of "II x “H on
the quotient A. Moreover, the resulting character
out
pa: P11 x UH — Aut(A) = Z; [cf. (H-1)] is
out out

trivial on P11 x BT CPII x UH.

(H-3) The n,-th power of the character ps of (H-2) co-
incides with the composite of the relevant [i.e.,

upper if O = X; lower if [0 = Y| three horizontal
arrows of the diagram of assertion (vii).

First, let us observe that it follows from Facts (2), (3) that the quo-

out
tient (FI1 x B1)® — U110 gatisfies the three conditions in the state-
ment of Claim 4.18.H. Next, let us observe that it follows immedi-
ately from [CmbGC], Propositions 1.3, 2.6, that if a given quotient

out
(FII % P1W — A satisfies conditions (H-1), (H-2), then the image in
A of an arbitrary nodal [or, equivalently, edge-like — cf. the equality
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(rx,7y) = (0,0) discussed above| subgroup of “II % OH is trivial
Thus, it follows immediately from the “Riemann hypothesis for abelian
varieties over finite fields” [cf., e.g., [Mumi], pp. 190-191], together
with Fact (3) and condition (H-3), that Claim 4.18.H holds. This com-
pletes the proof of Claim 4.18.H, hence also of assertion (viii) in the
case where condition (viii-2) is satisfied.

Finally, one may verify assertion (viii) in the case where condition
(viii-3) is satisfied by applying assertion (viii) in the case where condi-
tion (viii-2) is satisfied. Indeed, let us first observe that it follows im-
mediately from Fact (1) [which implies that Gy, , Gy, are torsion-free]

out
that we may assume without loss of generality, by replacing "I x YH

ut
by a suitable open subgroup of “II % OH for each O € {X,Y}, that
9x, gy > 2. Then we may assume without loss of generality, by re-

placing “1I N OH by the quotient of "II N OH by the normal closed
subgroup normally topologically generated by the cuspidal subgroups
for each O € {X,Y}, that (rx,ry) = (0,0) [cf. (viii-3)]. Thus, it fol-
lows from assertion (viii) in the case where condition (viii-2) is satisfied
that assertion (viii) holds. This completes the proof of assertion (viii),
hence also of Corollary 4.18. U

Remark 4.18.1. In the situation of Corollary 4.18, (viii), if one omits
the assumption that one of the conditions (viii-1), (viii-2), and (viii-3)
holds, then the conclusion of Corollary 4.18, (viii), no longer holds in
general. Indeed:

(i) First, we consider the case of a smooth log curve [cf. the dis-
cussion entitled “Curves” in [CbTpl], §0]. In the situation

of Corollary 4.18, write [ o Ix. Let T%% be a tripod over
(Spec kx)'°8 [cf. the discussion entitled “Curves” in [CbTpl],

§0] such that the natural action of G}fj on the set of cusps of
T'"¢ is trivial. Then, by taking “"H” to be G}f}%, we obtain a

out
profinite group 7II x TH. In the remainder of the discussion
of the present (i),

X T out T
we construct an automorphism of ‘11 x * H that

out
does not preserve the closed subgroup TII C T1I x
TH.
out . out
Let C C TII x TH be a cuspidal subgroup of 7II x TH.

out ou
Write 7 & Z(TII x TI) for the center of TTI % TI and

t
Io C 10 % TH for the cuspidal I-decomposition subgroup of
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out . . . . out
II x TH obtained by forming the normalizer in TII x 7T of
C. Then

out out
(i-a) the natural inclusions 71T < 711 x "7 and Z — 1T x 7T

~ out
determine an isomorphism T1Ix Z = TT1 x TT [cf. Claim
4.18.F]. Moreover, the natural inclusions C' < I and

7 < I determine an isomorphism Cx Z = I¢ [cf. Claim
4.18.F; [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2, (ii)].

Moreover, it is well-known that the following assertions hold:

(i-b) The unique maximal pro-l subgroup of Z admits a struc-
ture of free Z;-module of rank 1 [cf. Claim 4.18.F]. More-

over, the natural action of G, on this unique maximal
out

pro-l subgroup of Z (= {0} x Z C TTI** x Z = (PII x
B1)2) [cf. (i-a)] induced by the natural outer action of

out
Gry on 111 x 7T is given by the l-adic cyclotomic char-
acter [cf. Fact (3) in the proof of Corollary 4.18].

(i-¢) The pro-I group TTI*P admits a structure of free Z;-module
of rank 2. Moreover, the natural action of Gy, on TTI*"

(= T x {0} C I x Z 5 (O % 21)™) [of. (i-a)]

t
induced by the natural outer action of Gy, on 7T x TT
is given by the [-adic cyclotomic character.

Thus, since C' admits a structure of free Z;-module of rank 1
[cf. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3], there exists a nontrivial homo-
morphism ¢: TTI (= TI1?") — Z whose kernel is topologically
normally generated by C'. Now write a; for the automorphism

of the profinite group 7Tl x Z (= TTI ) TT) [cf. (i-a)] given by
mapping "1l x Z 3 (0,2) + (0,2 - ¢(0)) € TII x Z. Next, let

. def ey Out
us observe that the composite Ho = N_ o (C) < "I %

T xTH

TH — Gy, is surjective, with kernel equal to Ic. Thus, it
follows from Fact (1) in the proof of Corollary 4.18 that this
composite Ho — Gy, admits a section, which determines an
isomorphism

ut ~ ut
("I % T1) % G, — 71 % TH.
Let us fiz such a section. Next, observe that it follows from (i-
b), (i-¢) that the above automorphism «; is compatible with the

ut
action of Gy, on TTI % TT determined by the fized section of

Ho — Gy,,. Thus, we conclude that the above automorphism

T out T . T out T
ay of 'II x * 1 extends to an automorphism « of “II x * H
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that preserves and induces the identity automorphism on the
image of the fixed section of Ho — Gy,. Now let us observe
that it is immediate that

T T out T
ar, hence also «, does not preserve "11 C “II x * 1,

as desired. Let us also observe that since C C TII is con-
tained in the kernel of ¢, it follows from (i-a) that a; pre-
serves and induces the identity automorphism on the cuspidal

t
I-decomposition subgroup Io C TTI % TI. In particular, we
conclude immediately that

t
(i-d) the automorphism « of I % TH preserves and induces

the identity automorphism on H¢.

(ii) Next, we consider the case of a singular stable log curve [i.e.,
a stable log curve that is not smooth]. In the situation of (i),
let TW'°¢ be a stable log curve over (Spec kx )¢ such that

o W8 has precisely two irreducible components each of which
is a tripod,

e W8 has a single node, and, moreover,

e the natural action of G}f}f on the dual semi-graph of W18
is trivial.

[Thus, W8 is of type (0,4).] Then, by taking “" H” to be G}fj,

t
we obtain a profinite group "1I N WH [cf. the situation and
notational conventions of Corollary 4.18]. In the remainder of
the discussion of the present (ii),
t
we construct an automorphism of "WII % WH that

w w out
does not preserve the closed subgroup " II C " 1I X

WH
Write vy, vy for the distinct two irreducible components of

out
Whe. Let Vi, Vo CWII C WII x W H be verticial subgroups of
out def

WIT x W H associated to vy, vy such that N = V; NV, # {1},
which thus [cf. [NodNon], Lemma 1.9, (i)] implies that N is a

out
nodal subgroup of WII x W H. For each i € {1,2}, write

Hy € N ou (Vi), Hy € N o (N).

¢ WIIxWH WIT x WH

Then one verifies immediately [cf. [CmbGC], Proposition 1.2,
(ii)] that
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(ii-a) there exists a commutative diagram of profinite groups
N C V. C Hy, 2 Hy
L Ll Ll Ll

out

C C Tl ¢ MIxT™H DO Heg

— where the horizontal arrows are the natural inclusions,
and the vertical arrows are isomorphisms.

Moreover, it follows immediately from a similar argument to
the argument applied in the proof of [CmbCsp|, Proposition
1.5, (iii) [i.e., in essence, from the evident analogue for semi-
graphs of anabelioids of the “van Kampen Theorem” in ele-
mentary algebraic topology|, that

(ii-b) the natural inclusions

out
Hy, — YII x WH < Hy,

determine an isomorphism
out

lim(Hy, < Hy — Hy,) — "I x " H

— where the inductive limit is taken in the category of
profinite groups — which restricts to an isomorphism of
closed subgroups

liy(Vy = N = 15) = I
— where the inductive limit is taken in the category of
profinite groups.

On the other hand, it follows from (i-d) and (ii-a) that, for
each i € {1,2}, a determines an automorphism (; of Hy, that

e does not preserve V; C Hy, but

e preserves and induces the identity automorphism on the
closed subgroup Hy C Hy,.

Thus, by (ii-b), f; and [y determine an automorphism ~ of
out
WII x W H that does not preserve the closed subgroup "II C

out

WII x WH, as desired.

Lemma 4.19 (An explicit description of a power of the cyclo-
tomic character). Let J be a profinite group, py: J — Aut(Gy) a
continuous homomorphism, and I C J a normal closed subgroup of J
such that either
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(a) the composite I — J 2% Aut(Gy) is of SNN-type /cf. [NodNon],
Definition 2.4, (iii)], or
(b) I={1}.

Write

[cf. the discussion entitled “Topological groups” in [CbTpl], §0]. Thus,
we have a commutative diagram of profinite groups

1 > Hgo > H] 1 1
1 > Hgo > HJ J 1

— where the horizontal sequences are exact, and the vertical arrows
are the natural inclusions. Write GVO — Go for the universal covering
of Go corresponding to 1lg,. Let ey be a node of 50. Write 11, C 1lg,
for the nodal subgroup associated to ey. Write

I, , € II,

for the [necessarily open] subgroup consisting of the elements o € 11,
such that the natural action of o on the underlying semi-graph Gq of
Go stabilizes the two branches of the node eg(Gy) of Gy determined by
eg. Then the following hold:

(i) Let N be a positive integer and v an element of I1;. Then there
exists a collection of data as follows
e a normal open subgroup H C I1; of I1;,
e q positive integer m,
e verticial subgroups IL,,,11,,,... 11, . Cllg, of llg, asso-
ciated to vertices vy, vy, ..., Vm_1 Of 50, respectively, and
e nodal subgroups Il.,,... I, C Ilg, of llg, associated to
nodes e, ..., e, of 50, respectively,
such that if we write
Dej = NHI (Hej)
for each j € {0,1,...,m} [c¢f. [NodNon|, Definition 2.2, (iii)],
then

(1) the inclusions 11, C 11, 1., C 1L, _, [which imply that
o, em abut to vy, v,_1, respectively — cf. [NodNon],
Lemma 1.7] hold,

(2) if m > 2, then, for every j € {1,...,m—1}, the inclusion
I, C I, , V1L, [which implies that e; abuts to v;_
and v; — cf. [NodNon|, Lemma 1.7] holds,

(3) the quotient

Deo - Deo ®ZZO (zEO/NZEO)



164

(i)

YUICHIRO HOSHI AND SHINICHI MOCHIZUKI

o | (ZP)NZ¥) x (25 NZ®) if (a) is satisfied
N 7% [INZ*0 if (b) is satisfied

[ef. [CmbGC]|, Remark 1.1.3; [NodNon|, Lemma 2.5, (i);

[NodNon|, Remark 2.7.1] of D., factors through the quo-

tient of D, determined by the composite D., — 11; —

I1;,/H, and, moreover,
(4) the image of D, C 11, in Il;/H coincides with the im-

age of v+ Dey -y P C Iy in 11;/H.
For each j € {0,1,...,m — 1}, write

Dy, © Nu,(IL,) 2 L, = Zn, (IL,) = Z(D,,)
[ef.  [NodNon], Definition 2.2, (i); [NodNon|, Lemma 2.5,
(1); [NodNon|, Remark 2.7.1; [CmbGC|, Remark 1.1.3]; b;;,
bj+1; for the respective branches of the nodes e, e;jy1 that
abut to the vertex v; determined by the inclusions Hej C ij,
I,,, € I, [cf. (1), (2)]. Thus, for j € {0,1,...,m} and
s €{0,1,...,m — 1} such that s € {j — 1,5}, it follows from
[NodNon|, Remark 2.7.1, that we have natural inclusions
I, < D, < D,
U U
H(ij - Hvsa

which determine a commutative diagram of profinite groups

D, /1,, — D, /I,
! [
I, —— I,

— where the horizontal arrows are the natural inclusions, and
the vertical arrows are isomorphisms.

In the situation of (i), by applying the construction of “A,” of
[CbTpl|, Definition 3.8, (i), to the collection of data consisting

of
e the profinite group D, /I, and
e the various images in D, /1L, , by the right-hand vertical

isomorphism I1,, = D,./I,. of the final display of (i), of
the edge-like subgroups of Ilg, contained in 11,

one may construct a cyclotome
A(‘DUS/IUS)'

Moreover, by applying the construction of “syn,” of [CbTpl],
Corollary 3.9, (v), to the collection of data consisting of

e the profinite groups D, /I, , D, /I,,,
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e the various images in D, /I, , by the right-hand vertical
isomorphism I1,, = D, /1,. of the final display of (i), of
the edge-like subgroups of 1lg, contained in 1L, , and

e the upper horizontal arrow D, /1,, — D, /I, of the final
display of (i) [i.e., that corresponds the branch b; ],

one may construct an isomorphism

~

ﬁnnbjﬁ : D€j /‘[’Us — A(DUS/IUS)'
Write

o et I, ®5v, AM(Dy,/1,,) if (a) is satisfied
Ve A(D,,/1L,,) if (b) is satisfied

o det(D,;) if (a) is satisfied
A D., /I, if (b) is satisfied
— where the “det” is taken with respect to the structure of free
Z>0-module of finite rank of the profinite group D.;; we observe
that if condition (a) is satisfied, then the exact sequence of free
Z*¥o-modules of finite rank

1 —1,, — D, — D, /I,, —1
yields a natural identification
Mej = ]Us ®220 (Dej/lvs)

of Z=0-modules [cf. [CmbGC], Remark 1.1.3; [NodNon], Lemma
2.5, (i); [NodNon|, Remark 2.7.1]; we observe that if condition
(b) is satisfied, then since I,,, = {1}, we have a natural isomor-
phism D, 5 D.,/I,, = M.,. If condition (a) is satisfied, then
let us write

M5Unbj,5 : Mej = [v5®220 (Dej /Ivs) — Iv5®ZEoA(Dvs/Ivs) = M,,

Jor the isomorphism determined by the above isomorphism syny, .
If condition (b) is satisfied, then let us write

Megny, . <= sony,.: Mo, = D, /I, — MD,, /L) = M,,.

(iii) In the situation of (ii), write ng “y (respectively, 1) if condi-
tion (a) (respectively, (b)) is satisfied. Write

Oy(y) € Aut(M,, @gs, (Z7/NZ™)) = (Z% /NZZ0)*

for the automorphism of the free 7= -module [of rank one/
M., ®zx, (Z¥°/NZ*) obtained by forming the composite of
the isomorphism

~

M,y @35, (Z¥/NZZ) =5 M, ®zsy (27 /NZ)
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determined by conjugating by ~v € 11, [cf. conditions (3), (4)
in (i)] with the isomorphism

M,,, ®zs, (2% [NZ™) 5 M., @3, (2% /NT™)
determined by the inverse of the composite

M Mgyn—1 M Mgyn—1
Mg o Mo 0 SOy Moy
~ ~ ~

M, — M, — M., — M, —
M -1
m—1,m—1 st]ﬂbm,mfl

=M =M,

Um—1

]\/I5Unb

Suppose that v € Il ;. Then the image of v by the composite

®X2n,
% 0

M, — J 2% Aut(Gy) > (Z™) — (Z™/NZ™)*
[ef. [CbTpl], Definition 3.8, (ii)] coincides with ®x(7)* €
(Z%0 INZ0)*.

(iv) Let p: II; — (Z¥)* be a character fi.c., a continuous homo-
morphism] and n, a positive integer divisible by 2[I1; : 11, ;].
Suppose that, for each positive integer N’ and each v € 1l., ;,
the image of p(y')? € (Z¥)* in (Z* /N'Z)* coincides with
Oni ()2 € (Z50 JN'ZZ)* [cf. (iii)]. Then the n,-th power of
the character p coincides with the n,-th power of the character
obtained by forming the composite

®ng

M, — J 25 Aut(Gy) 2o (Z5)

[ef. (iii)].

Proof. Assertions (i), (ii) follow immediately from the various defini-
tions involved. Next, we verify assertion (iii). Let us first observe that
it follows immediately from the various definitions involved that there
exist § € Hgo - HeO,J and ¢ € NHJ(HeO) N Heo,J (g NHJ(DQ()) N Heo,J)
such that v = ¢ - e. Now one verifies immediately from [CbTpl], Corol-
lary 3.9, (ii), (v); [CbTpl], Corollary 5.9, (ii), that the action of € on
M., by conjugation is given by multiplication by xg,(€)™. Moreover,
let us observe that one verifies easily that the collection of data of as-
sertion (i) [i.e., associated to 7| satisfies conditions (1), (2), (3), (4) in
assertion (i) in the case where we take “y” to be §. Also, let us observe
that the image of § by the composite

®ng
L, — J 25 Aut(Gy) 2 (Z%0) —» (Z%/NZ=)*
is trivial. Thus, assertion (iii) follows immediately from [CbTpl], Corol-
lary 3.9, (ii), (v), (vi). This completes the proof of assertion (iii). As-
sertion (iv) is a formal consequence of assertion (iii). This completes
the proof of Lemma 4.19. (I
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